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DEDICATION- 



TO THE PEOPLE OF THE BOROUGH OF OLDHAM, 

IN LANCASHIRE. 

My Friends, 
I beg you to receive this little book, the first 
that I have published siuce you did me the honour 
to choose me to be one of your representatives in the 
House of Commons ; I beg you to accept of it as 
a mark of the sincerity of my gratitude towards . 
you, as a mark of my admiration of your sense and 
of your public virtue; and, moreover, I beg you ta ..-'' 
accept of it as containing a record of the patriotic 
sentiments of the people of Scotland, and of the 
approbation, which they, beforehand, gave to that 
choice which you have made. The old and sound 
maxim, with all oppressors, is, ^^ Divide and op- 
press;" and, the oppressions, which this kingdom 
(formerly three kingdoms) has so long had to en- 
dure, have> in a great measure, arisen from the means 
which have been found for acting upon that crafty and 
malignant maxim. These means have been afforded 
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by the prejudices^ which arose from the innumerable 
falsehoods (many of which have become proverbs), 
which have been sedulously propagated and perpe- 
tuated by those who found their own interest in the 
oppressing of us. To be powerful and free ; to be 
able to beat dovm all oppressors beneath our feet, 
cordial union amongst us all is the only thing wanted ; 
but, to secure that happy union, we must first know 
one another well / and, that you may well know our 
brethren of Scotland; that you may well know 
what they and their coimtry are; that the lattei: is 
by no means that which we have hitherto though); 
it to be 5 and that they themselves are worthy of our 
highest esteem, and of our warmest affection, the 
following pages are sent forth to the world, and are 
addressed in a more particular manner to you, by 

Your faithful friend. 

And most obedient Servant, 

* 

•WM. COBBETT. 
Lmd(m^ 28. I^c. 1832. 
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PREFACE. 



The publication of this Tour has been put ofF 
* longer than I could have wished. I intended to 
put it to the press immediately on my return from 
Scotland to London, which return took place ou 
the 23rd of November; but, upon my arrival in 
London, I found, that the Parliament would be dis- 
solved in a week or ten days from that time ; that 
r must be compelled to go very soon back to Lan- 
cashire; and I found so much business upon my 
hands, during the short space between my return 
to London and the duy of the dissolution of Par- 
liament, that it was impossible for me to find time 
e%Tn for the writing of this short preface, and for 
attending to the sheets of the work as would 
have gone through the press. 

With regard to the matter contained in this 
little book, it consists, as the reader is already 
apprised, of a record of my ob^erj^XAsstvS^^ \sv^^ 
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during the Tour described in the title-page ; and 
also of a record of transactions^ rather of a political 
nature, in which I myself was a principal actor. I 
have inserted the divers parts, according to the 
date of the place and time, at which, and when, 
they were first written. In gi^'ing an accomit of 
the reception which I met with on my Tour^ I have 
tliought, that justice to myself as well as to my 
fi'iends required, that I should preserve the several 
addresses presented to me, without leaving out eveu 
the names which were signed to them. There can 
be no doubt that every one who signed any one of 
these addresses will be pleased to see his name 
thus recorded, more especially as he thus put down 
his name before the event which has lately taken 
place at Oldham. 

In some few instances I have made small altera- 
tions, of a verbal nature, ai;id here and there I have 
enlarged my observations and statements of facts j 
but, generally speaking, I have not found it necessary 
to make alterations or additions in the part which 
was already written. I have made what I deem a very,, 
interesting addition relative to the resources of the 
ffighlundi of Scotland, and their comparative value 



PBEFAGB. YU 

with some parts of England; and this addition 
seemed to me to be necessary, in order to give my 
readers something like correct notions with regard 
to that part of the kingdom, which has always been 
so greatly undervalued, not only by Englishmen^ 
but by all the rest of the world. 

The MOTIVES to the making of this publication^ 
are,' to communicate to everybody, as far as I am 
able, correct notions relative to Scotland ; its soil ; 
its products j its state, as to the well-being or ill- 
being of the people 5 but, above all things, it is my 
desire, to assist in doing justice to the character; 
political as well as moral, public as well as private> 
national as well as social, of our brethren in that 
very much misrepresented part of the kingdoml 
This is a duty particularly incumbent upon me; 
for, though I never have carried my notions of the 
sterility and worthlessness of Scotland, and of the 
niggardly character of its inhabitants, to the extent 
which many others have; though I have, in repro- 
bating the conduct of the ^^booing^' pro-consular 
/eelosofers, always made them an exception in favour 
of the jpeopfe of Scotland; though I have always done 
this, still, I could not prevent myself from imbibuv%> 
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ilk soiiLG degree, the piM;judices, wliich a long traia of 
causfs, bfl^iniiing to operate nearly a thousaod 
years ago, hiive inipluiited in the mirula of Englisli- 
nieu; tlioughl had intUiiatelyknownj for many yeare, 
fiuch great numbera of Sootcltmeu, for whom 1 Itad 
the greatest regard, still the prejudices, tlie f;dse 
potions, lay lurking in my mind ; and, in epUe of 
my desire always to do justice towards everybody, 
(tie iuju^tice would slip out, even without luy per- 
eeiviag it. ' lu any otli^r tnaji it would have lieeii 
of eome impoitaace that these UToncous notiona 
etould be carrectedj but, in me, whose writings, 
I might fairly presume, extended to every part of 
the civilized worfd, it became of veiy great impor- 
^Dce; and it became my bouuden duty to do that 
justice, whicli I have endeavoured to do in the fol- 
lowiitg pages ; and to make, by a. true statement of 
facta, derived from ocular proof, that atonement for 
past errors, which I have in these pages endea-- 
voured to make. 

From iiow many pairs of English lips have I heard 
the exclamation: "Good God! who would Imve 
*' thought that Scotland was such a country ! WImt 
*' monstrous lies we have been told about that coun- 
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try and people!'* And, which has pleased me 
exceedingly, not one man have I met with to whom 
the discovery does not seem to have given delights 
If I had before wanted a motive to give further 
extension to my account of Scotland, these excla- 
mations would have been motives sufficient; for, 
they would have proved, that bare justice demanded 
that, which, by this publication, I am now endea- 
vouring to do. 

Were it possible, that either this statement of 
motives, or that any part of the work itself, could 
be, by even the most perverse of human beings, 
ascribed to any desire on my part to curry favour 
with the Scotch, or to any selfish desire whatso- 
ever ; were this only possible, I am afraid, that I 
should not have had the courage to make this 
statement ; but, as this is completely impossible, 
I make it as being the just due of the people of 
Scotland, for whose well-being, whose honour, 
whose prosperity, whose lasting peace and happi- 
ness, I have as great a regard, as I have for the 
well-being, prosperity and happiness of those who 
inhabit the spot where I myself was born. 

WM. COBBETT. 
London, 28. Dec. 1832. 



COBBETT'S TOUR^ 

&c. 

PROGRESS IN THE NORTH. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne^ 23. September^ 1832, 

From Bolton, in Lancashire, I came, through Burt 
and Rochdale, to Todmordek, on the evening of Tues- 
day, the 18, September. I have formerly described the 
valley of Todmorden as the most curious and romantic 
that was ever seen, and where the water and the coal seem 
to be engaged in a struggle for getting foremost in point of 
utility to man. On the 19. I stayed all day at Todmorden 
to write and to sleep. On the 20. 1 set off for Leeds by 
the stage-coach, through Halifax and Bradford, and 
as to agriculture^ certainly the poorest country that I have 
ever set my eyes on^ except that miserable Nova Scotia^ 
where there are the townships of Horton and of Wilmot, 
and whither the sensible suckling statesman, Lord Howick, 
is wanting to send English country girls, lest they should 
breed if they stay in England ! This country, from Tod- 
morden to Leeds, is, however, covered over with popu-* 
lation, and the two towns of Halifax and Bradford 
are exceedingly populous, lliere appears to be nothing 
produced by the earth but the natuxil %\9C^ ^lV>ci& c^xo^LVri^ 
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which, however, is not bad. The soil is a sort of a yellow^ 
looking, stiffish stuffy lying about a foot thick, upon a bed of 
rocky stone, lying upon solid rock beneath. The grass doeft 
not seem to burn here 5 nor is it bad in quality ; and all 
the grass appears to be wanted to rear milk for this immense 
population, which absolutely covers the whole face of the 
country. The only grain cropis that I saw were those of 
very miserable oats ; some of which were cnl and carried ; 
some standing in shock, the s)ieaves not being more thaa 
about a foot and a half long"; sdme still standing, and some 
yet nearly/ green. The land is very high from Halifax 
to Bradford, and proportionably c<^d. Here are some of 
those *' Yorkshire hills'' that they sefb from Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

I got to Leeds about four o'clock, and went to bed at 
eiglfit precisely^ At five in the morning of the 2^1st, I came 
off.by the coach to Newcastle, through Harrowgate, 
lliFON, Darlington, and Durham, As I never wa& 
ijEL thiQ part of the country before, and. can, therefore, never 
have, described it upon any former occasion, I shall say 
rather more about it row than I otherwise should do. Having 
heard and read ^ much about the " Northern harvest/' 
about the ^'Durham ploughs/' and the ^^Northumberland 
system of husbandry," what was my surprise : at findings 
which. I verily believe to be the fact, that there is not as 
much coro^ grown in the North-Riding of Yorkshire, which, 
begins at Ripon, and in the whole county of Durham, as i& 
grown in the Isle of Wight alone. A very small part, com* 
paratiyely speaking, is arable land ; and all the outward 
a,ppearanc68 show, that that which is arable was formerly 
pasture. Between Duruam and Newcastle there is a 
pretty general division of the land into grass fields and 
corn fields ; but^ even here, the absence of homesteads^ the 
absence of bs^ns, and of labourers' cottages, clearly show,, 
that agriculture is a sort of novelty ; and that nearly all was. 



pMlirrage not many years ago, or at any rate, only so mw^h 
^i^he laQ4 was cultivated as was necessary to furnkh stravr 
lee Uie horses kept for other purposes than those of agricul* 
liN^ and oatafor those horses, and bread cora sufficient foir 
the ^ziers and their people. All along the road fram 
Leeds to Durham I saw hardly any wheat at all, or any 
wheat stobble^ n& barley, the chief crops being oats and 
beans mixed with peas. These everywhere appeared to bt 
vhat we should deeaa most miserable crops* The oats, 
tied up in sheaves, or yet uncut, were scarcely ever more 
Aan tw4> feet and a half long, the beans were about the 
same height, and in both cases the land is so full of grassn 
as to appear to be a petHure^ after the oats and tbe beans 
Yf^ie cut. 

The land appears to be divided into very extensive farms^ 
Tbe corn when cut, you see put up into Uttle stacks of a 
circular ferm> each containing about three of our southern^ 
wagon-loads of sheaves, which stacks are put up round 
about the stone house and the buildings of the farmer. How 
they thrash them out I do notknow^ for 1 could see nothing 
resembling a barn, or a barn's door. By the corn being 
putisto such small stacks, 1 should suppose the thrashing- 
places to be very small, and capable of holding only one 
sts^ck at a time. I have many times seen one single rick 
containing a greater quantity of sheaves than ./i/V^ett or 
tm^nty of these stacks -^ and I have seen more than twen^ 
stacks, each containing a number of sheaves equal to, at 
least, 6fteen of (hese stacks ; I have seen more than twenty, 
of these large stacks, standing at one and the same time, 
in one single homestead in Wiltshire. I should not at alL 
wonder if Tois Baring's farmers at Micueldver had a. 
greater bulk of wheat-stacks standing now than any one 
would be able to find, of that grain especially, in the whole of 
the North- Riding of Yorkshire, and in one half of Durham. 

But this by no means implies that thei^as^Vye^gl^iV^ ^^ssoia^- 



ties, even exclusive of their waters, coals. 
They are not agnculiural ciuntiea ; they a 
for the producing of bread, but iliey are counties made for 
the express purpose of producing meat; in which respect 
they excel the souihern counties, in a degree beyond all 
comparison. I have just spoken of the beds nf i/rass that 
are everyuhere seen after the oats and beans have been cut. 
Grass is the natural produce of this land, tvhich seems to 
have been made on purpose to produce it; and n'c are not 
to call land poor because it will produce nothing but meat. 
The size and siinpe of the fields, the sort of fences, the 
absence of hotnesteads and labourers' cottages, the thinness 
of the country churolies, everything shows that this was 
always a country purely of pasturage. It is curious, that, 
belonging to every farm, there appears to be a large quantity 
of turnips. They are sowed in drills, cuUivated belweoo, 
beautifully clean, very large in the bulb, even nny, and 
apparently having been smved early in June if not in May. 
_They are generally the white globe turnip, here and there a 
field of the Swedish kind. These turnips are not fed off by 
sheep and followed by crops of barley and clover, as in tlie 
South, but arc raised,! suppose, for the purpose of being 
carried in and used in the feeding of oxen, which have come 
off the grass lands in October and November. These turnip 
lands seem to take all the manure of the fdrm ; and, as the 
reader wi!! perceive, they are merely an adjunct to the 
pasturage, serving, during the winter, instead of hay, where- 
with to feed the caltle of various descriptions. 

This, then, is not a country of farmers, but a country of 
graziers; a country of pasture, and nut a ci)untry of the 
plough ; and those who formerly managed the land hare 
were not husbandmen, but herdsmen. Foutescue was, I 
dare say, a native of this country ; for he describes England 
as a country of shepherds aod herdsmen, not working so very 
hard as the peiiple of France did, haviog more leisure for 
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contemplatioD, and, tberefore, more likely to form m just 
estimate of their rights and duties : and he describes them 
as having, at all times, in their houses, plenty of flesh 
to eat, and plenty of woollen to wear. St. Augustink, 
in writing to the Pope an account of the character and 
conduct of his converts in England, told him that he 
found the English an exceedingly good and generous peo- 
ple ; hut that they had one fault, their fondness for flesh- 
meat was so great, and their resolution to have it so deter- 
mined, that he could not get them to abstain from it, even 
on the fast-days ; and that he was greatly afraid that 
they would return to their state of horrible heathenism, 
rather than submit to the discipline of the church in this 
respect. The Pope, who had more sense than the greater 
part of bishops have ever had, wrote for answer: " Keep 
'^ them within the pale of the church, at any rate, even if 
** they «laughter their oxen in the church-yards : let them 
*' make shambles of the churches, rather than suffer the 
*' devil to carry away their souls." The taste of our fathers 
was by no means for the potato ; for the *' nice mealy 
potato.*' The Pope himself would not have been able to 
induce them to carry " cold potatoes in their bogs** to the 
plough- field, as was, in evidence before the special commis- 
sions, proved to have been the common practice in Hamp- 
shire and Wiltshire, and which had been before proved by 
evidence taken by. unfeeling committees of the borough- 
monger House of Commons. Faith ! these old papas of 
ours would have burnt up not only the stacks, but the 
ground itself, rather than have lived upon miserable roots, 
while those who raised none of the food were eating up all 
the bread and the meat. Brougham and Birkbeck, 
and the rest of the Malthusian crew, are constantly at work 
preaching content to the hungry and the naked. To be sure, 
they themselves, however, ire not content to be hungry and 
naked. Amongst other things, they leW 0[v^ \qatVYci%-^^«^^ 
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that tbe woiting- folks, especially in the Nortli, uaed to Imie 
DO Uiead, except Buch aa was made of oats and of barlej-. 
That was better than potatoes, even the " nice mealij ones ;' 
especially when carried cold to the field in a bag. Gut tbese 
ticerury impoators, these deludera, aafaxaa they are able to 
delude; these vagabond authors, who thus write aod pub- 
liaii lot the purpose of pcrEuadiug the workiug' people to b* 
quiet, while they auck luxuries and riches out of the fruit 
of their toil ; these literary impostors take care nut to tell 
the people, that these oat-cakcs and this barley- bread were 
always asaociatud with great lumps ai fiesK-vtcal; ihey 
forget to tell them this, or rather these half- mad, perverse, 
and perv'eriiug literary inipostors suppress the facts for rea- 
sons far too manifest to need statiug;. 

The citUe here are the most beautiful by far that I ever 
saw. The sheep are very handsome; but the horned cattle 
are the prettiest creatures that ray eyes ever beheld. My sons 
will recollect, that, when they were little boys, I took ihem 
to see the " DiiniiAM Ox," of which they drew the pic- 
ture, 1 dare say, a hundred times. That was upon a large 
Male, to bo sure, the model of all these beautiful cattle : 
short horns, strait back, a taper neck, very small in propor- 
tion where it juins onto the small and handsome head, deep 
dewlap, Biuall boned in the legs, hoop.ribljed, squaie-l lipped, 
tail slender. A great part of them are white, or approach- 
ing very nearly to while : they all appear to be half fet, 
cows and oxen and all ; and the meat from them is said to 
be, and I believe it ia, as fine aa that from Lincfilushire. 
Herefordshire. Romney Marsh, or Pevensey Level; and I 
am ready, at any time, to swear, if need be, that one pound 
of it fed upon this grass is worlh more, to me at least, than 
any ten pounds or twenty pounds fed upon oil-cake, or iLo 
stinkingstuff of distilleries; aye, or even upon turnips. This 
is ail grass la/id, even from Siaffordshire to this point In 
its verj- nature it produces grass that fattens. The liitle 



-land ibA4 there itereiiiQ the SQuth of Laaoasbim 
and the West-Ridiog of Yorkshijce^ producea g;ra98 that would 
Ifttt^ftftD ox, though tbelaAdbau{ioa^&^/op«q^^t7/5, Every- 
idttre, vh^e there is. a 9u£Qieajey of grasa, it wili fattejci an 
ax } wA well do ureSoutheru people kjiow, that^ except io 
wese. valea aJid meadowa, we have m land that will do this ; 
we know that we might put aA ox up to. hia eyea in our 
5l[roi3^ and that it would only jq^t keep him fcoin pro2^^ 
^QTs^ : wa know that we ace obliged to haye tttrnips and 
^^ai and cabbages and parsnips add. potatoes^ and then^ 
vitl^ some of our hungry hay for them te pick their teeth 
mth^ we make shift to put fat upon an oxii Yet^ so much 
are we like the he^ts^ which^ in the fahle^ 6am& before 
JupiteY to ask him to endow them with faculties incompa?% 
Uhle widjk their divers frames and divers degrees of strength^ 
itM we, in this age q£ *' tmust improvements^ M^*uf»^'* are 
always haakeriag after laying fields down in.paiBture, in the 
Souths while, these fellows in the North, at if resolved ta 
riviJ ua ia '^ improvement *' and perverseness, must ^needs 
breaJ^ up their pasture-lands, and proclaim defiance to the 
w*U. of .Providence^ and, instead of rich paafcnre, pr08ent to 
tba ^e of the traveller half^green starveling oats and peas^ 
mmkt e£ them ia blossqm in tha la^t week of September. 
The land» iteelf, the earth, ef its own accord, as if resolved 
ta vindioate the decrees of its Maker, sends up grass ujoder 
^se miserable crops, as if to punish them for their intrur 
aion*; and, when the crops are off, there comes a pasture, at 
any rate, in which the grasa, like that of Herefordshire and 
Lincolnshire, is not (as it is in our Southern counties) 
mixed with weeds; but, standing upoa the ground as thick 
as the earth can bear it, and fattening everything that eats 
of it, it. forbids the perverse occupier to tear it to pieces* 
{^ch ia the land of this country; all to tlie North of 
.€hesbive,.ali any rate^ leaving 6ut ^^^ East- Riding of York« 




shire and Lineal nshire, which are adapted fur corn in acme 
spots and for cattle ia nlbcrs. 

These Yiirkahire and Durham caws are to be seen in. 
great numherg in and about Lundon, where ihey are used 
for the purpose of giving milk, of which I suppose Ihej give 
great quaulilics ; but it is always an observatiun that, if 
you have these cows you must keep them exceedingly tuell; 
and this is very true : fur, upon tlie food which does rery 
well fur the common cows of Hampshire and Surrey, tliej 
would dwindle away directly and be good for nothing stall ; 
and these slieep, which are ai beautiful as even imagination 
could make them, so round and so loaded with fleah, would 
actually perish upon those downs and in those folds, where 
our innumerable flocks not only live but fatten so well, and 
with such facility are made to produce ua such quantities of 
fine mutton and such bales of fine wool. There seems to be 
something in the soil and climate, and particularly in the 
Eoil, to create everywhere ft sort of cattle aud uf sheep fltted 
to it ; Dorsetshire and Somersetshire have sheep difTerent 
from all others, and the nature of which it is to have their 
lambs in the fall instead of having them in the spring. 1 re- 
member, that, when I was amongst the villages on the CoTS- 
woLD-ijiLLs, in Gloucestershire, they showed me their 
Bheep, in several places, which are a stout big-ljoned sheep. 
They told me, that many attempts had been made to cross 
tiiem with the small-boned Leicester breed, but that it had 
never succeeded, and that the race always got back to the 
CoTSWoLD breed immediately. 

Before closing these rural remarks, I cannot help calling 
to the mind of the reader an observation of Lomd Johm 
Scott Eldon, who, at a time when there was a great 
complaint about "ajfricuidira/ distress" and about the 
fearful increase of (he pour-rates, said, " that there was no 
"such distress iu Nor thvmher land, and no such inc 
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** of the poor-rates:** and so said my dignitary, Dr. Black, 
at the same time : and this^ this wise lord, and this not 
less wise dignitary of mine, ascribed to ** the bad practice 
<^ of the farmers o* the Sooth paying the labourers their 
** wages out of the poor-rates, which was not the practice in 
" the North.'* I thought tliat they were telling what the 
cliildren call stories ; but I now Gnd that these observations 
of theirs arose purely from that want of knowledge of the 
country, which was^ and is, common to them both* Why, 
Lord Johx, there are no such persons here as we call 
farmers, and no such persons as we call farm-labourers* 
From Cheshire to Newcastle, I have never seen one 
single labourer's cottage by the side of the road ! Oh, 
Lord ! if the good people of this country could but see the 
endless strings of vine- covered cottages and flower-gardens 
of the labourers of Kent, Sussex, Surrey, and Hampshire ; 
if they could go down the vale of the Avon in Wiltshire, 
from Marlborough Forest to the city of Salisbury, and 
there see thirty parish churches in a distance of thirty 
miles; if they could go from that city of Salisbury up 
the valley of Wylly to Warminster, and there see 
<me»and-thirty churches in the space of twenty-sevea 
miles ; if they could go upon the top of the down, as I did 
not far (I think it was) from St. Mary Cot ford, and 
there have under the eye, in the valley below, ten parish 
churches within the distance of eight miles, see the 
downs covered with innumerable flocks of sheep, water 
meadows running down the middle of the valley, while the 
iideis rising from it were covered with corn, sometimes 
Vk-^ hundred acres of wheat in one single piece, while the 
stack-yards were still well stored from the previous harvest ; 
if John Scott Eldon*s countrymen could behold these 
things, their quick* sighted ness would soon discover why 
pocNT-rates should have increased in the South and hot in 
the NoRTPi ; and, though their liberality would 6u.%sc2^«»^*^^ 
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3poli>gy fiir tay dignitary. Dr. Black, who was frdghled to 
Luadoa in a smack, and lias ever sincu been iDipounded in 
the Stkand, relieved now and then bj an e.xcunton to 
BLACsriEATiiorCLAPUAM CoMMOK; to find an apologj'v 
fer their cnunlryman, Lord John, would be puitiog thvir 
liberality to an uocrtmmonly severe test; for he, be it 
known to titeia, has chosen his cnuutry abode, not in the 
SrttASD hke my iMS-inforrned dignitury, Dr. Black, nor 
ijt liis native regions in the North ; but has, in the beauLifuL 
doiinty of D0H8ET, amidst valleys and downs ^irecisely likd 
those of Wiltshire, got aa near to the Eun as he could pa»> 
sibly get, and there, from the top of his maiisiun he can see 
a'sitore of churches, and from his liifty and ever-greeu 
tbwns, and from his fat valleys lieueath, lie anmially sends 
bis flacks (if long-tailed ewes to Afflesiiaiv fair, thence ta 
be sold to all the sou them parts of the kiDgdom, having 
L. E, marked upon their beautiful wool ; and, like the two 
l^tiotks atMAiDSTOSE, all tarted with the same brush. 
h. ia curious, too, notwUhstanding the uld maxim, that we 
all try to get as nearly as possible in our old age to the spot 
whence we lirst sprang, that Lord John's brother WiLLiiM 
(who has some tille that I have forgotten) has taken up liia 
quarters on the healthy and I say beautiful CoxewoLTis 
nf Gloucestersliire, where, in going in a post-chaise from 

STOWE-IN-TilE-WoLD tO ClRENCESTER, I thought 1 

sliDuLd never get by the wall of his park ; and 1 exclaioied 
\3 Mr. Dea^, who was along with me, " Curse this North- 
" umbrian ship-broker's son, he has got one-half of the 
V county;'' and then all the way to CiHENCESTEtt I wa» 
explaining to Mr. Dea> how the man had got his 'noaeif. 
Si which Dea K, who is a Roman Catholic, seemed to me to 
be ready to cross himself several times. 

N6r there is no apology for Lord John's observatiuns on 
the difference between the poor-rates of the South and those 
•f [he North. To go from London to his country -houses, he 
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muBt go across Surrey and Hampshire^ along one of the valfJB 
Tof Wiltshire, and one of the vales of Dorsetshire, in which 
latter. county he has nmny a time seen in one single lan^ 
ifield, a hundred wind-mows (stacks made in the field, ifi 
order that the corn may get q^iite dry before it be put into 
^eat stacks) ; he has many a time seen, on one farm, tw^ 
or three hundred of these, each of tvhich was very nearly as 
big as the stacks which you see in the stack-yards oT the 
North- Riding of Yorkshire and of Durham, where a larg* 
farm seldom produces more than ten or a dozen of these 
stacks, and where the farmer's property consists of his cattife 
and sheep, and where little, very little, agricultural laboitr 
is wanted. Lord John ought to have known the cause df 
the great difiference, and not to have suffered sach nonsense 
to come out of a head covered with so very large a wig. 

I looked with particular care on the sides of the road all 
the way through Yorkshire and Durham. The distance, 
altogether, from Oldham in Lancashire to Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, is about a hundred and fifty miles; and^ 
leaving out the great towns, I did not see so many churches 
as are to be seen in any twenty miles of any of the valleys 
of Wiltshire. All these things prove that these are by nature 
counties of pasturage, and that they were formerly used 
solely for that purpose. It is curious that there are none o^* 
those lands here which we call " meadows.*' The rivers 
run, in deep beds^ and. have generally very steep sides 5 no 
little rivulets and occasional overflowings that make the 
meadows in the South, which are so very beautiful, but the 
grass in which is not of the rich nature that the grass is \ik 
these counties in the North : it will produce milk enoirgh; 
but it wiH not produce beef, h is hard to say which part of 
the country is the most valuable gift of God ; but every one 
must see how perverse and injurious it is to endeavour to 
|)roduce in the one that which nature has intended to con^ 
fine to the other. After all^the tnmataral effortsithat harvia 
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been made here to ape the farming of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
it is only playing at farming, as stupid and '' loyal " parents 
used to set their children to play at soldiers during the 
last war. If any of these sensible men of Newcastle 
were to see the farming in the South downs, and to see, ^ 
I saw in the month of July last, four teams of large oxen, 
six in a team, all ploughing in one field in preparation for 
wheat, and several pairs of horses, in the same field, drag- 
ging, harrowing, and rolling, and had seen on the other side 
of the road, from five to six quarters of wheat standing 
upon the acre, and from nine to ten quarters of oats, stand- 
ing alongside of it, each of the two fields from fifty to a 
hundred statute acres; if any of these sensible men of New^ 
CASTLE could see these things, they would laugh at the 
childish work that they see going on here under the name 
of farming ; the very sight would make them feel how im* 
perious is the duty on the lawgiver to prevent distress from 
visiting the fields, and to take care that those whose labour 
produced all the food and all the raiment, shall not be, fed 
upon potatoes and covered with rags; contemplating the 
important effects of their labour, each man of them would 
say as I said when this mean and savage faction had me at 
my trial, '* I would see all these labourers hanged, and be 

hanged along with them, rather than see them live upon 

potatoes/* 



it 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 24. September^ 1832. 

Since writing the above I have had an opportunity of 
receiving information from a very intelligent gentleman of 
this county, who tells me, that in Northumberland there are 
some lands which bear very heavy crops of wheat ; that the 
agriculture in this county is a great deal better than it is 
farther south ; that, however, it was a most lamentable thing 
that the paper-money price of corn tempted so many men 
to break up these &ne pastures ; that the turf thus destroyed 
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eannot be restored, probably in a whole century ; that the 
land does not now, with present prices, yield a clear profit, 
anything like what it would have yielded in the pasture ; 
and that thus was destroyed the goose with the golden eggs. 
Just so was it with regard to the downs in the south and 
jthe west of England, where there are hundreds pf thousands 
of acres, where the turf was the finest in the world, broken 
up for the sake of the paper -money prices, but now left to. be 
downs again ; and which will not be downs for more than 
a century to come. Thus did this accursed paper-money 
cause even the fruitful qualities of the earth to be antici*- 
pated, and thus was the soil made worth less than it was 
before the accursed invention appeared ! This gentleman 
told me, that this breaking up of the pasture-land in this 
country had made the land, though covered again with 
artificial grasses, unhealthy for sheep ; and he gave as an 
instance the facts, that three farmers purchased a hundred 
and fifty sheep each, out of the same flock ; that two of / 
them, who put their sheep upon these recently broken-up 
lands, lost their whole flocks by the rot, with the exception 
oi four in the one case and four in the other, out of the 
three hundred : and that the third farmer, who put his sheep 
upon the old pastures, and kept them there, lost not a 
single sheep out of the hundred and fifty ! These, ever 
accursed paper-money, are amongst thy destructive effects ! 
I shall now, laying aside for the present these rural affairs, 

• 

turn to the politics of this fine, opulent, solid, beautiful, and 
important town. With r^pect, however, to matters in 
which I myself have been and am concerned, and in giving 
account of which it will not be necessary for me to speak of 
the character or conduct of other parties, I am at liberty to 
proceed freely ; and, indeed, justice to myself, justice to my 
friends, and justice to our cause, demand of me that I dis- 
charge this duty without loss of time. 
I hare to relate theui that, while at Mai9 Chester, I 
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received an invitation to lodge while here, at the liauee of 
& friend, of whom 1 shall have to speak more fully hereafter; 
that every deni on strati on of respect and kindnesa met me M 
(he door of the coach in which I came from Lf.eim, on 
Friday, the 21. September ; that in (he early part of Satur- 
day, the 33. a deputation of gemliemeo, with Mr. LarkiN, 
the surgeon, at their head, u'aited upon me with an addrest, 
ivbich I shall presently inaert. Let the readers, in my nativw 
county and pariah, reoiember, that i am now at the cod 
of thirty years of calumnies piiured out inceEsantly upon HM 
from the poisonous mouths and pens uf three hundred merce- 
nary vilUioa, called newspaper editors and reporters ; that I 
have written and published more than a hundred volumes in 
th(»e thirty years ; and that more than a thousand volumes 
(chiefly paid for out of the taxes) have been written and 
published for the sole purpose of impeding the progress of 
those truths that dropped from my pen ; that my whole life 
has been a. life of sobriety and labour ; that I have inva* 
riably shown that I loved and honoured my country, and 
that I preferred its greatness acd happiness far beyond my 
own ; that, at four distinct periods, I might have rolled io 
wealth derived from the public money, which 1 always 
refused on any account to touch; that, for having thwarted 
this Government in its wastefulness of the pahltc resonrcea, 
and particularly for my endeavours to produce that reform 
uf the Parliament which the Government itself has at last 
been compelled to resort to ; that, fur having acted tUia 
zealous and virtuous part, I have been tnice stripped of all 
inga by the acts of this Governmer 



in a felon's jail for 
two years and a half; 
spot within a hundred 
my life ; and here I a 
of men amongst the nii 
and the names of soi 



>to exile far 
nd that, after all, here 1 am on ft 
iles uf which I never was before in 
receiving the unsolicited applause 
intelligent in the whole kingdom, 
of whom have been pronouccEd 
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jaccompanied with admiration^ even to the southernmost edge 
of the kingdom. 

The ADDBESS, which was preceded by ^ speech of Mr. 
Larkin, was delivered to me printed on white satin; and 
I will take care that it shall be preserved in a suitable 
manner, not only for my life-time, but for the life of one, at 
Jleast, tbat shall come after me. Upon occasions like this I 
always think what base and degenerate dogs those must 
be^ who^ while tbe world is looking at them with scorn, can 
crawl upon their bellies to obtain marks of approbation from 
ministers and kings. I will now insert first, the speech of 
Mr. Lark IN, and then the address^ together with all the 
^ignatures^ being well assured that my excellent friends la 
London, at Oldham, at Manchester, and everywhere 
else, will think this the best answer to be given to the 
sneaking and base PRIGS of Manchester, and to their 
not less base Instigators at Westminster. 



MR. LARKIN'S SPEECH. 

To Mr. Cobbett. 

'* Sir, — I am deputed by the gentlemen who have signed 
*' this address, an address of congratulation on your arrival 
*' in this town, to present it to you. To me this is an office 
^' which I perform with sentiments of pride and gratification 
'^ which language is inadequate to express; and I embrace 
" with eagerness the opportunity it affords of acknowledging 
*^ the deep debt of gratitude which, as a Catholic, I owe to 
'' the historian of the Protestant Reformation. Sir, you 
conclude your English Grammar with the following sen- 
tences of advice to your son : ' Never esteem men merely 
** * on account of their riches or*their station. Respect 
** * goodness, find it where you may. Honour talent where- 
'** 'ever you behold it unassociated with \kfe\ >a\:CLVwka>WL\^. 

c 
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*' ■ when exerted 
" * above all thiogs, hold it 
" ' to protect defenceless ii 
" * powetfal guilt.' We, 
" precisely by the sentimi 
" these beautiful Iidcs. 



ipaaied with esertion, and especially 
ihe cause of truth and justice ; and, 
honour when it ateps forward 
against the attacks of 
on this occasion are actuated 
you have bo well expressed in 
rou we honour talent not only 



" unasEociated with vice, but attended with great v 

" not only attended with great virtues, but accompanied 

" with great exertions ; not only accompanied with great 

" exertions, but with exertions that have uniformly been ta 

" the cause of trull) and justice ; and, above all thtngn, we 

" honour you, because you have never failed to step forward 

■' to protect defenceless innocence against powerful guilt. 

" To us it is peculiarly pleasing to have this opportunity of 

' laying befori! you our unaffected sentiments of admiratida 

' and esteem, because in a 

'* suspected of flattery, nor 

' sir, have not riches, nor plat 

' Dor stars, nor ribands, nor garters, 



tsing you we cannot be 

Bed of hypocrisy. You, 

lor pensions, nor honours, 

it your disposal ; what 



" motive then can we have in presenting an address to you 
" but that of giving expression to our feehcg in the sim- 
" piicity and sincerity of our hearts ? You have made not 
" only individuals, but a nation your debtor. There is ndt 
" one of ua who has not personally experienced the advan- 
'' tages of your exertions. In your admirable GrnmmarB 
'' of the French and English languages, what useful in- 
. how pleasingly conveyed ! in your ' Advice 
>ung Men,* what excellent lessons, and what in- 
[> virtue and independence ! in your agricultural 
" works, what knowledge of rural affairs ! in your ' Cottage 
" Economy,' what knowledge of domestic concerns! iti 
" your Political Register, what knowledge of the economjr 
" of nations'. In these works what a versatility and variety 
" of talent do we behold ! What evidence of a mind at 
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*' once coxDprehensive and minute in ite \iewa, en^raciog 
. " things of vast and gigantic magnitude, and not disdaining 
^ ^ those that appear little and unimportant. We are proyd 
» *^ oi you as our countryman ; and regard with admiratjpn 

*' a genius that has elevated you from the guidance of the 
. ^' plough to a -fitness to guide a kingdom. I have now^ sir, 

'' the honour to read to you the following address/' , 

He then piut the address into my hands^ which I recei?^ 
. -with greater pride than I ever received anything in my li& ; 
^ .and as I knew nothing of what the address was to he^, I 

returned a short extempore answer, which I am afraid w&as 
^ a very awkward affair, compared with the matter as well as 
. with the manner of that which had heen uttered hy 

Mr. Larkix. 

<■ 

THE ADDRESS. 

"Sir, — We, the undersigned, gladly take this oppor- 
** tunity, by many of us long desired, of conveying to you^ 
** our respect and our congratulations on your arrival in this 
** town. We respect you, sir, less for the unrivalled talent 
'* of your writings than for the utility of those writings, 
" especially regarding them as directed to better the con- 
*' dition and improve the minds of the labouring class ; 

that class, which, if honours were rightly distributed,^. 

ought to be held the highest, as all the rest depend upon- 
" it. There is, however, sir, another feature of your 
*^ writings, in our eyes, even more important than that ta 
" which we have just alluded ; your strictures upon the 
" money affairs, or currency of this great kingdom. In your 

views on this most momentous matter you have, in our 

opinion, been right from first to last ; and so deeply and 
" thoroughly convinced are we of the truth of your 
** doctrines, that we embrace this opportunity of declaring, 
" that on one essential point we take your advice. We 
^' declare, sir, (and your reasonings are the cause of the* 

c ^ 
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*^ declaration,) that if any alteration whatever in the 
" currency be attempted^ every one of us, who have moniei 
*^ either lodged in savings banks, or otherwise similarly in* 
'^ vested, will, on hearing of such attempt, immediately turn 
*' such money into gold, and keep it so. 

" We further congratulate you, sir, on the passing of the 
'* Reform Bill, inasmuch as it will inevitably bring about, 
^* in the fulness of time, the success of those great measures 
*^ of which you, during a long life, have been the most able 
** and most unwearied advocate. Your admission Into Par- 
'' liament, we have no doubt, will be one of the consequences 
** of that bill ; and we shall esteem your advocacy in Par- 
**' liament of those great measures which you have so long 
** advocated out of it, as the surest evidence that the reform, 
<' which we have hailed as real, is real indeed. 

** We wish you, sir, health and happiness, and that you 
may have the felicity of witnessing, and carrying into 

effect, that full coDsummation of national regeneration ; 
'* to the success of which you have been, by your writings in 
** our opinion, the greatest contributor." 

'' Newcastle upori'Tyne, Sept. 19, 1832." 
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group of towns, Nemtcastle, North Shields, Gatest 
HEAD, and South Shields, a very few words are neces* 
sary ; the Tyne is the Thames ; Newcastle is the city of 
London ; Gateshead is Southwark ; the bridge that connects 
these is old LondonTbridge ; North Shields is Wapping; 
and South Shields is Deptford : and all these are so pre^ 
cisely like the big thing in Middlesex and Surrey, that^ i^ 
"Would almost make one believe that the former place ha4 
bred, and that this was a young one. As you go over the 
bridge from Gateshead to Newcastle^ there are theshipf 
innumerable, lying below the bridge as far as you can see 
down the river ; and there are the barges and the boats 
above the bridge ; and all the same sort of people at work^ 
and all the same sort of work going on. When you get 
over the bridge there is the Thames-street turning roun^ 
the corner to the right and to the left ; and there is the 
Custom-house ; and there is the Billingsgate, only with the 
fish a little fresher, and with fishwomen not quite so drunken 
nor quite so nasty; and there is the ** Fish-street-hill," 
just as much like " t'other place** as if it had been spit out 
of its mouth, only that it has not a lying monument vl^ 
t'other place has. Newcastle is a really solid fine town ; 
just such streets as the city of London ; just such shops ; 
and just such industrious and busy-looking people. Nor is 
it (worse is its luck !) destitute of a corporation, yielding, as 
far as I can find, in point of wisdom, justice, honesty, fair 
dealing with the people, not one jot to Charley Pear- 
son, FiGGiNS the printer's tinker, and the rest of the 
THING under which we have the happiness to live in 
Middlesex. To be sure, there is not such ample scope for 
guttling and guzzling ; but this corporation, too^ is allowed 
to raise taxes on the river ; it has the fingering of public 
property of various descriptions ; and I am well assured^ 
that the manner of its management, and the application and 
distiibution of the funds, are such, that Charley Pear* 

c 3 
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Bos's Common Council and Huciies Huuuks's Court of 
Atdermen have no reason to blush at be&riDg the curporatioa 
«f Newcastle called their legitimate offspring. Not to 
be deficient in anything belonging to the parent, die ebil4 
has a DEBT, too; a funded debt; and, like t'othtr 
THING, which, again, resembles the great THING of all 
at Westminster, it can never pay off! So that in all 
tiriogs this famous town of Newcastle resembles the eitf ot 
London; and Gateshead and the two Suielpses re- 
Gemble those bustling appendages before-mentianed. It it 
impossible, by the use of any words, to give an adequate 
idea of the stir and buatle upon this river, of which there 
BBems to he scarcely any square yard of water which ex» 
perieoces one half hour at a lime without something or other 
being floating upon it. 



Sunderland, 26. Sept. 1832. 
From North SniELns you look across the water t» 
South Shields ; and there is a stcanj-boat ia1tin|; passen- 
gers across every half hour. By this steam-boal I crossed 
at tweh'e o'clock to-day, and got to this place about two. 
SuNUEiiLAND is seven miles from South Shields, in a. 
BOulh- easterly direction, near the mouth of a river called 
the Wear, on the right bank of which, going downwards, 
the greater part of the town lies. To go into the town yon 
go over an iron bridge of very beautiful architecture. The 
river is narrow, running down between rocks which are 
nearly perpendicular and of great height. The bridge crosaw 
this river from rock to rock, and is so far above the water 
that ships of considerable size go under the bridge by only 
Joweringtheir top.gallant-roaats. The main street at Son- 
DERLAHD is, they say, a mile and three quarters long j 
vid it bas innumerable shops, finer, on an average, thwi 
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tboaeof tbe Stband, Fleet-btkeet, aad Ciif^APsiDR ; 
BO tUat, though there is oathuig but coala produced here, 
they cause the other parts of the world to bring hither all- 
iQannsr of coDrenieoces and fiiierieG. There are considerable 
glass maaufacloriea here and in the neighbour hood of New- 
CA&TLr, ; but these also are occasioned by the coals. 

But the most interesting and valuable product of this part 
of England ia, the people, of whom it is impossible to speak 
too much ia praise. My readers will remember well the 
iamous speeches and petitions sent up from Newcastle, 
dariag the discussions on tbe Reform Bill. They will re- 
fflembor well how much we admired the speecheH of Messrs. 
Attwood, DounLEDAT, Larkik, Fife, and others. Not 
a, man of my readers, I dare say, has not wislied that he 
could have seen or heard these men, whose speeches and 
proceedings absolutely gave a tone to the whole country, 
and whoie names became familiiir in the mouths of even 
the chopsticks of Sussex and Kent. 1 have now seen 
these men with my own eyes ; and they are a fair sample, 
perhaps rather a picked sample, of the whole of the people 
i)f this distriut of the country iu Durham and Northumber~ 
land, which eeeme to have been always famous for men of 
great genius and energy. In going from SouTri Shields 
to Sl'N'dekland we went near to Jakrow, so famous 
as the birth-place of " the venerable Bede ;" to be sure, aa 
to venerable there was some difference between him and 
the two ScoTTS, Eldon and Stowlll, and that Mit- 
roRD who was afterwards Lord Redesdale; but they 
also were natives of Newcastle and the neighbourhood ; 
and having had the good tuck to go to the South, they 
astonished the natives, and became great men, which t/tei/ 
never would have been if Ihey liiid remained here: and 
to conscious do lliey appear to have been of ibis, that they 
Ijave all taken special good care never to come back to eettle 
here again. They have sent their new aad &v.c 
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be put up at the corners of the atreeU, whioli names have' 
hitbe I to escaped the fute of that of Wellington ; and 
jo b11 proliabilitj wilt now continue to escape it. 

Let me now give my readers io ihe South, if 1 can, Bame« 
thing like aa adequate idea of the face of the country, of 
ih^ farming, and of the collieries, and of the stale of the 
working people, which laKt is always the most interesting 
object with every man of sense, writing upon ihe state of k 
coantry. Observe, that, in goiog from Newcastle to 
NoHTH Sii lELDs, you go a road pretty nearly parallel with 
the river, and get set-en miles nearer to the sea. Along this 
seven miles the farming is excellent ; fine corn fields, large 
and beautiful fields of turnips of both kinds, sowed in rows 
will) inter- cultivation ; and 1 saw not ooe Geld of turnips 
which was not fine ; the pastures very fine ; the liay-stacks, 
containing from forty, perhaps, to seventy tons of hay each, 
made even neater than those in Middlesex, and thatched 
with greater care. No barlej', but prodigious (ju an titles of 
wheat and of oats ; the stacks much larger than those on 
the road from Leeds to Newcastle, and in some cases from 
twenty to thirty of them in one farm-yard. The cows, the 
finest that man ever set his eyes on ; a good deal of white 
in theit colonr ; some quite white ; short horna ; strait back ; 
just like those in the Holdeusess country of Yorkshire, 
and in great abundance as (o oumbers though ilie propor- 
tion of pasture land has been, unwisely, ao considerably 
diminished. The turnips are for winter food in the stall 
for the cattle. 

From South Shields to Sondehland the country 
still the same, or rather better as it lies nearer the sea. 
There are no harns such as we have in the Simth. All the 
farm buildiu^a are of stone; each has a place sufficiently 



large for beating o 



tthe 



n by a thrashing machin 



there appears to be no such thing as a barn's fioo 

in the whole of these counties. The terrific word "Swin 
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whteh wad at once a signature and a signal, is the name of > 
that part of the flail which the thrasher brings into contact 
with the straw. There&re Mr. Swin(» never was heard 
of in this county ; hut his doings would have been heard of 
had it not been for a reason very different indeed from that 
of any difference that there b in the character^ in the mo* 
rality, or in the intelligence, or understanding, or education, 
in those who labour on the land. Scott Eldon and Dr^r 
BlACK used to prate away about the good sense of the^ 
labourers in the North, and about the poor-rates not being 
excessive in the North. They did not seem to know that 
here agriculture ig only a small part of the business of the 
county, and that in the southern, eastern, and western coun-* 
ties it is the whole business. They did not seem to know 
that there were no farm labourers living in cottages here f- 
and that there was scarcely an instance in this part of 
England of a person working upon the land, not living, or^: 
at least, boarding, in the house of the farm on which h^* 
worked. A man who has been paid as a statesman for pretty 
nearly fifty years, and another who has been a professed 
enlightener of the people for twenty years, ought to have 
known that there was no such thing as a village purely 
agricultural to the north of Leeds, while the southern^ 
eastern, and western counties consist of very little else; such 
men ought to have known this ; but they did not know it» 
therefore they spread about error instead of spreading what* 
ought to be called knowledge. 



Durham, 27. Sept. 1832. 

In coming from Sunderland to Dj[)rham, a distance, 
of fourteen miles, I came from the sea-beach to the centre o{ 
the county, and gradually to inferior land. I perceive, that 
the county of Durham, along by tVi^ %fc-tX-«A^,\i.^& ^ ^^^ 
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(^laodi varjiag in width from fire miles to ten or tu'eUff,- 
resembtiog thecouotry io the East-Ridiog, aod in the eutani 
part of the North-Riding of Yurkahire, tu which Utter, 
indeed, it joina. Tbe East-Riding is separ&ted from ths 
rich part of Lincolnshire by the Hdmuek; and thus this 
line land tuns all alung by the sea-side from Lynk, in 
Norfolk, to the mouth of the Tyne; and then it giMi 
all along the sea-coast to the Tweed, including id its 
way the estates of Lord Gkev at the hamlet of Howick; 
and from the Twbeu it continues on to tlie Firtu of 
Forth, taking io theiitte farming countries of Benvickshire, 
and East Lotuias, to behold which Is a pleasure that I 
yet have to come, 

Tills eastern part of the connty uf DuKHAU is, like all 
the rest of these counties, generally level ; or, at least, much 
more so than the counties in the Sautb and the West. The 
country is fioe, but not pretty; the harvest was all in ; but 
the Btuhhles and the stacks proved it to have been good ; 
and, as to the pastures, the turnips, and the cows, they ex-- 
ceed everything of which a Southern, or Western, or Easb- 
ern, farmer can have an idea. The sheep appear to be of 
the Leicester breed, the Ciieviot-iiii-l sheep not bar- 
ing found their way into these rich pastures. 

But the great business of life here relates to the produce 
of the eub'Boil still more than to that which comes front the 
surface. The collieries ara tlie cliief part of the property 
«f the county, Sukdeklakd, the two Shiei-usks and 
Gateshead, and Newcastle itself, have been created 
by these collieries. Here is the most surprising thing in the 
whole world ; thousands of men and thousands of horses con- 
tinually living under ground : children born there, and who 
sometimes, it is said, seldom see tlie surface at all, though they 
Kve to a considerable age. The thing is not hke the mining 
in Cornwall, wh^h causes so much tumbling about the sur- 
face and disfiguring of the face of the country. You see here 



•sd there a group of lar^e buildings, and see llie Gtnok^ 
HGiuDgfrom some place wliere there is a Gtc;im-eiigLae aoiidBt 
those buildingB. Out of a hole souiewhere amidst that 
group of buildings come everlasling sliip-loads of coals. 
There is a railway from the pit to carry the coals to the slii}}s: 
the wagons carrying the coals are made of sheet iron ; ihey 
are all of a size. A u liole train of them marcties une after 
Ihe other, sometimes drawn by a horse, but more freijuenlly 
impelled by (he pulling of a rope, or a chain, which passes 
along a little gutter below the surface of the ground, wliiub 
mpe or chain is pulled by the force of an engine, and thus 
you see a score of these wagons loaded going one way, aad 
another score of empty ones passing them going the other 
way, without your beinf[ able Ui discover any cause for their 
miilioa. The coals are lifted up out of the pit by the same 
eagioe and tipped iqIo the wagons ; then, when the wagons 
^t to the ships, they are seized by another engiae and tip- 
ped into ihem. Then there are Tailti'ays down utider 
ground Jot bringi/itf the coals to the month of the pit, 
sod tiorsea living there to draw the wagons upon those raiU 
ways. Some of the horses go down and live there for ten or a 
^zen years ; and agenileman told me, that Lord DujiiiytM, 
ar bis father, I forget which, had eight bundled Iiorsesunder 
ground for years together. Now, when the old women at 
Sutton Scotney are putting llicir tea-kettles, those sonrces 
of such comfort, uver the iiandful of coals (hat they have gut 
^m WiKCiiESTER, let them have the gratitude to thank 
the fellows great and small, that take so much pains and 
exercise so much ingenuity to send them this sort of fuel to 
assist their acanty supply of wood. All that you see of the 
collieries are the railways, the wagons, and the group of 
buildings of which I have spoken. While the men are at 
work below sending up the coals, the surface consists of corn 
fields, pastures, and turnip-fields, as fine as man ever set his 
'4jres upoD. I'he coal-pits are conuderably diUa.at.'&uvav.'&sHv 




other, and Bome of them as much as fifteen miles from the 
ships, the wagons marching backn'ard and forn'ard without 
either horee or man to attend theai. The engines occasion 
no very great deal of smoke, so that the country is but littls 
disfigured by these stupendous proceedings. In the viclna^ 
of each collier; there are extensive rows of small housest ia 
which the families of the pit-men and other workmen reside. 
These are all built of stone, and covered with tiles. AU 
very solid, and very good, and invariably welt furnished; 
hardly one without a good chest of drau'ers, and otlier evi- 
dences of good living. Kept very clean, too, and the 
ground before their houses generally very clean. I particn> 
larly observed, aye, and I observed it with singular pleasuroi 
that there were scarcely any potaloes to be seen, either in 
large pieces or small pieces of ground. Very few appear to 
be planted except in the vic.inago of towns ; and everything 
shows that this root is used here merely us garden-atuffi 
and that the people live, as Ihey ought to do, principally 
upon meat and bread. No wretches go to M'ork here with 
" cold potatoes in their bags,'' as they did in Hampshire 
be/ore the tiine» of thejires, and as ihe farmer was proceed- 
ing to tell the Jury that they did, when Judge VAtroiiAK 
Stopped him, and bild the jury that that had nothing at alt 
to do witli the matter! And, here, let me observe, that it 
was uaforluoate that the Prime Minister had lived all his 
life amongst the well-fed farming people of Durham and 
Horthumbcrlaud ; and that he was expost^d to the terrible 
danger of acting upon the representations of others who lived 
in Hampshire and Wiltshire, l:Ord Ghby can know 
nothing of the lives which the labourers of those two coaii> 
ties have led for some years past : jt was impossible that he, 
residing as he has done so constantly at home, should he 
able to bring his mind to an idea of what was passing in 
those two counties, nor in any of the counties of the South, 
East, or West. I said at the lime ; 1 believed it then, aad 
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I;Still believe it; that, if it had been possible for himta 
know the situation of the labourers in the South, Hampshire 
would not now contain pretty nearly three hundred children 
made fatherless by the Special Commissions; and, I hope, 
that his Lordship is yet to have the satisfaction of reflecting 
that^. he has restored fathers to those children. If he 
could see the widows and the mothers and the children that 
I saw only at Sutton Scotney in July last, I will not 
believe that this act of mercy would be delayed for another 
fottr months. At any rate, it is with me the very first 
object ; an object which I will never either abandon or 
neglect. If those men of the southern and western coun-' 
ties; and, indeed, of all the counties involved in the trans*- 
a;ctions alluded to ; if all the men engaged merely in those 
violences which arose manifestly out of their sufferings from 
want ; if these men be brought back to th^ir wives, their 
children, and their parents, then let the whole of the matter 
be buried in pblivion ; but, if they be not, life shall quit me 
before I cease - to make ^very effort in my power to keep- 
alive those transactions, in every way that I, legally, can do 
it ; and in thus acting, I shall only be pursuing those pre- 
cepts which I have taken so much pains to impress upon the 
minds of others. 

This city of Durham is, like all old towns and cities, of 
shape very irregular, and the streets are by no means what 
we call handsome ; but the inequality of the ground is so 
great, and the situation of the castle and the tower and of 
the cathedral church (which was formerly the church of the 
Abbey of St. Cuthbert), the little hill on which these 
Are situated is so lofty, and so nicely guarded and orna*- 
mented by the river Wear, which comes pretty nearly 
round it in the form of a horse-shoe, and then goes off under 
two bridges over which you pass in going through the town 
from. Sunderland to Newcastle; all these make the 
dite of this city the most interesting and beaudC-al \!caX '^ 
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b poasihle to conceive. Tbo Bishop, Van Mildert. 
whose fatlier was brouglit over 1 believe froai Geiuiany bjr 
old Queen CfiARi.OTTE, Is a sort uf eiivemgn pcioce here. 
He has his court of Itegistr)', and all iiianoer of offices such 
as belong to regal dominion and revenue. The Dean and 
Chapter are a sort of petty siivcrcigns, too ; each of them 
liaTiog, perhaps, a revenue exoeediog that of the Kin); of 
Hanorer. They have "royalties" of coal-niinea and gf 
lead-mines ; they have the tithe of the Unds above: they 
have ihe rents of the lands above, and of the miues beneath. 
I wonder nhat law, Mosaic, Apostolic, Canonical, 
Common or Statute, ever gave them the right to eel], and 
cause to be carried atvay, the soil of the laods given to 
them in trust. I wondei where they can Bud law for taking 
away part of the eartb, and not leaviog to theU aucceuor 
tbat which they have so received in trust. However, we 
shall, I trusr, proceed, wiih regard to theae matters, in a ivay 
thai will preclude all necessity for any legal inquiry of the 
tedious description at which I have Just hinted. 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 28. Sept. 1832, 
I lectured at the theatre at North Shields, on the 
25th; at SuNDBitiAND, at the theatre, on the 26th; &tid 
in aroont at an inn at Durham, on the 27th. This even- 
ing I have given a third lecture in the [ilay-houae at this 
place. And now for a liille " EGOTISM," as the stupid 
and envious vagabonds call it. A stupid publication called 
the IVeslminsler Review, set up abimt six or seven years 
ago, began, from its very start, to hold forth JEitiiY Bbk-? 
THAU as [he greatest of lawgivers and the yreatest q/" 
wen. It waa, and has been, conducted principally by that 
BowRiHG who is called a doctor, and who is not half la 
legitimate & doctor as my Dr. Black. Gowelihu was the 
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e4Uor at any rate, and J£RUY Bektuam the hero e£ the^^ 
work« The appellation coomionly given to Bentuam wa^^,-. 
'• THE GREAT BENTHAM/' WelJ^ great as Jerry, 
was, death smote the great mortal at last. He made ni^^ 
\if ILL, which BowRiNG was stupid enough to publish ;«. 
and, from that will, it appeared that Jerry was audi 
ajways had been the proprietor of this Westminster Review ! 
Out then came the fact, that this miserable queer old cox-* 
comb had either been calling himself the " GREAT BEN- 
THAM *' for seren years; or, which was worse, had beeo* 
paying a base hireling for doing it ! That was '* EGO**' 
TISM ** indeed ; that would cover the name of BektuaM" 
with ererlastiifg infamy, if it were not screened from our* 
recSollection by the total insignificance of the incompre** 
heosible conundrums that he was continually putting upon* 
paper. For a maa who is attacked by scores of those bas«« 
ai»d eoviMis creatures whom Pope called *' the race thtai- 
wrke ;'' fer such a man to asseit his own claims to pubiio* 
^ttentioB, and ia hia own name, too, is not *' EGOTISM/'* 
but self-defience and public duty. Is it egotism in me to : 
say, that I foretold that the country banks would blow up. 
and that Wellington's name would be rubbed from tha» 
corners 6f the streets, and his picture come down from the> 
i^B-posto] Is it <' EGOTISM*' in me to receive marks o£ 
respect from anybody, and to put an account of them upon, 
leoord ! Why in me any more than in anybody el5e I. 
When ministers or kings are addressed, the whole matter ia 
a. tluog of previous contrivance. A copy of the address ia 
communicated to the party beforehand ; the answer ; ia 
studkd and got rsfady ; the parties know one another well ; 
and the motives, on both sides, are sometimes supposed no* 
td be the purest that ever anioiated the minds of men« 
These mari&a of respect bestowed on me, must of necessity 
be voluntary and be sieoere ; in this case especially, tbey 
came from persona whom I have never seen belbre^ and tS^A 
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greater part of wliom will, in all humao probability, never 
see me again. Be this as it may, hoivever, 1 received an 
ADDRESS at Sun DERLAND ; and, "egotism" or "egotism" 
Dot, here I publish it with all the oames Eubjoined to it, 
and which, I was laid, would have been twenty limes as 
nuuieroua, if I could have spared time to at<>p for the signing. 
" Sib, — We, the undersigued, lake this opportunity, 
"which we have long desired, of conveying to you our 
" feeling3 of respect aod cHngratulalion on your arrival at 
" Sunderland. In you, sir, we behold the inslructer of 
" youth, the advocate of the weak, the defender of the op- 
" pressed, the great champion of the labouring dames in 
" England, the unsparing exposer of all abuses, and the 
" firmest and most able supporter of the rights and liberties 
" of the people. In your writings wo find displayed the 
" most powerful reasoning, combined with the greategt 
" beauty and simplicity of style, with knowledge most pro- 
" found, and sagacity and penetration which nothing can 
" elude. In your hands, euhjects the most intricate and 
" complex, become easy and intelligible to every capacity; 
" and while yunr works display talents of the most unrivalled 
" description, they were never surpassed in point of ability. 
" You have studied politics not merely in ihe mansions and 
" palaces of the great, but in the cottages of the poor : and 
" while you have exposed the ignorance of the men who 
" have for years wielded the destinies of this great, but 
" oppressed country, you have made subjects too deep even 
" for their comprehension, familiar to the minds of the poor 
" and humble. 

" Grateful as we are to you for your advocacy of reform, 
" we are not less grateful for your powerful exposition of th« 
" fraud of the paper-money system. Upon this subject, 
" your writings have been at once profound and prophetic, 
'* and stamp you in our estimation as the greatest statesman 
" of the age : events have been the ci 
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** dom of your writings on this subject ; and we read those 
** truths of your predictions in the poverty and wretchedness 
** which ' Peel's Bill * (that statesman whose ignorance and 
'^ conceit you have so admirably exposed) has disseminated 
*' over the country* 

*' We beg to congratulate you on the passing of the Bi(( 
** of Reform ; like every other work of human intellect^ it 
** is imperfect ; but imperfect as it is, we believe it to be 
*^ the first stone in the foundation of the liberties of English- 
*^ men, liberties which have too long been a sound and not 
** a substance. Your admission into Parliament, we trust, 
*^ will be one of the most important conse)quences of that bill, 

" We wish you health, happiness, and long life, and thtit 
" you may, ere you submit to that decree, which limits all 
'* human efforts, behold the full triumph of your opinions, 
'' and the complete humiliation of all your enemies. 
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Morpeth, 1. Oct. 1832. 
From Newcastle I came to MoupETii.on Saturday, the 
fure part of the day, in oi'der to lecture here on Satuiday 
night, which I did to a verj' respectable audieooe in the 
Tuwn-tiall, sitiiiig, for the first time in my life, trhere the 
judge used to sit, and where ihe chairman of the Quarter 
Se&sione aits now, I believe. Being thuG eeated on the 
beuch, and looking down upon the hig table around which 
the lawyers used to sit, 1 could not help letting my thoDghls 
fly off to Winchester, VAUGHAN and ALDERSON 
and DENMAN and WILDE (" our right truBty and right 
" entirely beloved cousin and counsellor, Thomas WILD-E, 
*' one of our venerable Servants at Law"), and WILDE, 
I say, and Ciirtiti.EY Peauson, and Wilkins the mouii'- 
tebank, whom the PoTTEiia Lave got at Pipkia-palace : 
1 could not lielp letting my thoughts ramble away thus to 
the South, and bring the tivo Masons, poor Cook of 
MiCHtLDEVEIl, FrtRMEIt BoYES of OwsELBtlRy, 

Lady Nohthekk, Mrs. Long, and all the tribe of the 
RiCKETTSES, and Mrs. Fubsell and her son, and 
VdHGUAK forbidding the farmer to talk about the ''cold 
potatoes in the bag," while he listened Co and complimented 
an Irishwoman of the narue of Cava K,n hose chap is called 
a tord, aad who and \^hose chap receives a. pretty good Eum 
of public money every year ; while he listened to, and com- 
plimented this woman for evidence tending to show that the 
labourers were well treated. Being in the judgment-seat, 
it was impossible for ma not to think uf these things ; tliere< 
fore, if 1 wandered in my lecture, which I dare say I did, 
I trust my very indulgent hearers will, if any of them should 
read this, have the goodness to excuse such wandering ; 
and that my readers will, from like motive, have the good- 
ness to excuse the wanderings in which I have immeshed 
myself here. It was impossible for my body to be so situated 
wiiliout thinking of Wilkins the mauntebank, Tom Pot- 



TEA -aiiid the pumpiogs of the children of his neighbour, 
f« our right entkeljf beloved'' WiLDE, his co-judges Aldei^* 
soK, VAUOBAN^tmd Dekmak, Drayton the auctioneer, 
Taffy Jenkins^ Farmer Boyes, and Henhy Cooik, 

. iK^hose ipirity though the body be wasting in the grave, is, 

. and will continue to be^.taiightier than if the body were 
alive: of all theae^ and of Tom Bariko, and of that fine 

' estate, which has coine to him irom tlie Great Alpred 
himself; of Alexander, and of the famous Bikguam, 
bis £rst*bofn ; of Francis also the son of Tom,; of the 
handcuffii put round Mrs. Deacle's little beautiful wiists ; 
of Alexander's recent adventure as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer : of all these things (each, of which will hereafter 
have to be discussed in a more formal manner) it was im« 
possible for me, placed, as I was, in the seat of judgment ^ 
not to think ; and not to think seriously too. 

But it is time now, at any rate, to return to my subject, 
reserving these matters for future opportunities. From 
Newcastle to Morpeth we came away from the 

• eastern coast; for though Morpeth is to the north 
of Newcastle it is also to the west of it. Before, 
however, I proceed to any chopstick observations, I must 
step back a bit to Newcastle, where, after the lecture at 
the play-house, on Friday night, something took place which 
offers another very plausible occasion for my indulging in 
my ^* egotism" 

I was informed, during the day of Friday, that some 
gentlemen intended to come upon the stage at the close of 
h lecture, and there, before the audience, to present me 
with a copy of the " History of the Town of Newcastle," 
the author of which, the Jate Mr. Eneas Mackenzie^ 
was renowned for his devotion to public liberty, even in this 
town so distinguished for the public spirit of its inhabitants. 
Accordingly, thi oeremony took place in the presence of an 
aadience consissO Howards of nine hundred pei«oa,s<» 
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amongst whimi were many of biiili wses, of the first 6gll^e 
tn the town. The deputation appointed for this purpose,' 
consisted of about a dozen gentlemen, the Bpokestnau beiilg 
thatMr. Doc nt, EDA V whose Bpeechea we had read with audi 
dulight in London : and amongst the gentlemen who accom- 
panied him was that Mr. LAtt'Ki<4 whose speech upon one 
occasion in particular, made the earBoftheboroughmongers 
tingle so nicely ; and so worked irpon the delicate feelingB of 
the coal- m ere li ant, Vane Tkmpest Lond 
to make him, it was said, pretty nearly as black in the faCB 
as the goods that come up out of hia pits, which he rents, 
by-the-hye, of the Dean and Chapter of Durham ; 
which, if he rent them at all, he shall, if I can have my 
will, rent of the nation, in a rery short time, because a 
Dkbt is the nation's, I do not see why the Dean and Chap> 
ter's coat-pits ehould nul be the nation's loo; black as these 
coals, it is said, did the reading of the speech in qiiestiait 
turn the face of this great coal-tradiog peer, the son of old 
Saunj>E(19 Stkwart, and the brother of the soft and 
gentle Castlereagii, who, at the very lim 
filling ail the offices of the tiiree secretaries of state, cut hig 
own throat and killed himself at North Ckav, in Kent, 
tlie Kentish jury declaring, on the oaths of true men, that 
he was mad when he did it ; and that, of course, the three 
offices of the secretaries of state (one of which was intrusted 
with the (itciding on matters of life and death) « 
hands of a madman : black in the face as the coals that 
come out of his pits, or as the garb of his landlords at I 
HAM ; biack as these, was, it is said, the face of (he 
triouB descendant of Stewakt Macoregor, when ha 
read the speech just alluded to ; and impassioned, indeed, 
was his eloquence, when he complained of that speech in 
the house of Nobles, who, at last, so benevolently passed 
the Reform Bill, Amongst the gentlemen who did me thig 
honour, was the maker of that blood -stirring speech. Mr,. 
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J)ouBLEDAY brought the work (in two volumes), elegantly 
bound in morocco ; and, lajing it on the table before me, 
addressed me, in pretty nearly the following words : 

" Mr. CoBBETT, — I am deputed by a body of your 
*^ friends, respectfully to bieg your acceptance of these 
'' volumes. They contain a history of the ancient town of 
f^ Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; and we trust they will not be less 
" acceptable in your eyes, when we tell you, that they were 
'^ written by one who, to the minute accuracy of a historian, 
'' added a zeal for the rights of the people, and an un« 
" wearied activity in their cause. We take this public way, 
*^ Sir, of presenting these volumes, before this large and 
'* respectable audience, to testify, as strongly as possible, 
*' the sense we entertain of the utility of your exertions, 
** whether by speech or writing ; and we take this oppor- 
*' tunity of adding, that we trust, that those exertions, so 
** successfully made out of Parliament, will soon be made 
** within its walls. We trust, Sir, your reception here has 
^* been such, that, when, in after times (and may many 
'' years of happiness be in store for you !), your eye shall 
** meet these volumes, you will see them with no other 
^* emotion than that of a pleasing recollection of your visit 
** and of your friends in this town. Philosophers say men 
*' act from mixed motives, and, perhaps, you will think 
*' them right, when I conclude by making a request of you. 
*' It is the earnest wish of your friends, Sir, that you should 
*^ not leave this town without favouring us with one lecture 
** more ; and it is their wish that the subject be the Paper- 
" Money System.** 

Now, to recollect what I said in answer; for, as to pre* 
paring an answer beforehand, without knowing what was to 
be said to me, that would have been impossible ; and, indeed^ 
got-np addresses and prepared answers are things that belong 
to the humbug, by which this nation has so long been 
<^eated. My answer was necessarily suggested by t^^ 
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words that had been addrefte«d to me; and, from the report 
which 1 am here about to give of it, nearly a thousand wit- 
uesaes will be able to aay how nearly niy recollection is 
correct. 

" GeotlemeD, I receive this book with very great pleasnrs 
" for several reasoiiB : first, because it is pregented to me by 
" gentlemen whose speeches aod efforts, during the struggle 
" for the Reforiu Bill, had so considerable an influence, by 
" the example which they gave us in the South, in causing 
" tlie final success of that great measure : second, becaiue it 
" is the production of the pen of a gentleman, whose me- 
" mory is dear to all who knew him, from a recollection of 
" his various viitues, but particularly for his loud and 
" uttdevialiog course of disinterested labours in the cause of 
" Parliamentary Reform : thirdly, I receive this present at 
" your hands with peculiar pleasure, as being the history of 
" that town whence came the first petition (began under the 
" auspicesof your excellent townsman, Mr,CnARI.ES Att- 
" wood), praying for the sparing of the lives of the ill- 
" treated labourers of the South, amongst whom 1 was bora 
" and bled Dp, and to better whose hard lot while it has heea 
" my duty, has always, since I had underBtanding of the 
" matter and capacity for the purpose, been the greatest 
" object of my life; and, though their sufferings were, at 
" last, deep and terrible, their blood was, iu part, at least, 
" spared, in consequence of your petition, which called 
" forth so many others to imitate the humane example. 
" For my ou'n part, I have said before, and 1 here repeat it 
" in the presence of an audience so whose gBod opinion I 
" set the highest possible value, that, rather than see the 
" working people of England reduced to live upon potatoes, 
" I would see them all hanged, be hanged myself, and ba 
" satisfied to have written on my grave, ' Here lie the re- 
" ' mainsof William Cobbett, who was hanged, be- 
" ' cause he would not hold his tongue without complaining, 



wdile tiia labouring countrymea were reduced to lira 
upon potatoes. ' This book, gentlemen, will not be 
J" neoesBary to remind me of tlie loivu of Newcastle; 
" the recollectioo of the great kioduess and indulgeoce that 
*■ 1 have received in which can never be effaced from my 
j. With regard to the request which you have made 
e, geDtlemeo, respecting another lecture, the honour 
o great not to be eagerly accepted by me ; and I will, 
•* therefore, relying on the very great indulgence which I 
" have heretofore experienced, preaeat myself before you- 
I* here on Friday, the 5th of October." 
■ There, Dr. Clack! There, "ye loone o'th'Saoth !" 
fhere, you chopBticks of the hie of Wight and of Sussex 
Bnd Kent 1 thai'a the way we do things i'the North t 
There, you Surrey chaps, that creep about amongst the sand- 
hills ! that's the way that we go on in the country where 
the stuff comes from that warms your fingers in the winter. 
Faith! when 1 get back again, with all the additional 
"antalluct" that I am collecting here, I will not take 
Ainge as I have done ; I will rule you with a atiffer hand ; 
I will make your tongues, aa well as your heels, move a 
little nimbler ; 1 shall not suffer you to move as if your legs 
■e tied together ; I shall not suffer them, at Epsom, at 
county meetings, to be drawling out their words a yard long, 
Lod their speeches as long as 
from Epsom to GtiiLoyoiiD; I shall not suffer Den isdk 
to be clapping his hand to his heart, and turning up tha 
SGof liis eyes, and think, that that ise»0(iyA, in addition 
to a good breakfast that he has given to the voters. Faith ! 
I will put you to lights; and I will tell Dr. Black (between 
; !) Bonielhiog al)out his oativeplace, Berwickshire. 
In short, I will put things in order ; and, therefore, prepar e 
rourselves for my return. 

Incoming from Newcastle to Morpeth we came OTer 

hud vastly inferior to that on the eastern cosaI. '£\\« ^'t.'Q:i& 
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appear to ptoducp much less ; the pastures are not nearlf 
so good ; and, which is very curious, the cowg change their 
thape, as well as (heir colour. They get to be swag-backedi 
pin-ltauDched, their (ails thick and rough, their hi 
coarse, their faces broad, ribs flat, aud horns thick and 
rather long. Tliis is very curious, that, in so few m 
we sh'mid have nearly lust the beautiful Holdern 
cows, and got in their slead these ordinary- looking things, 
like those of the cnmmons and forests of Surrey and 
Hampshire. I saw some little West-Hilavd Oxeh, 
as I came along, which, when fat, weigh about a. third 
part as much as 'the Nottimgbam hc^, of nhicli 
I bought the ham; that is to say, about fifteen bc 
or three hundred pounds. The beef of them is i 
good ; and 1 should suppose that they will fatten upon food 
which will Dot i'attea a Devoosbiie, a Herefordshire, a ] 
colnshire, or a Durham ox. However, as to ihese farming 
uiatlers, 1 must say mure after I get to IlE^iiiAM, which, 
takes me into the western part of the county, and to which 
1 am (loingthis afternoon, fur the double purpose of sceinjC 
aud talking to friends there, and of seeing an acre of my 
corn. There is some little of it growing here, a specimen 
of which I have seen, and which is as fine as any that I e' 
saw in my life. And now for a word or two about poliii 
which ought not to be wholly omitted, seeing that I am now 
within a few miles of the residence of Aim, ou whose ii 
tentions and whose measures so much will now depend ! 

We hear of meetings of the Ministers at Howici 
which is not many miles from this place. They may meei 
but everything must depend upon my Lord Grey himself. 
My Lord Holland is, I am a&aid, too infirm to meddle 
Hiuch with the matter; and as to all the rest, they a 
" colleagues," to be sure, but they are either so deslituto o£ 
talent and knowledge, or so wrong in notions and feelin 
m so fickle, perverse, conceited, and of such cormorant and 
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coarse ambition, that it will be utterly impossible for Lord 
GftEY ever to bring tbem to an agreement with him, with 
tegard to those ^reaf changes of which I hold it to be im- 
possible that he must not now see the absolute necessity. 
He must ask himself, '* What have I made this reform for f 
" why have I exposed myself to the ill-will and lasting 
*^ hatred of so many powerful persons ? for what reason 
have I quitted this tranquil home, where everything about 
me is so well ordered, and where all the people that dwell 
near me are so happy ? why have I exchanged this scene 
*^ for the storms of London, and the torment everlasting 
*' with which the dischai^e of my office is beset V The 
answer must be, that he has done it for the sake of the 
peace, the happiness, and the perpetuity of the power of 
his country ; and having laid down these premises, the 
conclusion in his mind must be, that the Reform Bill which 
lie has caused to be carried must be considered by him 
only as the means of effecting some great change in the 
state of the country, and therefore it is reasonable for us to 
conclude that he has determined upon some such change, 
to effect which he has the power completely in his hands ^ 
and to effect which, in a peaceable manner, and in a man- 
ner which would reflect honour on the character of the 
country for ever, no man upon earth but himself has the 
power ; and this is to me as clear as the sight of the sun at 
noon- day. 

I have frequently expressed my wish and my hope, that 
the whole thing maybe put to rights under his Ministry. I 
can see no path to a peaceable settlement without that. 
He b a man of great experience, great knowledge, and 
great talent. He must anxiously desire to see a happy 
settlement accomplished. But, be the rest as it may, there 
is no other man. Amongst the wishes and opinions that are 
afloat, some are wild and some wise, but all men agree that 
there is now no other man, and that, to t^\&^ \i^ ^"c^ns^^x 
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man in whom the country would confide to the extent in 
which it confides in him, would require something very 
nearly apprdacihing to a total breaking-up of this form of 
government; and, if there were any truth (which there 
cannot be) in the various stories which we hear about *' kin 
retirement f* and about Brougham becoming Prime Mi. 
nister ; if there were any truth in these stories, which appear 
to be some of the last droppings from the ropy brains of the 
Wellington faction ; if there were any truth in them, 
we might begin to prepare ourselves for something like what 
the Cromwelltaws called '* a thorough godly revolution^* 
Oh, no ! my Lord Grey cannot " retire ;'* he cannot retire 
either with honour or with safety; and, in short, it is im* 
possible for him to do it. Seeing all the plagues that be 
has had to endure, and has still to endure, it would not be 
at all wonderful if he were at times, forgetting for a moment 
the just claims of his country upon him^ to repent of having 
meddled with the matter ; but, having meddled with it, he 
must go on ; to advance he may deem dangerous ; but to 
stop, he must know, would be death to his reputation. 

Yet he cannot remain without proceeding at once to make 
great changes. I do not say proceed to make them in a 
hurry ; but, to show, at once, an intention to make them. 
He is sure that he will have the people at his back. He can 
do what he likes for the people, who now know the extent 
of their power. For many, many years they have not 
known it. They have been kept in sickness and in slavery, 
by that system, the intrinsic feebleness of which they now 
see. They are patient, they are not unreasonable ; they are 
full of knowledge ; they yield not to their forefathers, of 
any age, in point of real patriotism ; they desire to over- 
throw nothing that ought to remain ; to assert of them, or 
any portion of them, worth speaking of, that they seek 
anarchy and a scramble, is the most atrocious slander that 
>»«^- «^ra8 uttered by mortal man : but, they do desire justice 5 



tbey do desire to iia.ve tlieir biirdeos lightened ; tliey i 
4e>>re impartial laws, impartially executed ; tliey do dea 
Idiat tbey may keep their earniogs lu tlienuelves, 
!^eir furelatliexe did, ihey desire to live like men, aitd n 
like hogB and dugs, la addreseing the Lords, some ti 
IQo, I endeavoured la convince them, that, in the whole b 
qf the industrious and working people of England, tl. 
VSkS scarcely a single man to be I'ouod, that had ever em 
taiued the slightest thought of euvying bis richer neighboql 
«f wishing to share in his property, of wishing to 
«ien pulled down to a level. In the whole kingdoi 
^ nut a man who knows the sentiments of persons of tKia 
descriptioD so well as 1 do. The sentiments of how many 
.tiiousands upon thousands of them have I beard ; and I 

lid not be afraid to take my oath ; nay, I would 
jfreely lake my oath, that 1 never could gather from one 

le working man, during the whole course of my commu- 
(lltcatiun with them, that he wished for anything beyondj^ 
^at he wished for any change other than, that which wouUa 
leave him the enjoyment of the fair fruit of his earningij 
■There never was a working people in the whole world, rt jj 
4)UtsonabIe, so just, and so easily satisfied. These are tbfrl 
.materials with which Lord Grey has to work. Dy making I 
.timely and sufficient concessions, he may do everythii^,J 
vilb these materials ; and, if he, at once, show a dispow.>J 
ttion to do that which is required to be done, none but ^M 
perverse man, actuated by some petty selfish motive, w^J 
•ondeavour to thwart him by urging him to go faster thAftl 
-Teasun could prescribe. I'he old saying, that '* Home wUiJ 
)jiot built in a day," will apply here; but, then, in order tff^ 
• encourage men to hope that the building will be liuished.^B 
twust be begun ; and 1 do hope, iliat it will be begun in tbfl 
'£itig's spetch to the Brai reformed Parliament; and tliflH 
X>ord Grey will then tell the country from the mouth of tt|fl 
iXiog, the state k which he finds the kia^iiw, ^.^o.^ ^i«lfl 
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a. Bolemn pledge that he is delertuioed to alter that state. 
This is what he vnyht to have done before ; but, hampered 
with colleagues, who have been ioslru mental ia hriagia^ the 
kingdum to its present state, he said nuthing about it: he 
must say RnDething about it non-, and he is the only man 
in the kingdom, known at all to public authority, who can 
say it with propriety and consisteacy. Let us hope, then, 
that he will do it ; let us hope, that he sees the necessity of 
great ciiaoges to he made ; let us hope, that he will set 
about those changes in earnest ; and, then, shame upon the 
man who shall endeavour lo thwart him, or to drive him on 
faster than reason and justice demand. 



Hexham, 1. Ocl., 1833. 

I left Morpeth this morning pretty early, in a post-chaise, 
to come to thia town, which liea on the banks of the Tyne, 
at thiriy-four miloB distant from Morpeth, and at twenty 
distant from Newcastle. MoRraTii is a great market- town, 
for cattle especially. It is a solid old town ; but it has the 
disgi-ace of seeing an enormoua new jail rising up in It. 
From cathedrals and monaBteries we are come to he proud 
of our jaiU, wiiich are built in the grandest style, and seem- 
ingly as if to imitate tbe Gothic architecture. At Mok- 
PKTH my friend supplied me with plenty &f peaches, along 
with every other good thing to eat and drink; and along 
with that, which waa much more valuable than all thes» 
put together, his most senaible conversation. He showed 
me some of my com, very nearly ripe, and as fine as any 
that I ever saw in my life. 

From Morpeth to within about four miles of Haxii^if, 
the land is but very indifferent ; the farms of an enormous 
extent. I saw in one place more than a hundred corn- 
stacks in one yard, each having from six to seven Surrey 
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wagon-loads of sheaves in a stack ; and not another house 
to be seen within a mile or two of the farm-house* There 
appears to be no such thing as bams^ but merely a place to 
take in a stack at a time^ and thrash it out by a machine. 
The country seems to be almost wholly destitute of people. 
Immense tracks of corn-land^ but neither cottages nor 
churches. There is here and there a spot of good land, 
just in the deep valleys that I crossed ; but, generally 
speaking, the country is poor ; and its bleakness is proved 
by the almost total absence of the oak tree, of which we see 
scarcely one all the way from Morpeth to Hexham. 
Very few trees of any sort, except in the bottom of the 
warm valleys ; what there are, are chiefly the ash, which is 
a very hardy tree, and will live and thrive where the oak 
will not grow at all, which is very curious, seeing that the 
former comes out into leaf so late in the spring, and sheds its 
foliage so early in the fall. The trees, which stand next in 
point of hardiness, are the sycamore, the beech, and 
the BIRCH, which are all seen here ; but none of them fine. 
The ash is the most common tree, and even it flinches 
upon the hilb, which it never does in the south. It has 
generally become yellow in the leaf already ; and many of 
the trees are now bare of leaf before any frost has made its 
appearance. The cattle all along here are of a coarse kind ; 
the cows, swag-backed and badly shaped, West-Hiland 
oxen, except in the dips of good land by the sides of the 
bourns which I crossed. Nevertheless, even here, the fields 
of turnips, of both sorts^ are very fine. Great pains seem to 
be taken in raising the crops of these turnips : they are all 
cultivated in rows, are kept exceedingly clean, and they are 
carried in as winter food for all the animals of a farm^ the 
horses excepted. 

As I approached Hexham, which, as the reader knows^ 
was formerly the seat of a famous abbey, and the scene of 
a not less famous battle^ and was, indeed, at one time, 
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(he SEE of a bishop, and which has now churcbeg of great 
antiquity and cathedral -like architecture; as I approached 
thia town, along a valley down ^hich runs a small river that 
eoon after empties itself into theTTNE, the land became 
good, the ash trees more lofty, and green as in Jjine ; the 
other trees proportion ably large and fioe ; and when I got 
down into the vale of Hexham itself, there 1 fuuDd the 
oai tree, certain proof of a milder atmosphere ; for the aa.k, 
though amongst tlie hardest woods, is amongst the tendcreat 
of plants known as natives of our country. Here everything 
assumes a different appearance. The Tynr, the suuthero 
and northern branches of which meet a few miles above 
Hexham, runs close by this ancient and celebrated town, 
all round which the ground rises gradually away towards 
the hilts, crowned here and there with the remains of those 
casllea which were formerly found necesaary for the defence 
of this rich and valuable valley, which, from tip of hill to 
tip of hill, rarics, perhaps, frum four to seven miles wide, 
and which contains as fine corn-fields Es those of Wiltshire, 
and fields of turnips, of both kinds, the largest, (inest, and 
best cultivated, that my eyes ever beheld. As a proof of 
the goodness of the land and the mildness of the climate 
here, there is, in the grounds of the gentleman who bad the 
Idodness to receive and to entertain me (and that in a. 
manner which will prevent me from ever forgetting either 
him or his moat amiable wife) ; there is, standing in his 
ground, about an acre of my corn, which will ripen per- 
fectly well ; and, in the same grounds, which, together with 
the kitchen-garden and all the appurtenances belonging to 
a house, and the house itself, are laid out, arranged, and 
contrived, in a manner so judicious, and to nie so original, as 
to render them objects of great interest, though, in general, 
I set \'ery little valne on the things which appertain tiierely 
to the enjoyments of the rich ; in the same grounds (to come 
back agaiu to the climate), 1 perceived that the rather tender 
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over^^eeDS cot ooly lived but tlirare perfectly well, and 
criterion ia&llible) the biennial stoclis stand llie v 
intbout any covoring or any pains taken to shelter tl 
which, as every one knuwE, is by no meana always the 
even at Kensington and Fulham. 

At night I gave a lecture at an ino, at Hexham, i 
midst of the domaina of that impudeDt and stupid man 
Beaumont, who, not many days before, in what he c 
a speech, 1 auppose, made at Nkwcastli^, thought pi 
ae was reported in the newspapers, to utter the folloi 
words with regard to me, never having, in his life, received' 
die slightest provocation for bo doing. " The liberty of the 
*' ■pre$s had nothing to fear from the Government. It was 
*' the duty of the administration to be upon their guard to 
" prevent exlremes. There was a crouching servility an the 
"one hand, and an excitement to disorganizaCioti and 
" licenlioKSness on the other, which ought to be diseouule. 
" nanced. The company, he believed, as much disapproi 
"oilkat political traveller who was now going thro 
" the country — he meant Cahbett — as they detested 
"servile effusions of the Tories." Beaumdht, in addi 
to his native stupidity and imbeciUty, might have been 
druuk when he said this, hut the servile wretch who pub* 
fished it was not drunk ; and, at any rate, Beaumont 
my mark, it not being my custom to snap at the stick, 
an the cowardly hand that wields it. 

It is my fasliion, to meet, if 1 can, every assailant u 
bia own dunghill, Beaumont knew I was to be at Hi 
BAM ; that ie his dunghill; but he took very good care 
to he seen in the neighbourhood :it the time ; thougli, whi 
u cnrioue enough, the dirty fellow made his appearai 
there when he found I waa gone oif to Newcastle, 
B wretch, such a truly contemptible fellow, cannot be 
«bject of what is properly called vengeance with any 
who ie not worth a straw ^ but, I aa^, w\'Av "fe-BVi-^, 
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Jlea ox a bug bite me, 1 will kill il if I can ;'' i 
upon that principle, I, being at Hg?ciiam, put my foot upi^^ 
this cantemptible creeping thing, who is offering lumself as 
a candidate for the southern divi^on of tlie county, being bo 
eminently fitted to be a maker of the laws ! 

The newspapera have told the whole country that Mr. 
John Ridley, who is a tradesman at Hexham, and 
eccupies eome land close by, has made a stand against the 
demand for tithes ; and that the tithe-onner recently brake 
open, in the night, the gate of his field, and cairied away 
nhat he deemed to be the tithe ; that Mr. Ridley applied 
to the magistrates, who could only refer him to a court of 
law to recover damages for the treapasa. When I anived at 
Hexih m, I found this to be the caae. I further found that 
Beaumont, that impudent, silly and slanderous Beau- 
mont, is the lay-owner of the tithes in and round about 
Hexiiah ; lie being, in a right line, doubtless, the heir or 
successor of the abbot and monies of the Abbey of Hexham ; 
or, the heir of the donor, Egfrid, king of Northumber- 
land. I found that Beaumont had leased out his tithoa 
to middle men, as is the laudable custom with the pious 
bishops and clergy of the law-church in Ireland, Finding 
all this, I, after some introductory matter, made my lecture 
consist of a dissertation on tithes; and, I think, I proved 
to the entire satisfaction of the people of Hbxhah, that all 
tithes were public property ; that it would be the duty of the 
reformed Parliament completely to abolish them both in 
England and iu Ireland ; and that, in no respect whatso- 
ever did the claim of the lay-impropriator differ from that 
of the clergy themselves. How it fcould have delighted 
Beaumont to have seea himself placed in the same boat, 
cheek- by -jowl, with all the crowds of fat rectors and vicars! 
How wise he would have looked ; and how still more zea- 
lous be would have been to prevent "licentiousness in the 
press ;" and how still more necessary he would have found 
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it to express hia " disappoiDtment of the political traveller, 
Cobbeit !" 



North Shields, 2. Oct., 1833. 
Yesterday morning I caine from Uexeam to Newcas- 
tle; from Newcastle lo South Shields (where ! have 
lectured this evening) ; and now I am tiere with an intention 
to lecture here to-morrow night. From Hexham to New- 
castle I came down in a post-chaise, on the south-aide of 
the Tyne, along a valley which is as fine a corn country as 
any that is to be seen io aoy part of the banks of the 
Thames ahove London-bridge ; and I have seen that valley 
from llie source of the Thames to Loudoo-bridge. At its 
northern source T saw it but a mere gutter; and ita other 
source (the Isis) I rode across (not more than foar yards 
over), the water not reaching up co the belly of my horse. 
The sides of the TxsE are very fine: corn-fields, woods, 
pastures, villages; a church every four miles, or there- 
abouts ; cows and sheep beautiful ; oak trees, though none 
very large ; and, in short, a fertile and beautil'ul country. 
If anting only the gardens and the vine-covered cottages that 
EO beautify the countries in the South and the West. All 
the buildings are of stooe. Here are coal-works and rail- 
ways every now and then. The working people seem to be 
very well off; their dwellings solid and clean, and tlieir 
furniim-e gouii ; but the little gardens and orchards are 
wanting. The farms are al! large; and the people who 
work on them either live in the farm-house, or in huildiaga 
appertaining to the farm-house ; and they are all well fed, 
and have no temptation to acts like those which sprang up 
out of the ill-treatment of the labourers in the South. Be* 
)s, the mere country people are so few in number, the 
state of society is altogether so different, that a man whu 
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lias lived here all his lifetime, caD form no judgment at all 
with regard tu the situation, the wants, and the treatment 
of the working people in the couDties of the South. 

They say, that here is a very large estate, worth about 
seventy thousand pounds a year, which belonged to Lokd 
Derwentwateh, and which was confiscated and the 
rents allotted to Greenwich Hospital. 1 wonder how 
much the Hospital jfe(syVom il ! Averyfit aubjectfor 
inquiry. It is quite aatoniahing to know the quantity of the 
property that, in one way and another, beloags to the nation. 
I do not know who it is that holds this property now; but, 
a time may, perhaps, arrive, when I may be able to find It 
out. If such a time ehould arrive, I will assuredly see how 
the matter stauds. 

They have begun to make a raiUway from Carlisle to 
Newcastle ; and 1 saw them at work at it as I came 
along. There are great iead-mines not far from Hexhau; 
and I £aw a great number of little one-horse carts bringing 
down the pi^s of lead to the point where the Tyne be- 
comes navigable to Newcastle; and sometimes 1 aaw 
loads of these pigs lying by the road-side, as you see 
parcels of timber lying in Kent and Sussex, and other tim- 
ber counties. No fear of their being stolen : their weight 
is their security, together with their value compared with 
that of the labour of carrying. Hearing that BEAnsioHT 
was, somehow or other, connected with this lead-work, I 
Lad got it ioto my head that he was a pig of lead himaelf, 
and half expected to meet with him amongst these groups 
of his fellow- ere a tures ; but, upon inquiry, 1 found that 
some of the lead-mines belonged to him ; descending, pro- 
bably, in that same right line in which the tithes descended 
to him ; and, as the Bishop of Durham is said to be the 
owner of great lead-mines, Beaomont and the bisiiop may 
possibly be in the same boat with regard to the subterranean 
estate as -well as to that upon the surface; and, if this should 
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be the ease, it will, I verilj believe, require all the piety. of 
the bishop, and all the wisdom of Beaumokt, to keep the 
boat abore water for another five years* 

As I approached Newcastle, the collieries, the rail* 
roads, the citizens* countey hexes, die -smoke, the hustle^ and 
all the London-like appearance, again met my eye. But, 
judge of my surprise when I «aw a HAMMERSMITH- 
BRIDGE swinging upon chains, and with just such a lodge 
for the toll-man to live in ; and with everything as much 
like the Wbn as a young ape is like an old one ! Over it I 
went, looking at the tide below, and seeing the boats push 
about, as I have so often dene, going from Kbksinotqn to 
Barn-Elm and back again. This Newcastle is reaHy 
and truly the London of the North : it has all the solidity 
of the city of Iiondon ; all its appearances of industry and 
of real wealth ; all its prospects of permanency ; and, 
there is only this diflference in the people, that, at New* 
CASTLE they are all of one breed and of one stamp; 
whereas London is inhabited by persons from every part of 
the kingdom, not omitting a considerable number from the 
sister kingdom ! As to which has the best population, I 
am naturally shy about delivering a very decided opinion.; 
but this I will say, that a better race than that at News- 
cast le and its vicinity, I am quite satisfied that there is 
not upon this earth. Here you find all the good qualities, 
public and private ; and, which is a great thing to say, you 
find them in every class. 

North Shields, 3. Oct, 1832. 
I lectured at South Shields last evening, and here 
this evening. I came over the river from South Shields 
about eleven d'clook lasit night, and made a very firm bargain 
with myself never to do the like again. This evening, after 
my lecture was over, eome gentlemen presented an address 
to me upon ihe ttage^ before die audience, accom^anifii 
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with the Taluable and honourable present of the late Mr, 
Ekeas Mackenzie's History of the Codstt of 
NoRTHOMBERLASD ; a very interesting work, worthj of 
every library in the kiogdom. I ehall insert this address 
by-and-by ; and in the meanwhile proceed with my progresi 
in the North, 

From Newcastle to Morpeth; from Morpeth lo 
Hexham; and then all the way down theTvNE; though, 
everywhere such abundance of fine turnips, and, in some 
caBca, of mangel-wurzel, you see scarcely any potatoes ; a 
certain sign that the working people do not live like hogs. 
This root is raised in Northumberland and Durham, to be 
used merely as ^arden'Sluff ; and, used in that way, it is 
very good ; the contrary of which I never thought, much 
less did J ever say it It is the using of it as a substitute 
for bread and for meat, that I have deprecated it ; and , when 
the Irish poet. Dr. Drenn en, called it " the lazy root and 
the root of misery,'' he gave it its true character. Sir 
CnAiiLES WoLSBLEV, who has travelled a great deal in 
France, Germany, and Italy, and who, though Scott- 
Elson scratched him out of the commiiision of the peace, 
and though the siocere patriot Bkoiioham will not put 
him in again, is a very great and accurate observer as to 
these interesting matters, lias assured me, that, in what- 
ever proportion the ciUtivation of potatoes prevails in those 
countries, in that same proportion the working people 
are wretched ; an assurance which is fully corroborated 
by my son William, who ia also a most competent Judge, 
and who has had opportunities of seeing parts of France 
and Belgium, which Sir Charles may not have seen. 
From this degrading curse ; from sitting round a dirty 
buard, with potatoes trundled out upon it, as the Irish do; 
from going to the field witli cold potatoes in their bags, as 
the working people of Hampshire and Wiltshire DID, but 
ivhich they have not done since the appearance of certain 



corruscationsy which, to spare the feelings of the <' Lam bs, 
theBROuoHAMs, the Greys, and the Russells,!' and 
their dirty bili-of-indictment-drawer Denmak, I will not 
describe, much less will I eulogize ; from this degrading 
curse, the county of Northumberland is yet happily free ! 



. Sunderland, 4. Oct., 1832. 
I have just been to give my farewell lecture at this place 
of interesting situation, great trade and bustle, long and 
beautiful and opulent streets ; of kind and most mannerly 
j^ople; and without any more cholera morbus, or ever 
having had any more Asiatic cholera morbus, or anything 
of the kind that was contagious, than there is now in the 
sole of my shoe ; and this, too, is the opinion of every sen- 
sible person in the town. 

' This morning I left North Shields in a post-chaise, 
in order to come hither through Newcastle and Gates- 
head, this affording me the only opportunity that I was 
likely to have of seeing a plantation of Mr. Armorer 
BoNKiN, close in the neighbourhood of Newcastle; 
which plantation had been made according to the method 
prescribed in my book called the " Woodlands ;" and to 
see which plantation I previously communicated a request 
to Mr. DoKKiN. That gentleman received me in a man- 
ner which will want no describing to those who have had 
the good luck to visit Newcastle. The plantation is 
most advantageously circumstanced to furnish proof of the 
excellence of my instructions as to planting. The prede- 
cessor of Mr. Don KIN also made plantations upon the 
same spot; and consisting precisely of the same sort of 
trees. The two plantations are separated from each 
other merely by a road going through them. Those of the 
predecessor have been made six-and^iwenty years; those of 



Mr. DoHKiK six years ; and. Incredible as it may appear, 
the trees in ibe latter aie full as lofiy as ttioee iu the furmer; 
and, besides the equal loftiDBss, are vastly superior in point 
of iliBpe, and, whicli is very cuiious, retain all their freah- 
QesB at tbis season of t1ie year, while the old planta^oiu aw 
bron'nish and have many of the leaves falling off the trees, 
though the sort of trees is precisely the same. As a sort of 
reward for having thus contributed to this very rational 
source of liis pleasure, Mr. Don k is was good enough to give 
me BD elegant copy of the fab! es of the celebrated Bewick, 
who was at once a native of Newcastle and an lionow 
to the town, and whose books 1 had had from the time that 
my children began (u look at books, until taken from me by 
that sort of rapine which I had to experience at the time of 
my memorable flight across the Atlantic, in order to secure 
tile use of that long arm which I caused to reaoh Cur- 
ruplion from Long Island (u London. 

In IMr. Donkin's kitchen garden (my eyes being never 
closed in such a scene), I saw what I had never seen before 
in any kitchen garden, and which it may be very useful to 
aume of my readers to liave described to them. Wall-fruit 
is, when destroyed in the epriog, never destroyed by drj/- 
cold; but, ninety-nine times out of a hundred, by wet- 
frosts, which descend always perpendicularly, and which 
are generally fatal if they come between tbe expansion of 
the blossom and the setting of the fruit ; that is to say, if 
they come after the bloom is quite open, and before it has 
disentangled itself from the fruit. The great thing, there- 
fore, in getting vjall-ji-uii, is to keep off these frosts. The 
French make use of boards, in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
projecting from l!ie tops of the walls and supported by 
poles ; and some persons contrive to have curtains to come 
over the whole tree at night and to be drawn up in the 
morning. Mr. DoH kin's walls have a top of stone; and 
tliis top, or cap, projects about eight inches beyond the face 



«f ^tlie wait, which is quite sufficient to guftrd agfldmt the 
Wet^rosts, which always (all perpeadicularly. This is % 
€Ountry of stone to be sure 3 but those who can afibrd to 
build walls for the purpose of having wall-fruit, can affofd 
to cap them in this manner : to rear -the wiill, plant the 
trees, and then, to save the expense of the cap, is really 
something like the old proverlnal absurdity, *< of losing 'the 
Hhip for the sake of saving a pennyworth df tar." 

At Mr. Don kin's I saw a portrait of Bewick, which 
is said to be a great likeness, and which, though imagina*- 
^n goes a great way in such a case, really bespeaks that 
simplicity, accompanied with that genius, which distin- 
guished the man. Mr. Wm. Armstron g was kind enou^ 
to make me a present of a copy of the last performance of 
this so justly celebrated man. It is entitled ** Waits for 
Death," exhibiting a poor old horse justaboirt to die, and 
preceded by an explanatory writing, which does as much 
honour to the heart of Bewick as the whole of his designs 
put together do to his geiiius. The sight of the picture, 
the reading of the preface to it, and the fact that it was the 
last [effort of the man 5 -altogether made it difficult to pre- 
vent tears from starting from the eyes of any one not un- 
commonly steeled with insensibility. 

From Mr. Do^nkin*^ I came off to S(;ni>erlaN'1>, 
through Gateshead. Away to my left, down on the Me* 
<tf the Ttne, lay the various works for the drawibg-^t^f 
eoals, for the making of copperas, for the making of Ibag- 
nesia, of Epsom salts, of soda, of soap, of glass, and of 
God knows what besides. Here are hills of limC'Stone^ 
out of which, it seems^ they get the means of doing these 
things. Why the salts are called Epsom salis I always 
wondered, 4seeing that Epsom as a pretty village in my 
native oeunty of Surrey, famous for nothing that I ever 
heard of but the kor$e'rac€$ upon its down, where liars 
and scoundrels meet to waste time, or to ffltmbk mtK m^^iCkK^ 



that tliey have got out of the taxes ; aod for county -meetings 
held in the village, where geotlemeo, about upun a level ■ 
(geaerally Epeakiug), in point of iatellect, with the hoTaes 
tlial they ride, used to meet, in the days of " Pitt and 
prosperity,*' to draw up and pa&s declarations agaiait 
Paike's " Rights of Man," aod Eo enter iu to solemn. 
pledges, to take and to pass Baiik-of-Bug!aQd notes, at the 
time when the old Lady had nothing but one piece of paper 
to give for another. In iny little book, called " Paper 
AGAIKST Gold," which every man in this kin^om ought 
now to read, if he have not already read it, I have recorded 
the stupidity, the insilence, and baeeuess of those low ty- 
rants and pretended loyal men of my native county.^ 
Pitmen ! 1 will not he bo unjust as put the Pitmen of 
Durham arid Northumberland upon a level with these brutea 
that used to meet at Epsom, whom, if 1 could properly 
describe, the description would make the sensible people of 
the North scratch the word " Epsom " out of the appella- 
tion of this article of their manufacture. 

Lime is burnt here to be sent to Scotland ; and the wet 
sometimes gets in, sets the veaeel on dre, and produces very 
great calamity. Like every thing else here, the lime-burn- 
ing is on a scale of prodigious magnitude. You see no- 
thing here that is pretty ; but every thing seems to be 
abundant in value; and one great thing is, the working- 
people live well. Theirs is not a life of ease to be sure, 
but it is not a life of hunger. The pitmen have twenty-four 
shillings a week ; they hve rent-free, their fuel costs them 
nothing, and their doctor costs them nothing. Their work 
is terrible, to be sure ; and, perhaps, they do not have what 
they ought to have ; but, at any rate, they live well, their 
liouses are good and their furniture good ; and though they 
live not in a beautiful scene, they are in the scene where 
they were born, and their lives seem to be as good as that 
of the working part of mankind can reasonably e.ipect. 
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Almost the whole of the country hereabouts is owned by 
that eurious thing called the Dean and Chapter of Dur- 
ham. Almost the whole of South Shields is theirs, 
granted upon leases with fines at stated periods. This 
Dean and Chapter are the lords of the Lords, 
LoKDONDERRT, with all his huffing and strutting, is but 
a tenant of the Dean and Chajpter of Durham, who souse 
him so often with their Jines that it is said that he has had 
to pay them more than a hundred thousand pounds within 
the last ten or twelve years. What will Londonderry 
bet that he is not the tenant of the public before this day 
five years ! There would be no difficulty in these cases, but 
on the contrary a very great convenience ; because all these 
tenants of the Dean and Chapter might then purchase out- 
and-out, and make that property freehold, which they now 
hold by a tenure so uncertain and so capricious. 



Alnwick, 7. Oct,, 1832, 
From Sunderland I came, early in the morning of 
the 5th of October, once more (and I hope not for the last 
time) to Newcastle, there to lecture on the paper- 
money, which I did, in the evening. But before I proceed 
further, I must record something that I heard at Sun- 
derland respecting that babbling fellow Trevor ! My 
readers will recollect the part which this fellow acted with 
regard to the " liberal Whig prosecution ;" they will recollect 
that it was he who first mentioned the thing in the House 
of Commons^ and suggested to the wise Ministers the pro- 
priety of prosecuting me; that Lord Althorp and Den- 
man hummed and ha'd about it; that the latter had not 
read it, and that the former would offer no opinion upon 
it; that Trevor came on again, encouraged by the works 
of the curate of Crowhurst, and by the bloody, bloody old 
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Times, nhoae /ormer editor and novi printer, is actually 
& candidate for Berksliire, supporlod by that uo|iriiicip!ed 
political prattler Jephtbah Marsh, whom I willcal! to ad 
account ftg Boon as I gut back to the South. My readem 
will further recollect that the bloody old Times then put 
forth another document as a confession of Goodman, mada 
to Buit»Ei.L, Tredcroft, and Scawen Bj.unt, whila 
the culprit waa in Horsham jail with a halter actually 
about bi^ neck. My readers know the result of this affair} 
but they have yet to learn some circumstances belonging toi 
ltd proj^ress, which circumstances are not to be staled here* 
Tliey recollect, however, that from the very first 1 treated 
this Trevor nith the utmost disdain ; and that at the heatfc 
of the articles which I wrote about him, I put these words^ 
" TREVOR AND POTATOES ;" meaning that he hated* 
tne because I waa resolved, lire or fire not, that woikin^ 
men should not live upon potatoes in my country. Now,' 
mark; now, chopsticks of the South, mark the sagacityy 
the justice, the promptitude, and the excellent taste of these' 
lads of tlie North 1 At the last general election, which 
took place after the " liberal Whig prosecution " had been 
begun, Trevor was a candidate for the city of Durhaw^ 
which is about fifteen miles from this busy town of StJN>- 
DEKLAND. The freemen of Durham are the voters in- 
that city, and some of these freemen reside at Sunder- 
LAKD. Therefore, this fellow (I wiah to God you could see' 
him!) went to Sunderland to canvass these freemen- 
residing there ; and they pelted him out of the town ; andi 
(oh appropriate missiles !) pelted him out with the "accursed 
root,'' hallooing and shouting after him — " Trevor awd- 
potaCots !" Ah ! stupid covcomb ! httle did he imagine,. 
When he was playing his game with Althorp and Des- 
man, what would be the ultiEiiate effect of that game I 

Before I set off from Nf-wcastle in the morning, i went 
to Mr. Wm. Armstrosci's, to take my leave of him and. 
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if MrB. AHusTBONfi. 1 then letuiaed to Mrs. Mackek- 

b's, which had beeo my head quarters, and at which I 

ind receired Buch treatment as strangers do receive at 

CASTLE. Thence, I took my leave of a town in which 
[ had experienced more real pleasure, and roy friends in 
Kwhich I had every reasaa to be belter pleased with, than 
1 irith any equal number of persons that 1 liad ever before 
I wen at any period of my Hfe. To select particular persona 
Ei^ naiEe, iu such a case, would be useless as well as ini' 
■Jtroper; when all have so much gratitude due to them from 
:, the wliole list must be named, or 1 must keep silence as 
' to particulars. I must say the same as to Nouth Shields 
and Sunderland. I e.tpected to meet warm and senaiblB 
friends at Niiwcastle, and in its neighbourhood, 1 should 
have been disappointed if I had uot found them ) the reality, 
however, surpassed tiie expectation ; and I was really glad 
that circumstances forced me away; for my attachment to 
the scene grew upon me very fast ; and when 1 took leava 
of Mrs. Mackenzie, and her obliging and excellent family, 
my feelings, in spite of the credit wliich the most brutal 
and mercenary villains on the face of the caith have given 
me for want of any feelings at all, were far different from 
^ose with which we take leave uf persons and of towns 
whom we visit in the ordinarj' course of our lives. I deem 
myself the better for having seen Newcastle and its 
people: in them I have found new causes for loving my 
country and my countrymen, and for preferring both to all 
other countries and ail other people in the world ; and, thus, 
for the present, I take my leave of Newcastle, with addi- 
tional knowledge acquired, additional friendship clinging to 
my heart, and additional motives to exertion for the good, 
the happiness, and the greatness of England. 

From Newcastle to Morpeth, the country is what I 
.before described it to be. From Morpeth to this place 
■ ^lkwick), the country, generally speaking, is very poor 
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at to land, scarcely any irees at all ; ihe farms enormously 
extensive ; only livo churches, I tbiiik, id the whole of llic 
twenty miles ; scarcely anything worthy the name of a tree, 
and not one single dwelling having the appearance of a, 
lahonrer's house. Here appears to be neither hedging nor 
ditching; no such thing as a sheep-fold or a hurdle to be 
seen; the cattle and sheep very few in number; the farm 
aerrants living in the farm-houses, and rery few of then 
thrashing done by machinery and horses ; a country without 
people. This is a pretty country to take a minister from t« 
govern the South of England ! A pretty country to take a 
Lord Chanceller from to prattle about poor-laws and about 
surplus population ! My Lord Gret has, in fact, spent 
his life here, and Brouoiiam has spent his life in the Inna 
iif Court, or in the botheration of speculative books. How 
should either of them know anything about the eastern, 
southern, or western counties! I wish I had mj dignitary 
Dr. Black here; 1 would soon make hi 
all these number of years been talking about the bull's horns 
instead of his tail and buttocks. Besides the indescribable 
pleasureof having seen Newcastle, the SiiiELDSEi 
iJETiLAsn, Durham, and Hex mam, I havenowdiscovered 
the true ground of all the errors of the Scutch feelosofer. 
regard to population, and with regard to poor-laws. The two 
countriesarc as different as any two things of the same nature 
can possibly be ; that which applies to the one does not at all 
apply to the other. The agricultural counties are covered 
all over with parish churches, and with people thinly distri- 
buted here and there. Only look at the two counties of 
Dorset and Durham. Dorset contains 1,005 square miles; 
Durham contains 1,0G1 square miles. Dorset has 271 
parishes; Durham has 75 parishes. The population of 
Dorset is scattered over the whole of the county, there being 
no town of any magnitude in it. The population of Dur- 
bam, though larger than that of Dorset, is almost all ga- 
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tKered together at the mouths of the Tyne, the Wear, and 
the Tees. Northumberland has 1,871 square miles ; and 
Suffolk has 1,512 square miles. Northumberland has 
eighty -eight parishes ; and Suffolk has Jive hundred and 
ten parishes. So that here is a county one third part 
smaller than that of Northumberland with six times as 
many villages in it! What comparison is there to be 
made between states of society so essentially different? 
What rule is there, with regard to population and poor- 
laws, which can apply to both cases ? And how is my 
Lord Ho WICK, born and bred up in Northumberland, to 
know how to judge of a population suitable to Suffolk? 
Suffolk is a county teeming with production, as well as 
with people ; and^ how brutal must that man be who 
would attempt to reduce the agricultural population of 
Suffolk to that of the number of Northumberland ! The 
population of Northumberland^ larger than Suffolk as it 
iSj does not equal in total population by nearly one-third, 
notwithstanding that one-half of its whole population have 
got together upon the banks of the Tyne. And are we to 
get rid of our people in the South, and supply the places 
of them by horses and machines ? Why not have the 
people in the fertile counties of the South, where their very 
existence causes their food and their raiment to come? 
Blind and thoughtless must that man be, who imagines that 
all but farms in the South are unproductive. I much ques- 
tion whether, taking astiip three miles each way from the road, 
coming from Newcastle to Alnwick, an equal quantity of 
what is called waste ground in Surrey, together with the 
cottages that skirt it, do not exceed such strip of ground in 
point of produce. Yes, the cows, pigs, geese, poultry, 
gardens, bees and fuel that arise from those wastes, far 
exceed, even in the capacity of sustaining people, similar 
breadths of ground, distributed into these large farms in tb<a 
poorer parts of Northumberland. I Via.ve a^^ti TiQ\.\^%9» ^Nx-mw 
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leo thousand geese in one tract uf cnmmon, in about ux 
miles, going from Ciiodiiam lowarda FARKOAMiii Sunvy^ 
I believe these geese alone, raised entirely by care and bf-A 
the common, lo be worth more than the clear profit that oufj 
bedran-D from any simUar breadth of land between Moa^ 
PETH and Alnwick. Wliat folly is it lo talk, then, ofl 
applying to the counties of the South priiciples and rulotj 
applicable to a country like this ! { 

To-morrow morning I start for " Modern AtuenbI" 
My readers will, I dare say, perceive Iiow mucli my " a*- 
tatlticl" has been improved since I crossed the Tyhe. 
What it will get to when I shall have crossed the Tweed, 
Cod only knows ! I wish very much th^t I ceuld stop a 
day at Berwick, in order to find some " Jeelosojer " la 
ascenain, by aome chemical process, the exact degree of tbs I 
improvement of the "antallucl." 1 am afraid, however^l 
that I shall not be able to manage this; for I must geti 
along: bcdnnine to feel devilishly hume-sick since 1 left 



I devilishly hume-sick i 



along ; bcgii 
Newcastle. 

Tiiey tell nie, that Lord Howick, who is Just married I^y- 
llie-by, made a speech here the other day, during which ha 
said, "that the Reform was only the lueana to an eudj, 
and that the end was cheap government." Good 1 Stand 
lo that, my Lord, and, as you are now married, pray let tlia. 
country fellows and giris marry too: let us have ciieab 
GOVERNMENT, and I warrant you, that there will be room, 
for us all, and plenty for us to eat and drink: it is the 
drones, and not the bees, that are too numerous; itistbs 
vermin who live upon the taxes, and not those who work to 
raise them, that we want to get rid of. We are keeping 
£fty thousand tax-eaters to breed gentlemen and ladies for 
the industrious and laborious to keep. These are the 
opinions which I promulgate ; and whatever your flatterers 
may say to the contrary, and whatever " Jeelosofical " stuff 
BaoutiHAM and his rabble of writers may put forth, theu 
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E.onB of mine will fimlly prevail. 1 repeat my an.^iuiu 
(1 wuuld call ii a hope i{ I could), that yiior father's 
TfisolutioD may be equal la tiis eenae, nod that he will do that 
which is demanded hy the right which the people have to 
insist upon measures uecessaiy to restore the greatness and 
happicesa of the country ; and, if he show a disposition to 
do this, 1 should deem myself the most crimioal of all man- 
kind, if 1 n'ere to make use of any influence that I possusB to 
render his uudertakiog more diiGcult than it naturally must 
be; but, if fie show not that disposition, it will be my 
bounden duty to endeavour to drive him from the possesuoa 
of power ; for, be the congequcnues to individuals what ihey 
may, the greatness, the freedom, and the happiness of Eug- 
land mjist be restored. 

tTO Mr. COBBETT. 
fhe Congratulatory Address of the undersigned inha- 
l bitanls of t/te borough of Tynemouth, and North Shieids 
and vicinity, in the county of NorthumLerlaiid. 
An enlightened people, bursting the bonds of ignorance 
tnd error by which they have long been shackled, can feel 
9o!y senlimenls of gratitude towards those who have in any 
way been instrumental towards their deliverance, or who 
bave patriotically aided in the great and glorious work of 
regenerating their country by enlightening and informing 
the minds of their countrymen on subjects of the higbest 
interest, as it regards both the happiness of individuals and 
the prosperity of nations. AmonKSt this noble band of true 
L patriots we recognise you, Sir, as supereminently distio- 
ft guisbed alike for taleots of the liighest order and the most 
B^avdent zeal in your country's cause id all times of diHiculty 
B and danger: added to which (what must command the 
■ admhatiou ef most intelligent perEiins), your unwearied 
K industry and manly, iiucompruniifiing perseverance, in the 
^K.niaintenauce and defence of Just principles of civil policy. 
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wliich mu3t, BO far as they are or may be adopted (aad 
adopted they must be by a reforroed Parliament), cnntribiitti 
greatly to the prosperity of the country. For these and all 
your valuable labours to ameliorate the condition of the 
labouring claese?, and aleu for the high gratiGcHtion we 
received from your interesting and entertaining lecture at 
our theatre on Tuesday evening (25th September), he pleased 
to accept of our sincere and grateful thanks. Aiti we can- 
not but think, that in your peregrinations through the 
country yuu must behold with delight, and must indeed feet 
as well as see, that though you have laboured more abnnd- 
antly in the great work of reform than any of your contem- 
poraries, you have not laboured in vain; that a rich har* 
vest is now in view ; and that your political riews and' 
principles are now recognised, not only by (he humble, un- 
sophisticated mechanic and artisan, but also by many of the 
higher classes, whose prejudices you have in great part 
succeeded in removing. Your present labours in travelling- 
over the more distant provinces of the North, instructing 
your countrymen in their civil righta and duties, inu«, in 
our opinion, be productive of the greatest public good, at 
this important crisis of our affairs, by disaemtnating the most 
inleresling |H)litical truths, and at the same lime dissipating 
those powerful prejudices which have prevented their general 
reception. 

Wc anticipate, with a pleasing satisfaction, the period 
when you shall, by the diacriminatiug good sense of a por- 
tion of your countrymen who duly appreciate your talents, 
be removed to a higher and more extended sphere nf use- 
fulness, and when you shall have it in your power mora 
effectually to storm the remaining fortresses and strongholds ' 
of corruption and tyranny, both civil and ecclesiastical, 
when both the law and the gospel shall be administered as 
s intended they should', pure and unexpensive. 
ingratuiate you, Sir, on the passing of the Refoiin 
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Bill, which you have so loDg laboured to accomplish. With 
all its imperfections (which are many) much^ we are per- 
suaded^ will be gained by the extension of the suffrage, and 
the increased popular influence at elections^ if the people 
be sufficiently vigilant and discriminate in their choice of 
proper persons to represent them in the great council of the 
nation. But we have at the same time deeply to regret that 
the old corrupt mode of electing members is still continued, 
and that the aristocratic despotism of wealth must still pre« 
ponderate at our elections, and render nugatory, in many 
instances, the advantages obtained by the extension of the 
elective franchise. Hence we hope electors will now them- 
selves be convinced of the necessity of the ballot^ to remove 
every undue and corrupt bias which may be offered by a 
base and unprincipled aristocracy. The ballot, therefore, 
we hope, will be one of the pledges everywhere demanded 
from candidates. 

That you may long live to enjoy the fruits of your labours^ 
in the esteem, respect, and gratitude of your countrymen, 
and see, as a consequence, the regeneration of your country, 
and general happiness and prosperity prevail throughout the 
British dominions, is the sincere and ardent prayer of your 
friends and admirers, the undersigned : 



John TurubuU 
Thomas Math win 
John Mari^hall 
John Robinson 
David Hume 
Ralph Kogerson 
Thomas Smith 
Matthew Brown 
Richard Lowdon 
Andrew Middleton 
John Kelly 
Robert White 
George Hill 
Peter Cowey 
Bartholomew Mason 
Andrew Hare 
Miles Raelton 
David Coleman 
William SmaU 



Andrew Dun 
Thomas Jackson 
William Wright 
Edward Charletnn 
Robert Richardson 
Thomas Wright 
Charles Smith 
John Fell 
James Reay 
Andrew Penman 
William Hare 
Alexander Gray 
"William Iron 
Peter Geldart 
Joseph Lamb 
Robert Thornton . 
Michael Gordon 
Morrisi Neal 
Edward Campel 



Thomas Askew 
William Brown 
John Jackson 
Edward Bruce 
Robert Lowry 
Peler Jewson 
Michael BaU 
William Ball 
Thomas Grey 
Edward Dundas 
Isaac Freeman 
Samuel Marr 
Roger Matthews 
John Grey 
Robert Kirkby 
Peter Watler 
William Cowey 
Robert Kellv 
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Robert PoW 
John Wright 
Peter JohneOu 
John Johnson 
Andrew Macpherson 
Michael Darid«on 
William Thomson 
Samuel Turner 
Alexander Williams 
James Shields 
Andrew Davidson 
George Young 
William Bell 
Peter Black 
John Field 
Andrew Smith 
Thomas Williams 
llalph Morgan 
George Tliorason 
William Jenkins 
John Bell 
Samuel Stevens 
Michael Watson 
David Snuthereu 
Barnard Holly 
Thomas Jackson 
Andrew Young 
James Taylor 
James Thompson 
George Gray 
John Lawsou 
Henry Armstrong 
John Johnson 
William Gray 
Peter Price 
Peter Smith 
John Dum 
George Peters 
James Blair 
Thomas Sinclair 
Ralph Phillips 
Kdward Burn 
Samuel White 
William Bell 
Matthew Robson 
George Gordon 
Robert Green 
Andrew Held 
William Jewson 
Peter Waddle 
James Beaumont 
John Wentwort 
John Samuals 
Edward Turner 
Thomas Mills 
Peter Bally 
Thomas Black 



Jcihn DoVLKka 
Andrew Davidson 
Robert Smith 
James Ferguson 
Thomas Gordon 
John Askew 
William Gibson 
Nesbit Dunn 
John Brown 
John Wilkie 
Thomas Gilmore 
George Green 
Peter Lawbor 
John Rowe, sen. 
John Nesbit 
Michael Williamson 
Samuel Wright 
Andrew Thompson 
Joseph Hill 
Tliomas Waugh 
John Ferguson 
Edward Bafley 
Peter Arrowsmilh 
Robert Boa^ 
David Donnison 
John Elsdon 
Andrew Lewis 
Charles Gordon 
Thomas White 
Ralph Rovers 
Thomas Hill 
George Young 
Alexander Scott 
Nicholas Smiles, sen. 
Nicholas Smiles^ jun. 
Thomas Wilson 
Henry Frederick 
Thomas Waugh 
Philip Sparks 
Robert Milburn 
James Smith 
William Johnson 
Francis Ellis 
James Leslie 
Roger Ligton 
John Williams 
John Thompson 
John Burllson 
Henry Young 
Matthew Rate, jun. 
William Rate, sen. 
Samuel Anderson 
John Briggs 
Matthew Foster 
Henry Storey 
lliomas Robson 
Ralph Mortoa 



Ghristophef "Hail ; 
Cttthbert Brown 
Frederick Lamb 
Nicholson Davisoa 
Matthew Hales 
Robert PhiUpotts 
Thomas Nicholson 
David Arkelt 
John Rosers 
William Newton 
John Gellmore 
Peter Wylle 
John Anderson 
Thomas Pye 
Robert While 
Peter Black 
John H end rick 
James Leitchfield 
Henry Maloan 
William Jackson 
Benjamin Gibson 
James Andrews 
Henry BeU 
William Heawside 
Henry Hasweli 
William Hasweli 
James Stetvtrs 
William Black 
Matthew Feiiruk 
Michael Davidson 
Andrew Cass 
James Lough 
Robert Douglas 
David Steel 
John Thomas 
Thomas Thomas 
William Johnson 
John Hill : 
Robert Lamb 
Peter Scott 
North 'ITiompson 
James Smith 
Thomas Lester 
James Waugh 
John Stephens 
Mark DodsOu 
John HUiiter 
William Huerst 
Lambert Gray 
William Oliver 
William Hansel 
Thomas Sanderson 
Kirton Nixon 
Gideon Scott 
Thomas Rob?on 
John Harrison 
Henry Wate 
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James Elliot 
Luke Gray 
Robert BuriVyjiui. 
John Ward 
Wtn. HutchioMNi, jan^ 
Ralph Hall 
John White. 
Oeorgf Homble- 
James Dowey 
Thomas Carr 
Robert Bell 
Hornsby HutchioAOD 
John Dryden 
Ttiomas Morley 
Christopher Morley. 
Matthew Wardle,seB« 
Matthew Wardlejun* 
William Corhitt 
William Nesbett . 
Thomas Coxen 
John Sngdeti 
William HaU 
William Robson. 
John Thompson 
Robert Reay 
William Golaud 
James Sandej'soa 
Matthew Lisli 
Ralph Akeuside 
James Goidon 
John Mackey 
Robert Irvin 
Lancelot Browu 
Abraham White 
Graham Walker 
James Wilkinson 
Walter Scott 
John Chater 
John Baty 
Benjamin Parkens. 
William Fairless 
John White 
Joseph Craig 
Thomas Moor 
Johnson Wile 
John Moupton 
Robert Wright. 
William Downs 
John Adamson 
John lUddle 
Philip Mainger 
Ralph Manken 
William Gilroy 
Mark Mills 
Nathaniel Parker 
John Moffet 
George Jacknon 



Robert Hiwter^ 
Joseph Uiime 
Timothy Wate 
Francis BjUike, sen* 
Francis Blake» juo. 
Willian^ HeMott 
Samuel Ben^l 
Christopher Bengal 
George Thoboura 
Benjamin Park 
Richard Wilkinson . 
John AtktU3 
John Bacon NewKam 
George Williamson. 
Stephen Robson 
Robert Jettklng9 
Alexander Jobson 
James.Jacovin 
Robert Gipson 
Williansk Alexander 
Henry Icastadle 
William. Brown 
Thomas Stobs 
William Stobbs 
William Miller 
Richard Lowthian 
John McCarthy 
John Ferguson 
Henry Wiseman 
John Jomas 
Henry Mackintosh 
William Stepheu^>o 
George Marshal 
Wilson Nicholson 
John Carr 
Temple Fleming 
Joseph Au^er 
James Condly 
William Condly 
John Jackson 
John Heron 
William Liddle 
Peter Boai't 
John Story 
Francis Story 
Joseph Tempson 
William Hays 
William Gibson 
James Nerison 
John Curry 
Williaqi Pinkney 
Thomas Gibson 
George Groat 
Edward Stephens 
Matthew ^ntten. 
Richard Eiizen 
Thomas Griffin 



John Fraizer 
Francis Dobinson 
John. Edmunds 
Benjamin Pinder. 
Tliomas HaU 
Peter Sinclair 
Robert Lee 
William Leidie 
Jam^s Lufies 
George Kirnaby 
John Lett 
John Reed 
John Oakman 
Robert. Rigliteon 
Joseph Farinanders: 
Robert Hunter 
John Driver 
William Anderson 
Thomas Marsh 
Robert Ford 
George fiorman 
Thomas Belford 
John . Mejven 
William Robson 
Thomas Wilkins 
Thomas Frazer 
Thomas Sumner 
William Wood 
Roger Tliompsott. 
Lancelot Grieves 
Frances Laslie 
Joseph Place 
WllUam Bullock 
George Gordon 
James Richardson 
William Yarrow 
John Bennet 
James Gowan 
Christopher Mates . 
Thomas Thompson- 
Gray Brown 
William Cob 
James Ferguson, 
Henry Wheatly 
George Simpson 
William Gewlock 
James Boyd 
Peter Scott 
John Mohen 
David Green 
John Gi-een. 
James Lawson 
Hugh. Robson 
Peter Leg 
Thomas Reed 
William JoU^^kSJUO. 
3oVvw C\wV 
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WlHIiim Kmry 
David PeWrs 
Heniy Thomuson 
William Lruichall 
John North 
John Gray 
JauicH J nekton 
Gcsricr 01 icon 
Ocnrge Crow 
Willi'! m Goi'dciD 
Adiiiu Hui'ver 
Edivnril Tariior 
Rtdlry Rnbdoo 
Geo IKS Ktcwnn 
Halrifi Biodie 
WillianiToT 
Henry Korsylh 
TLooiaB King 
John Crar 
Tlinmiii Dnwson 
William Deed 
Job II line, sell. 
Aiidirw Slmpsoa 
John Di'nlHiu 
Ed IV » I'd Dohaou 
Joscjih Sunimers 
Peter PoitB 
John Hopon 
William Bisck 
William Jackson 
Thomas Has well 
Peler Hart 
Itotierl Hciidereon 
Thomas Batiks 
William Parils 
Henry Gowland 
Matthew Mills 
Jainei Potli 
Jolin Braddal 
Johu WilllamsoD 
Jamea Miller 
Chrii. StpplicnioQ 
Sainael Purse 
Wiiriam Pvtirnse 
George Stephciiaon 
John ■I'hom 1)81111 
Jonathan Kardcistle 
John Kobsou 
William Paal 
Chris topher Sttphen 
Henry AtWoson, sen. 
William Bunkrs 
Thnoina Hiinlcr 
Belli a mill Dlnii 
Wlltiam Coalehester 
Tiinnlliy SimgiBun 
Jamea D'l — 



HPI117 EmiBKrson 
J^imes Petersoii 
Ralph Wi.e 
'Ihonias While 
David Bniwn 
John Haiorson 
JoEeph Hunt 
Grurge Mould 

Jaiiiiis Hngran 
Ralph Bi'iSt 
Joseph Dlark 
Ri.bert Scutt 
David Coven iry 
Thr>mns Scott 
Robtrt Bowman 
Gilbert Raiidel 
Robert Sham pus 
Robert CiKrens 
Williajii Riddle 
Genrxe Vaser 
Samuel Smiih 
Henry Andemon, jup 
William CoQim 
Henry Reves 
Alenander Alexaiidct 
William M'L«au 
Hei>ry Fordyce 
Robert Robson 
Richard Hardy 
JrihnSrott 
Uavid Lawrie 
John Jackaon . 
Rnb«tt Middleton 
John line, j an, 
GeofKE Lee 
William Brown 
Johu Krady 
Richa'd Bowtt 
John Gray 
Dai id Toy 
WilliaiD MaHier 
William Barker 
Roberl Nicbulaoii 
Tlioinas Pearl h 
William Nicliolson 
Robert ijoall 
Joseph Barker 
Jnsepli Mchulsoit 
Peler DaTidsoo 
David ■I'ombliU 
Rnlpli Sykes 
Alexaiiiler Pegs 
Pcler Jarksoii 
Andrew Simpson 
Hugh Jones 
Joliu Saddler 



Peter Parker 

John Tiii'nbilU 
Julin Giirdon 
Humphry Coimi 
Matthew MHrablll 
Rii1<erl Sent 
John Sheldon 
William Chjulon 
Wiliiam Smith 
Giles Ri)bliiiinn 
Robert Harle 
Roberl Foratrr 
Ralph Crawford 
Johu Itodom 
Gfnrge Knbinion 
Williani Wilson 
John BrriagtoD 
Ralph Wilson 
Richai'd ^rilson 
Richard Errliietolt 
William Chamber* 
J oil 1 1 llodKertou 
. Thomas Baley 
Juhii ^ktpsey 
Juhn Harper 
Henry Laveiicfc 
Robert Simpson 
William Simpson 
JamesSlmpton 
Robert Pearson 
John Spurs 
Thoraaii Lavrlefc 
Mark Lavrick, sen, 
John Lavricb 
William Lavrick 
John Sparks 
Mark Lavriek 
Ritbei't Arklej 
Robert Clnrk 
Willlain Charlton 
William Wilkiason 
William Nicholsuu 
Robert Gordon 
Adam Jordon 
John Coiliey 
John Jordon 
Henry Un-viu 



Henry Wonders 
Geoige Winliam 
Jonathan Wbetley 
Anthony Atehsan 
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William Robinson 
Jacob Featouby 
James Keear 
John Reavley 
Thomas Bowdon 
Edward Nicholson 
Robert Naisbet 
Robert Kinnmr 
William Gibson 
Joseph Richardson 
Samuel Lackey 
James Lackey 
Thomas Tmrnbull 
Thomas Reavley 
Thomas Uddle 
Alatthew Craviu 
John Glinding 
Hugh Williamson 
William Glen 
Matthew Wood 
John Hails 
Peter Peall 
Henry Peall 
John Peall 
Thomas Carsell 
Robert Bodgerson 
Robert Krriugton 
William Stavers 
George Winter 
John Winter 
Robert Raisbeck 
William Raisbeck 
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Edinburgh, 14 Oct, 1832. 

My proceedings at this city must be reserved for de- 
scription after I have brought my readers forward from 
Alnwick, in Northumberland, at which place I wrote my 
last Register, to this famous capital of Scotland ; to unknow 
that which I have known in consequence of my coming to 
which, is what I would not experience for ** all tho gold ia 
the Bank of England," which most of my readers will per- 
haps say, is no great deal ! 

From Alnwick to Belford, which is about fourteen 
miles, we first leave behind us, with every feeling of con- 
tempt which haughtiness and emptiness can excite in the 
human mind, the endless turrets and lions of the de- 



seendMfrt of Sj^ithson, eomaionly called Psrct, whose 
fatbeFy C^KNiNO ft&d Elus and Frebs 8(i< unmercif u% 
Tidiciaited under idie naBMs of '^Duke SMiTHsaN,"in a 
poem entitled ** TA^ i)uA« ani^ the taxmg^num /' tbe^ Diiloe 
faaviof commttted the sia of endeasrouiiugt to evade Pitt's 
a«iedsed taxest There was a flag flying on Uie battlemeatfi^ 
to iodieate to the vaesak axouad that the descendant of 
Hotspur was j^veaent Vk the eaetle^ Leavifig[ all this 
hehuid HSy ire eame along through hetles land than that 
between Mohfeth and Alnwick. There was some 
wheal ottty. aiid sooie oate also ;. and oofe field of very Qsk% 
«ats> not cut. No trees vrwHay ef the aawe^ exee^ a few 
A^SH, and those. Tery bad^ Aa we adraAced^ the faroas 
grew kurger aad ih» landi bettes i the tucaipa everywhere 
floe. I saw a flock of small birds ; adod I do not recollect 
having seen any small bisd on this, side of Yorkshire^ 
excef>t in the warm plantations «f Mr. Do^kin., of New- 
castle. At about seven miles from Axnwick, I saw the 
sea to the right, and^ for a rarity,, a viHage-church. There- 
abouts, they tell me, is the seat ef Lord Grey, and o£ his 
brother General Gret, who, as I was told> being at 
Alnwick on the day when J was expected there to lecture, 
and being told of it, expressed bis surprise to find that the 
people were going to hear me, observimg,^ that my lecturing 
was all a humbug ; in which the General would have 
£3und himself very mudi deceived, if he had heard me 
put it to a very numerous and sensible audience, whether 
they really thought that they ought to he taxed to pay three 
fenerah for eirery regiment of foot and of horse iu eiir 
elegant service ; and whether they did not think that that 
elector would deserve to be trampled to death under a 
cavalry horse's feet, who would give his vote to a candidate 
that would not pledge himself to put an end to this mon- 
etrous waste of our vioney. If the General had beard 
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ttie sort of aiianer wliich the audieoce gave to these ques- 
tions, he would not have tiiought the lecturing "a Auniiitj." 

Here we gel amongst the mischief. Here the farroa are 
enormouE ; the stack-yards coDtainiDg from fifty to a hun- 
dred slacks each, and each stack coutaiLiog from five to- 
ten large siiuiheru wagon-loads of sheaves. Here th» 
thrashing-machineB are turned by STEAM-ENGINES; 
here the labaurers live in a snrt of barracks : that is to say, 
long sheds with stone walls, and covered with what are 
called pantiles. They liavc neither gardens nor privies nor. 
back-doors, and seem altogether to he kept in the same wajr 
as if they vere under military disciphne. There are ne 
villages ; no scattered cottages ; no up-atairs ; one little 
window, and one door-way to each dwelling in the ahed or 
barrack. A large farm-house, and large buildings for the 
cattle and the implements ; one farmer drawing to one spot 
the produce of the whole country all around ; a sort of 
manufactory of corn and of meat, the proceeds of which go, 
-with very Utile deduction, into the pocket of the big land- 
lord, there being no such thing as a small proprietor to 
be seen, though tlie land is exceedingly fine and produces 
the most abundant cr'tps : the good part of the produce all 
ecnt away ; and those who make it all, coinpelled to feed 
upon those things (as I shall hereafter more particularly 
show) which we in the Siiuth give to horses and to hogi. 
This, readers of the Register ; this is the scene, cliopsticks 
of Kent, Sussex, Hampshire, WUlehire, and Berkshire ; tbU 
is the scene, and these the " country people," in which, and 
amongst whom, were born and bred those iVIinisteis who 
sent Vaugiian and Alderson and D^nwan and 
WILDE, to execute the special commi&siobs in the 
South ! 

All the remainder of the way, through Belfobd and to 
Berwick, the land continues to get, if possible, better and 
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belter; the turnips incomparably finer; the Btack-yards 
increasing in number and bigness of stacks; the steam- 
chimneys taller and taller ; and the horrible barracks longer 
and longer, and more and more hateful to the sight** 
Gracious God ! have these fellows the imt>udence ; hart ' 
they the insolent assurance, to hfvpe to be able to bring the 
people of Kent, Sussex, and Surrey, into this state 1 This 
is " rural lifey" with the devil to it ! But it is useless to 
waste one*s indignation upon the subject : their emigration 
jBchemes and their poor-law schemes will all be blasted ; and 
they themselves will be the subject of ridicule and contempt 
for ages to come. 

I descend to the Tweed ; and now for the *^ antalluct /-' 
As I went over the bridge, my mind, filled with reflecting 
on those who had crossed it before me ; saying to myself, 
'' This has been the pass of all those pestiferous feelosofers 
'' whom I have been combating so long, and who have done 
'^ so much mischief to their own country as well as mine : " 
saying this to myself, and thinking, at the same time, of the 
dreadful menace of the " Scotsman," and of that "na- 
tional debt of revenge," that he said Scotland owed me ; 
with my mind thus filled, I could not help crossing myself 
as I passed this celebrated bridge. 

Berwick, which is a good solid town, and has a river, 
into which small vessels come to take away the corn from 
the corfi'jactoriesy and which was formerly a strongly 
fortified place, is regarded, by law, as being in neither Eng* 
land nor Scotland, but a separate dominion ; and, thinking 
that this was a safe place, I intended to stay here the night 
of Monday, the Sth^ in order to prepare myself a little before 
I actually got into Scotland ; but, seeing placards up en- 
joining the observance oi the fast on account of the cholera 
morbus, and being rather hungry at the time^ I, travelling 
by post-chaise, resolved to push on another stage, in order 
to avoid giving offence by indulging my ag^^etit*^ \xl ^n^Ocl *«»> 



state of things; therefore, on 1 came, exclaiming, as the 
chaise got upon Scotch Ground ; " Angels acd miniatera of 
grace defend me ! " happening to remember ea much of tome 
prayer or play, or eomething wliich I hare now forgotten. 
It was plagiarism, to be sure ; hnt I committed It involuft- 
tarily, and I wish Lord Brougham could Mty as much 
nith regard to the divers acts of plunder that he iias com- 
mitted upon me. 

Cuming out of Berwick, we have the sea to oor right 
for some lime, with no trees, stone walls, very fine land, and 
very fine turnips. After this, tliere come n rocky shore and 
Iiiily poor ground fi>r a short space. At about fonr roilea 
from Berw icK, the sea gets farther off, the land beaotiful, 
the turnips fifty acres in a piece, fresh and fine, and the land 
clean as a fion'er-garden; and thus, with great stack-yards 
and long barracks here and liiere on each side of us, we come 
down to the village of Ayton, and to the beautiful park and 
gardens of Mr. Fordvcb! "Fired at the sound, my 
Genius spreads her wiogs," and urges me to ask Mr. 
CaEEVEV, my formidable rival at Oldham, whether this 
is that same Fordyce, who was once surveyor of cro-itin 
lands, and also colleclar-ffeneral of the tares in Scollaud: 
and who was, somehow or other, rolated to the Duchess of 
Gordon ; and who had AN ACCOUNT, alKwt which 
account Mr. Creevky had given notice of a motion, and 
which motion he was, someliow or other, prevented from 
making when Pitt was last in office 7 and, further, whether 
Mr. Creevet, if he hare a seat in the reformed Parliop- 
TDent, will revive the motion now ; or whether he will give 
me the infirmation that I may revive it, if t should happen 
to be in that Parliament; for, though this may be the succes- 
sor of that Mr. FoRDYCE, Mr. Creevey, who is a lawyer, 
knows better than I do, that the crown acknowledges no 
laches, and that the act of Elizabeth will hunt pnUic 
money as a pack of honnds hant a fox, from cotoi to cover. 
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A YTOH consists of a parcel of very homely stone houses ■; 
but the p^ple seem to look very well, and particularly the 
boys, who all wear a sort of stiff caps, and who look rosy 
and hearty. "When we get farther on, the land gets poor 
and hilly; tiie'noad twists about among the hills, and fol- 
lows (towards its source) a little run of water, on the sides 
of which are some narrow meadows. The hiUs are here 
covered with scrubby woods, very much like those in the 
poorest parts of Hampshire and Dorsetshire. At the end of 
fourteen miles from Berwick, I came to Houi9dswoob 
Inn, a place for changing horses ; and I liked the look of 
the place so well, the house seemed so convenient and clean, 
and the landlord so civil and intelligent a man, that I 
resolved to stop here all night, which I did ; in order to 
steady my head a little, and to accustom it to that large and 
fipesh supply of " antalktct '' which it had been imbibing 
ever since I crossed the Tyne, and more particularly since 
tny crossing the Tweed. All these new ideas about thrash- 
ing-machines worked by steam; corn-weavers, kept in 
barracks, without back-doors, or privies; all these new 
ideas, of snch vast importance in rural philosophy; espe- 
cially when I found myself in Dr. Black's native country^ 
and recollected with what urgency he had pressed upon us of 
the South, the " prudence'* of his countrymen in checking 
population by resorting to illegitimate indulgences, instead 
of loading themselves with wives; all these new ideas 
wanted a little digesting in my mind, before I could, with 
common prudence^ proceed to present myself before critics 
so severe as those which 1 must naturally expect to meet 
with at the fountain-head of feelosofy itself, where tliere 
•were (as I had been told at Newcastle) six or seven news^ 
paperSy all assailing me with the greatest virulence. 

On Tuesday Morning, my heart thumping against my 
ribs> off 1 dashed at as rotuid a rate as I could prevail on the 
post-boy to drive. For about five miles the laxi^ tA\^<\w\3A^ 
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the same as before ; a Uttle Burt of moor, in which they dig 
peat, the valley narrow, the hills oa the eide rocky, culti- 
vated here and there a little, the rest of the ground growiug 
Bcnibby firs or wyns ; but great nuraberg of the Cheviot-hill 
■beep feeding on them ; and very preliy sheep these ue. 
They have no horns, are white all over, legs not long, body 
very truss, rather larger, and a great deal prettier sheep than 
the South-dowu sheep. The Highland sheep, of which 
you do not see a great many here, have black fai:es, black 
lege, and very long, very white, and coarse wool. They 
are very beautiful little sheep; and 1 will certainly endea- 
vour lo get a breed of them to |iut upon the heatlis in Sui- 
rey, where, I think, they would soon supplant the little miser- 
able thinp liiat we call heath-croppers. My Lord Hol- 
land has always some of these Highland sheep at Ken- 
sington, in his beautiful park and farm, which he disltgured 
Itnd half spoiled, during the building madness of his col- 
league, Robinson's " matchless prosperity" of 1824and 
1825. When, in thp former of those years, I saw " Addi- 
soK-noA d" come and cut his beautifiJ farm across, and 
when I saw " Calo Collage" and "Homer Villa" start 
up on the side of that road, 1 said, my Lord (and I am very 
sorry for it) will pay pretty dearly for his taste for the " elas- 
tics." These "classics" are, sometimes, not very safe 
guides even in matlcrs of a merely literary nature. So 
long, however, as you confine your enthusiasm to paper and 
print, you merely e.tpose yourself to ridicule ; but when yonr 
taste pushes you on lo the levelling of hanks, the tearinfi; up 
of tiees, the felling of oaks fifty years old, and, above all the 
Test, Co dabbling in brick and mortar, the classics become 
most perilous and pernicious companions! The Cheviot^ 
kill sheep have rather short wool, and are very pretty sheep 
in all respects, but I dare say that the mutton of the High- 
landers is better ; because my Lord Holland must know 
all about the matter ; and I know that he has had a sup- 
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plj of these sheep at Kensington for a great vaunf 
years. 

Along here we see black and red cows, very small^ com- 
pared with those io Durham and Northumberland. The 
oxen, some without horns and some with horns, and chiefly 
black, all come from the Highlands, and are all excellent for 
fatting. There are immense fairs, which are here called 
Trysts, at which these cattle are sold, and from which they 
go all over the south of Scotland and all over England, 
except Sussex and Kent, where the Welsh cattle are the 
favourites. These oxen, fed upon the turnips of this coun* 
try, and without any hay, will get quite fat during the 
autumnal and winter months ; and the beef in Northumber* 
land and in Scotland is as good as any in the world. 

There are some oats out here yet, and some wheat out 
also. But now, at about seven or eight miles from Hounds*- 
ivooD, we get through the hilk and out of this little narrow 
valley ; we see the sea to our right, and the fine level country 
opens before us. Here we entered into what is called East- 
Lothian ; and just at a little village called '' Cockburn^s 
Path/* where there is the second church that I have seen 
since I quitted Berwick, we get into the county of Had- 
dington, where we see the sea all along upon our right 
till we get to Dunbar (a distance of sixteen miles from 
Hounds wood), and such corn-fields, such fields of turnips, 
such turnips in those fields, such stack-yards, and such a 
total absence of dwelling-houses, as never, surely, were before 
seen in any country upon earth. You very frequently see 
more than a hundred* stacks in one yard, each containing, on 
an average, from fifteen to twenty English quarters of wheat 
or of oats ; all built in the neatest manner ; thatched ex- 
tremely well, the thatch bound down by exterior bands, 
spars not being in use owing to the scarcity of wood. In 
some of these yards the thrashing-machine is worked by 
horses, but in the greater part by steam ; and whece t\v^ 



coals are at a. dietaiice, by wind or bj water; so that in llua 
csunlry of the fioeat land that ever ivas seea, all the elecaenta 
seem ta ha^ve been preeeed into the amiable service of aweep" 
iug the people from tlie face of the earth, in order that the 
whole amount of the produce may go into tlie hands o£ a 
small number of persons, that they may squander it at Lon- 
don, at Paris, or at Rome. Before we got into Dunbak 
we found the road (which is vcrj' fine and broad) actually 
covered with caits, gcoerally drawn by odo lioree, all loaded 
with sacks of corn. For several miles it appeared to be a 
regular cavalcade of catts, each carrying about tivelce 
Eaglish sacks of corn, and all going to Dunbar, which U 
a. little sea-port (though a, large town) appareutly made for 
the express purpose of robbiug Scotland of all its produce, 
and of conveying it away to he squandered in scenes of dis- 
sipation, of gambling, and of every other vice tending to 
vitiate man and enfeeble a nation. 

Between Houndswood and Dundak, we came to 
RoxBUKGH-Park, wliich has near it a sort of village 
ciicsisting of very bad-looking lioiises, with the people 
looking very hearty and by no meaus badly dressed, 
especially the little boys and girls, whose good looka I have 
admired ever since I entered Scotland ; and about whom tlie 
parents seem to care much more than they do about their 
houses or themselves. They do not put boys to work hard 
when they are young, as iheydo in England ; and, thereforct 
they are siraighter aod niinbler on foot; but here is a total 
carelessnesa about the du'ellmg-place. You see no such 
tiling as a little garden before the door ; and none of tliosa 
numerous ornaments and those ciinveniences about labourers' 
dwellings, which are the pride of Eugland, and by which it 
is distinguished iwia all tiie other countries in the world. 
The dwelling-place of a mere working countrymnti in the 
United States of America is, generally, a miserable shed, all 
the round about of ivliich appears to have no owner at all. 
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Tbey told us that the Duchess of Roxb.urgh. lived at this 
Roxburoii-Park^ ^hich is a very fine place, and very 
well wooded, and at which I could not look without think* 
in^ of Burdett's second poor '* Duke Gawler^^* whose 
learned heir apparent is, or recently was, a candidate for 
the city of Norwich, as mentioned in my Register of 
some time back, where I gave the history of old Sir Jam£S 
Innis's getting the dukedom, marrying a young, wife at 
four^score, having a son by her, which «on is now a minor, 
and which wife is nov/ the duchess living in this park. Faith ! 
if Gawler had got this dukedom, his heir would not need 
a sinecure place in the Chancery, and his brother would 
not need a commissionership along with Senior, and the 
*^ reporther*' Coulson, whom Brougham has set to 
work, under the name of 2l poor-law commission, to digest 
a plan for an entire new distribution of the revenues of all 
Englishmen's estates, from the lord down to the forty- 
fihilling freeholder; for to this dukedom of Roxburgh 
appertains an immense estate in the county of that name, 
which is bounded to the south and^the west by the Cheviot 
HILLS, and through which, from one end of the county to 
the other, runs one branch of the Twe^d ; the south- 
eastern part being bounded by the Tweed itself, having on 
its banks land, if possible, still finer than this land of the 
LoTHiA'Nfir; Lord! how "Duke Gawler" would have 
revelled^ in possession of this estate I His heir apparent 
would have had Dick Gurnet for a* huntsman, instead 
joi creeping under the gabardine of this brewer-banker, in 
Girder to beshul^d into a seat. for the city of Norwich^ 
in consequence of the recommendation of the famous patriot 
ifeuRDETT, who used to teach us the absolute necessity of 
" tearing the leaves out of the accursed Red Book," and 
who has now the idiot* like folly and. impudence to be trying 
to thrust one of die tax-eating Hobuouses. into a seat for 
the city of Bath. 
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At DuNBrtii, in the town, and going (juite across tli^ 
upper end of the main street, which is so wide aa to hi 
worthy of being called an oblong square instead of a street ;' 
across t!ie end of this street stands the very plain, but rery 
solid and very noble-lookiBg house of my Lord Lauder-' 
DALE, on whom I should certainly have called to pay m^' 
respects, if I had had time, his Lordiliip having been, upon'/ 
several occasions, personally civil to me. 

At about three miles from Dunbar, we see, away to ooT 
right, standing upon a high hill, with beautiful woods aboof 
it, and looking over the sea, the house of the Earl of HAni 

DiNGToN, whose fine estate sweeps, we are told, all aro ^ 

this county ; and which is very far from being destitute dfl 
trees. At about five or six miles from DtJNBAa we cam^ 
at a place called Beltonfoud, to the bunch of farms rea- 
dered so famous by the monatrous farming and cattle cod' 
earns of that Mr. Rennie, the account of whose failurl 
occupied, some time ago, so much space in the Londolll 
newspajiera ; and whose affairs really seem to have beefl* 
upon a scale such as states or sovereigns might engage 



This couplet, which has been a proverb ever since it wai 
first published, is applicable to this agricultural maduesa 
Mr. Rennie never thought beforehand, never dreamec 
before he began to stretch out, of the lengths to which b( 
would be finally led. Here, again, and at every other stef^l 
we behold the fotal eftecta of the accursed paper-moneys 
What was there to check a sanguine and enterprbing mind 
in pursuit of wealth, when money was to be had, in 
quantity, by merely dipping a pen into an ink-stand, and 
writing a few words upon a little bit of paper ? Such a ] 
had no need of reileclion, if the system then existing could 
have coulinued ; if the system of " cheap cuirencj/,' 
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eulogised by that profound statesman Lord Howick, could 
have continued^ Mr. Rbnnie ipust have gone on increasing 
in wealth ; but it could not continue ; foreign nations v^rould 
not suffer us to have bank-notes to bo great an amounfe 
passing along with gold ; and then the system blew up, and 
Mr. Rbnn IE was destroyed; and destroyed, too, without 
having ever suspected the possibility of it, and without, 
even to this hour, clearly understanding the cause. In such 
a case a man is not to be accused of dishonesty ; the wrongs 
which he does are not wrongs of intention ; he is impelled 
by unseen causea; and he is no more answerable for the con-» 
sequences than is the man who, being knocked down by 
another, falls upon a child and presses it to death. But 
here is the dilemma ; either the innumerable persons who 
have, in the manner of Mr. Rennib^ scattered ruin and 
misery around them ; either these persons have all been' 
criminal, or this is the foolishest or the wickedest Govern- 
ment that ever was tolerated upon the face of this earth ; 
an alternative, which, if put to the vote, would be decided 
in favour of the latter proposition, by nine hundred out of 
every thousand men in the kingdom. 

The country continues much about the same all the way 
to Haddington; only it has more woods, and these very 
beautiful, consisting, however, chiefly of beech, ask, syca* 
more, and hirchy though with here and there an oak tree of 
small size. Before we reach Haddington, we see innu- 
merable carts carrying the corn towards that town. Here 
are 6elds with trees round them like the finest and largest 
fields in Sussex and Kent. About two miles before we get 
to Haddington, Sir John Sinclair's hoiise and estate 
lie a little way on our left, and Lord DALKErTn's farther 
on in the same direction, in a fine, well- wooded, beautiful 
valley ; land as fine as it is possible to be ; a hundred acres 
of turnips in one piece ; and, as I am very well informed, 
with forty tons of bulbs upon an English acre. £veT^tlbasi% 
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18 abundant here but people, who have been ^studtoHBly 
swept from Uie land ; and for which, by the laws oi God as 
well as man, this Gfovernment is answerable ; ^andyrltis not 
in the way of joke that I express- my hope, tthat it. will bo 
Biade to confess its errors, or that it will be punished te 
intention of jnisehief* 

Hadpinoton is a large, a good, and solid town; andU 
being situated in the midst of so fine a country, must, in the 
mere business of supplying the farms, bettdes being an 
immense mart for corn, possess a great deal of wealtii. 
After we quit Haddingtok> we come to a place called 
Taaneiqt, which is a sort of a colliery town ; here ara 
collieries and rail-roads ; and the coun^, as well as ih» 
town of Haddington, are supplied with coals from thia 
source. Coming on from tbis place to Musselburgh, wa 
see the mouth of the Firth of Forth, away to ow 
right ; and down there, dose by tbosea> lies that Paestoit^ 
Pans, rendered famous by- the bloody battle fought at 
that place. Here we look across the Firth into the fine 
county of Fife, and see the Highlands begin to rise 
up beyond Kinross, and the Firth of Tay. The pros- 
pect here is very beautiful^ and thus we go on to MusssL- 
burgh, which is a sort of place of resort for Edinburgh 
people in the summer. It is called a village, but it is 
in reality a very fine town for the greater part of it- 
From this place, close along by the water- side, we coma 
to another village called Portobello, and then to Edin- 
burgh itself, at which I arrived about half- past two o'clock,- 
and took up my quarters in the house of a friend, of whom 
I must not more particularly speak until I am placed be-, 
yond the possibility of being in his house after he shall 
have seen this account. Here, then, I was, in that city, 
of which I had heard and read so much ; of which I had 
spoken in terms, not one of which was to be retracted as 
long as I was in it ; and my reception in which, six news- 
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papers bere, to eay nothing nf the liuodreds ia England (tlie 
Woody old Times by no means esccpEed), had, for more 
than a. month, been labouring to render not only mortifying 
and disgraceful, but even peraooally perilous ! And, here 
it Wfta, in this nenowned capital of Scotland, that I was 
destined, without even uttering a single word in my defence, 

own my triumph over all these atrociou 

over (he base and detestable men in power, who had 
employed the mercenary wretchea to vomit forth their s«v^ 
lummes, 

Bnt, before I proceed to endeavour to describe to 
English readers this beautiful city, and its still more beai 
tiful environs, I must endeavour to perform a task far morti' 
inteTesting to us ali, and especially to the people of Scotlaad, 
gratitude, on my part, to whom, would render the perform- 
le of this task a bounden duty, even if England had no 
interest in it ; but (he fact is that it is interesting to all of 
I alike; and, if I discharge it as L ought, iu a manner 
•emmensurate with the importance of the subject, I shall 

ve the lasting (banks of every good man in the kingdom. 

<t me look back, then, over this fine country, from (he 
■IwEED lotheFiRTii ofFoitTii. When at Newcastig, 
J learned that Scotch vagrants were regularly sent from 
^at place back into Scotland by pais-carts; that the con- 
Tayance of them was contracted for; and that the con- 
teactor received two pounds two sliillings for each jouroey; 
.that this contractor put them down at a place called Kylob, 
V Kelso, a place five miles distant from Belford, on the 
Mad to Bebwick; that the vagrants were delivered into 

iistody of a polioe-ofEcer, who saw them deposited la 
the parish in Scotland named in the pass ; and that the 
[tractor had eametimes taken the same individuals as 
3n as ten or twelve times ! These facte, of the correct- 
s of which there can be no doubt, may be useful to Lord 
^soQOtiASi's most wise commiuion, the great object of 
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wiiich is to get rid of tlie English poor-kirs; that 'a to 
say, those just laws, whiuh, bpfore ihey wete violated by 
ScultGES Bouhne's bills, ensured to the working people of 
England aomelhing like a due share in the produce of the 
earth, in compensaiion for the loss of that patrimony which 
the ariabicracy liad laken away from them at that eeanoi 
enormous robbery and plunder most falsely called the Re- 
farmation, , The&e facia, 8o astounding, so unanswerable, 
may serve also (and I hope tliey will) to malie Mr, O'CoN- 
NELI, less positive, and less pertinacious, in opposition to 
Che ONLY measure that can ever make Ireland a country 
fit for either a poor or a rich man to live in. These facta 
may (and I trust they will) serve the further purpose of 
inducing aiy dignitary, Dr. BlaCk (who is spoken of with 
great respect here), to hesitate before he another time holdi 
out the labourers of Scotland as an example to be followed . 
by the chopsticks of ihe South. He does not, indeed, pepi 
severe, like Mr. O'Conkell, to revile the institution ijf 
poor-laws ; but still, he talks of the ignoraiice of my coun- 
trymen, the chopsticks ; he imputes the fires to their igtiQ'^ 
7-ance and not to a sense of their wrongs; he contrasts.. 
their turbulent behaviour with the quiet stilimission of th« 
labourers of Scotland, whom he represents as being WELL 
OFF iu consequence of Iheir fewness in number; htf- 
ascribes the suffering of the labouiers of England to 
excess of their numbers, and not Vt the weight of the taxe* ' 
and the Ion" wages which those taxes compel the farmer to' 
wish to pay. These are most pernicious errors } errors, that 
have produced the greatest evils ; and errors which it shalt 
be my duty to dissipate, if I find myself equal to the task. 

With regard to the poor-laws; before any one is impu- 
dent enough to propose to abolish them, or to change them 
(except hack again to their original state), let him hunt 
throughout Scotland and Ireland, and there find an En- 
ghsh vagrant j there find n pass-cart to convey heggart 
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back agaiji to England. Tliis is the first thing to do before 
& pack of Scotch and Irish reoegadoes get tc^etlier to hatch 
the means of cobhing tiie working people of England of the 
compensation for their patrimony, as the people of Scotland 
and Ireland have been robhed. Before any quack be im- 
pudent enough to propose to abolish Englifih poor-laws, let 
him stop the pass-carls, which are constantly in movement 
to carry out of England, and to toss back upon their own 
soil, the destitute people of Scotland and Ireland. 

Here is a thing calling itself "a Go treivimenf," and & 
"paternal Government" too, having three countries under 
}ls management, out of two of which distressed persons ara 
• pontinually prowling into the third ; and that third is aa 
'jCOOStantly engaged in carrying these diatresaed persons back 
again by force, and tossing them hack upon the soil from 
which they hare made tlieir incursions ; and this work of 
carrying back (causing great expense) is constaatly going 
on through numerous channels every year of our lives, from; 
the first of January to the thirty-first of December : and 
with all this before their eyes, this " paternal Government " 
is incessantly at work, hatching schemes for reducing the 
third country to the situation of the other two ! It u 
useless to rage ; and, there being a liberal Whig Ministry 
In ptwer, I stifle my feelings, and refrain from doing justica 
in characterising this Government. 

But now, Dr. Black, about the famnus" aB(a//uc(" of 
the labourers of Scotland, and the ifrnorance of the chop- 
sticks of the South; those causes of turbulence in th« 
latter, and of quiet submission in the former. You are a 
Scotchman, Doctor ; but you know nothing about Scotland. 
You live in England ; but you know nothing about England. 
Books have been your teachers; and that which you knoui 
about the characters, the capacities, and especially the mo- 
tives of living authors, ought to warn you against trusting 
,the stuff put forth by the scribbling coxoomba, fools, and 
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IcntiTeB, that are dead. I, taking permistioo to use the 
words of the aposlle, " bear wiiness of that which I hare 
seen." It is not yet a week since I set my fDot in Scotland ; 
yet I have seen enough to make me clearly understand the 
ground-work of all your errors relative to this mast impor- 
tant of all human matters. 

I find that there is a sort of poor-laws in some parts of 
Scotland; that the counties horderint; on theses, through 
which 1 have come, that the county of Fite, and ollieiB, 
some of the rich parts of Scotland ; that this city, that 
Paisley, Glasgow, Greenock, have compulsory assess- 
ments for the relief of the poor; but that, in all the inte- 
rior, and over the far greater part of Scotland, there is na 
such provision, and that the destitute depend entirely upon 
collections at the churcli-doors, and i:pon other alms volun- 
tarily given. The people of England compelled tlie Go- 
vernment CO give thctn a legal claim upon the land gene- 
rally in lieu of their patrimony, which consisted of effi- 
cient and substantial relief out of the tithes. The peopleof 
Scotland, embroiled and torn to pieces by conflictins: tyrants; 
and the people of Ireland, kept down by the iron ann of 
the greedy aristocracy in England ; had not the power to 
compel their rulers to do them justice, and give them a 
compensation for the loss c>f their patrimony. Therefore 
these two countries were robbed without compensation 
ever obtained ; and therefore it is tliat destitute persona 
^rowl from them into England, and that the English des- 
titute persons stay at home. 

Even Scotch charity does a great deal, and ihe distri- 
bution of the alma being committed to their exemplary 
parochial ministers, a great deal is done to alleviate the 
sufferings of the destitute. In the rich counties and the 
great towns where the assessment is compulsory, it is, 
nevertheless, estreraely defective. It is a Jiied »«m for 
the year. lu this city it is six per eent. on the rental ; 
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,ibut tlieii.(nluch is a subject to be treated of another tim^) 
-Uhejudges, aad.every one belonging to the courts, claim an 
, «xeioption ; very uiijusUy, to be sure ; but they claim it, 
-iftnd they have it,; and thus about a thousand of the richest 
iVien in the city pay aothiog toivards the relief of the poor. 
The sum thus raised is found to he very inadequate : here, 
'4j] this fine and beautiful city, with as much real piety aa is 
to be found in any place in the world ; with minisiorB as 
, diligent, and with a whole people as ciiaritable, the aasess- 
.mentfi fall so much sliort of the necessities of the case, that 
. the suffering and the beggary, though so much checked by 
jlthe proud stomachs of the people, surpass, in a ten-fold 
tidegree, that which is to be found in auy place in England ; 
,and if I were to say in a fifty-fdd degree, I do not think 
that I should go beyond llie fact. From everything lliat I 
.,can learn, nothing can exceed the diligence, the pains, tbe 
^^sintetestednesB, iiith which the funds raised for the poor 
4jat EniHituRoii axe managed ; and yet such is the distress 
jiandsuch the beggary 1 Well, then, what does this prove? 
- Jt proves the wisdom as well as the justice of the act of 
•l ^izabeth J it proves that, to make tlie relief what it ought 
^^ be, there must at all times be, as iu EJigland and the 
g United Slates of Amcricii, a power to culiect, not a certain 
^.sum during tlie year, but as much as shaJl be wanted during 
>the year, and the adoption of measures to secure the due 
^application as well as an efiicieat coliectiou. 

Having now shown that even in Scotland neceeaty has 
dictated something in the way of compulsory assessment, 
leaving Mr. O'Connbll to reflect on these and on the 
foregoing facts, and respectfully suggesting to biin to con- 
■ider whether it might not be as well to sweep beggary ouC 
of Ireland first, and then for us to discuss, when the people 
»hall have their backs covered and their bellies filled, the 
question about a repeal of the Union ; leaving Mr. O'CoK- 
MELL and these matters here, let me now. Dr. B 
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turn to you again, and talk to you about that famous '^ari" 
talluct," before*nientioned, that keeps the labourers of the 
North 80 quiet, while those of the South are so turbulent; 
and about that " moral restraint " of the nasty-pensioned- 
• parson Malthus, and that '* prudence in abstaining from 
' marriage/* which makes the labourers of Scotland so 
WELL OFF ; because, Doctor, it is this last-mentioned 
matter which is the great thing of all. 

Now, then, let me tell you how those persons are off, 
whom you wish the labourers of England to imitate, and 
with whom you wish them to change situations. But I 
will not address myself to you here. I will address myself 
to the chopsticks of the South ; and this part of this Register 
I hereby direct my printers to take out of the Register, 
v' after they have printed off the edition, and to put it in a 

half sheet or quarter sheet of demy paper, with a title to it^ 

just such as I shall here give. I hereby direct them to print 

ten thousand copies of this address ; to put at the bottom: 

- of it, price ONE PENNY; and I hereby direct the person. 

keeping my shop at Bolt'court^ to sell these addresses at 

Jive shillings a hundred; or at three shillings for fifty ^ 

Now, then. Doctor, Brougham and Maltiius and Lord 

Ho WICK and Sturges Bourne and Brougham's other 

\ J '. poor-law commissioners. Senior and Coulson the re* 

1 ; ' porther, and Harry Gawler (the Duke's brother) and 

[' I Malthusian Burdett, and all the whole crew, shall find 

' that I have not come to Scotland for nothing. 
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COBBETT'S ADVICE 
TO THE CHOPSTICKS 

OF 

Kent, Sussex, Surrey ^ Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorsetshire^ 
Berkshire, Norfolk, Suffolk^ Essex; and of all the 
other Counties in the South of England, 

Edinburgh, 14. Oct. 1832. 
My Friends, — This is the finest city that I ever saw in 
my ]ife, though it is about five hundred miles to the north 
of the southern part of Dorsetshire ; but neither the beauty 
of this city, nor its distance from your and my home, has 
made me forget you, and particularly poor Cook and 
Farmer Boyes and the men that were transported in 1830. 
I have some advice to offer you, the object of which is to 
induce you resolutely to maintain the rights which, agree- 
My to the laws of our country, we all inherit from our 
forefathers. Amongst these rights are, the right to live in 
the country of our birth ; the right to have a living out of 
the land of our birth in exchange for our labour duly and 
honestly performed ; the right, in case we fall into distress* 
to have our wants sufficiently relieved out of the produce of 
the land, whether that distress arise from sickness, from 
decrepitude, from old age, or from the inability to find 
employment; because there are laws, and those laws are 
just, to punish us if we be idle or dissolute. 
. There is a reform of the Parliament ; and, it is touching 
your conduct as connected with this reform, that I am about 
to offer you my advice ; but before I do that, I must speak 
to you about what I have seen in Scotland, of which this 
fine city is the capital. You know thai many gentlemen in 
England have Scotch bailiffs ; and that these Scotch 
bailiffs, particularly Callendar, the bailiff of Sir Tho- 
mas Baring, in Hampshire, and another one or two 
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whose names 1 have now forgotten, weie principal witneBBCB 
a^aiuEt the men tbat were brought to trial fur breaking 
ihrasliing-machiiiM, and other acts of that sort in 1830. 
You know that these bailiffs are always telling you how 
good and obedient the labourers are in Scotland, and bow- 
WELL OFF ihey are; and yet they tell you that there ar« 
no pour -laws in Scotland. 

AM this appears very wonderful to you. The Govern- 
ment and the pareons tell you tlie same thiiig ; and t\iey 
tell you, that if you were as well-behared as the Scotch, 
and as quiet, you would be as well off as they are. They 
say, that it is your ignorance that makes you not like to lire" 
upon potatoes while those who live upon the tithes and tlia' 
taxes have the meat and the bread. They tell you ttiat yoo' 
would be better off if you were hut as sensible and woultT 
but be as quiet as the Scotch labourers. Now, then, I will' 
tell you how well off the Scotch labourers are ; and then'- 
you will judge whether you have been wise or foolish, ia" 
what you have been lawfully doing for two years past, with- 
a view of making your living a little better than it was. 

This city is fifty-six miles from the river Tweed, wWcH' 
separates England A-om Scotland. I have come tbrougtr' 
the country in a post-chaise, stopped one night upon As* 
road, and have made every inquiry, in order that I might' 
be able to ascertain the exact state of the labourers on the* 
land. With the exception of about seven miles. Hie land ia* 
the finest that I ever saw in my life, though I have seeoL 
every fine vale in every county in England ; and in the 
United Stales of America i never saw any land a tenth pare 
so good. You will know what the land is when I tell you, 
that it is by no means uncommon for it to produce seven' 
English quarters of wheat upon one English acre, and forty 
tons of turnips upon one English acre ; and that there are, 
almost in eveiy half mile, from fifty to a hundred acres of 
turnips in one piece, sometimes white turnips and sometime* 
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Swedes,; all in rows as straight as & line» and without ft, 
weed ever to he seen in any of these heautiful fiebb. 

Oh ! how you will wish to he here ! *^ Lord,." you wili.say. 
to yourselves, *' what pretty village & there mustrhe there,;, 
'^ what nice churches and church^yardst;, ohl and what. 
'^ preciously nice ale-houses! Comey Jack, let us set off. 
** to Scotland ! What nice gardens shall we have to our- 
*' cottages there! What beautiful flowers our wives wilL 
'^ have climhing up about the windows, and on both sides a£ 
*^ the path leading from the wicket up to the door ! And 

what prancing, and. barking, pigs we shall have^ runnings 

out upon the common, and what a flock, of. geese,, grazing,. 
" upon the green !" 

Stop! stop! I have not come to listen to you^ but to^ 
make you listen to me ; let me tell you,.then, that^ there is. 
neither village, noff church i nor ale-house, nor garden^ nor. 
cottage, nor flowersi nor pig, nor goose, nor common, nor 
green; but the thing is thus: I. The farms of. a whoI» 
count]^ ace, generally. speaking^ the property of one lord; 
2. They are so large, that. the cojn-stacks frequently amount 
to more than a hundred upon one farm, each stack having, 
in it, on an a¥erag^, firom fifteen to twenty English quarters 
of corn ; 3. The farmer's house is a house big enough and. 
fine enough for a gentleman to live in.; the farm-yard is a. 
square, with buildings on the sides of it f6r horses, cattle,^ 
and implements ; the stack-yard is on one side of this, the 
stacks all in rows, and the place as big as a little town. 
4. On the side of the farm-yard next to the stack-yard there, 
is a place to thrash the corn in ; and there is, close by this,, 
always a thrashing-machine, sometimes worked by horses,, 
sometimes by water, sometimes by wind« and sometimes by 
steam, there being^ no such thing as a barn or a flail in the 
whole country. 

" Well/' say you, '* but, out of such a quantity of corn 
'^ and of beef and of mutton, there must some ceme to the 
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" share of the chopstickfi, to be sure !" Don't be too sure 
yet ; but hold your tongue, and hectr my etory. The Eiogle 
labourers are kept ia this manner: about four of them are 
put into a shed, quite away from the farm-iiuuse and out of 
the farm-yard; uhich shed, Dr. Jamieson, in hia Dio- 
tiooary, calla a " boothie," a place, saya he, where labour- 
ing servants are lodged. A booth ie means a little booth ; 
and here these men live and sleep, having a certain allow- 
ance of oat, barley, and pea meal, upon which lliey live, 
mixing it with water, or with milk when tbey are allowed 
the uae of a cow, which they have to milk themselves. They 
are allowed some little matter of moDey besides to buy 
clothes with ; but never dream of being allowed to set llieii 
foot within the walls of the farm>house. I'hey hire for the 
year, under very severe punishment in case of misbehaviour 
or quitting service ; and cannot have fresh service, without 
a character from the last master, and also a character fron 
the minisler of the parish ! 

Pretty well, that, for a knife -and -fork chopetick of Sua- 
BeK, who baa been used to sit round the fire with the master 
and the mistress, and to pull about and tickle the laughing 
maids 1 Pretty well, that ! But it is the life of the married 
labourer that will delight you. Upon a steam-engine farm 
there are, perhaps, eight or ten of these. There is, at a 
considerable distance from the farm-yard, a sort of barrack 
erected for these to lire in. It ia a long shed, stone walla 
and pantile loof, and divided into a certain number of 
lootkies, each having a door and one little window, all the 
doors being on one aide of the slied, and there being no back- 
doors } and aa to a privy, no such thing, for them, appears 
ever to be thought of. The ground, in fiont of the shed, is 
wide or narrow according to circumstances, but quite 
smooth; merely a place to walk upon. Each distincB. 
boot/tie is about seventeen feet one way and fifteen feet the. 
Other way, as nearly as my eye could determine. There ia 
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BO ceiling, and no floor but the earth. In this place a man 
and hie wife and family have to live. When they go iota 
it there is nothing but the four bare walls, and the tiles over 
their heads, nod a small iire-place. To make die iiioit of 
the room, they, at their own cost, erect birlhs, like thoae ia 
a barrack-room, which they get up into when they go to 
bed ; and here they are, the man, his wife^ aod a parcel of 
children, squeezed up in this miEcrable hole, with their meal 
and their washing tackle, aod all their other things ; aod 
yet it is quite surprising to behold how decent the women 
endeavour to keep the place. These women (for I found all 
tlie men out at work) appeared to be most iadustriaus crea- 
tures, to be extremely obliging, and of good disposition ; and 
the shame ia that they are permitted to enjoy so smatl a 
portion of the fruit of all their labours, of all their cares. 
uE if their dwelling-place is bad, their food is worss, 
g fed upon exactly that which we feed hogs and horses 
-upon. Tbe married man receives in money about four 
.pounds for the whole year ; aod he has besides sixty bushels 
ats, thirty hushels of barley, twelve hushelB of peas, and 
.three busheta of potatoes, with ground allowed him In plant 
.lie potatoes. The master gives him the keep of a cow for 
j|he year round ; but he must find the cow himself : he pays 

' jfor his own fuel ; he must find a woman to reap for twenty 
whole days in the harvest, as payment for the rent of his 
iootkie ; he has no wheat; the meal altogether amounts to 
.lAout six pounds for every day in the year ; the oatmeal ia 
eaten in porridge ; the barley-meal and pea-meal are mixed 
together, aod baked into a sort of cakes upon an iron plate 
put over the Gre ; they sometimes get a pig and feed it upon 
-the potatoes. 

Thus they never have one bit of wheaten bread or of 
Vrheaten flour, nor of beef nor mutton, though the land is 
•covered with wheat and with cattle. The hiring is for a 

, -year, beginning on the 26th of May, and not at Michael* 
F 5 
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mu: the farmer tiikes the maD, jugt at the wawn to get 
th» Eweat out of him ; and if he die, he dies vjhtn the 
main work is done. The laboureris wholly at the merry of 
th« master, who, if he will not keep him beyoodthe year, 
can totally ruin him, by refusing him a cbaracler. The 
cow is a thing more in name than reality; she may be about 
to calve when the 26th of May comes ; the wife may be 
in a situation to make removal perilous to her life. Thi« 
family has NO HOME; and no home can any man be 
eaid to have who can thus be dislodged e^'ery year of his 
life at the will of a maiter. It veiy frequently happeoa 
that the poor creatures arc compelled to sell tlieircow f<n' 
next to nothing; and, indeed, the necestity of character 
from the last employer makes the man a real slave, worse 
off tliaa the negro hy many degrees; for here there is 
neither law to ensure him relief, nor motive in the matter 
to attend to his health or to preserve bis life. 

There, chopsticks of Suseex, you can now see wliat Bu- 
gliah fiooundrels, calling themselves " gentlemen," get 
Scotch bailiffs for. These bailiffs are generally the eons'of 
some of these farmers, reeommended to the grinding rufiianB 
of England by the grinding ruffians in Scotland. Six days, 
from daylight to dark, iheEegood aud laborioni and patient 
and kind people labour. On aa average they have six 
English miles to go to any church. Hero are twelve miles 
to walk on the Sunday; and the Gonsequence ii, that they 
very seldom go. But, say you, what do they do with ail 
the w^eat and all the beef and all the nmtton ; and wbst 
becomes of the money that they are sold for! Why tke 
cattle and sheep walk into England upon their leg»; the 
wiieat is put into ships, to be sent to London er elsewhere ; 
and as to the money that these are eold for, the farmer is 
allowed to have a little ofii; but almost the whole of it is 
Bent away to the landlord, to be gambled or otherwise s<inao- 
dered away at LoHDos,at Parts, wat itoME. Tlie reat 



off tho land U^euojcmoui : fourt five, six, or seven {)Quuds forr 
^ £pgli&h acre : tbe faroij^x' is not. allowed to get muchi. 
aJwost th^ whole of the produce of these fine lands goea 
lata the pockets, of the Iprds ; the labourers are their slaves, 
ajdd the farmecath^ir slave-drivers.. The farm-yards are, in. 
is4:t%factorie$^I<9^ makipg.cgrn an(L meat, carried on princir 
pally by tbe^eans. of hprses aad machinjery. There are no. 
people.; and these men.s^m to think .that people are unne-. 
QQfisary tO; a,, state. I cappe over a tract of country a great 
4eal.hig;ig^ than the^county^ of Suffolki with only three towns 
io it».and iLCiwpIe of vilUges, while the county of Suffolk 
bas twenty*iune market towns and 491 villages. Yet our 
QTidciouj^ Governoient seem tp wish to reduce England to .the 
sitate^of Scptland.; and you are.jeproached and abused, and 
called. ignorant, because yo^will not reside in a'* boothicy'* 
and live. upon tb& food which we give to horses and to hogs! 
Take one n^ore fact^ at which you will not wonder ; that, 
tbiwgh Northumberland is but a poor country compared. 
with this that I have been describing, the poor Scotch 
labourers get away into England whenever they can. There 
i^.a great apd-fine town called Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
from which and its neighbourhood, the coals go into our 
country. The poor Scotchmen flee .from these fine and rich 
la^d.s to beg their bread there ; and there they are put into 
caravans and brought back to Scotland by force, as the 
Irish are sent from London, from Manchester, from 
SiaMiNGjuAH, and other great towns in the South. Is 
if»i this.Uie g^rcatest shame that ever was witnessed u^d^r, 
the siiA ! Apd, shall not we be resolved to prevent our 
country fro.m being reduced to a similar state ; shall not we 
ventprcj if- nece^ary, our limbs and our lives, rather than 
no.t epdeavpur to cause, by all legal, means, a change in the 
condition of the labourers of these two .ill- treated countries? 
AYhat! shall, any lord tell me, or tell any one of you, that 
you have not a. right to be in England as well as he has? 
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Will he tell you that he has a right to lay all liis lands- 
loaste, or lay them iuto sheep-walks, and drive the peopi* 
fi-om them t A stupid laod-nwner might say so, and might 
attempt to do it ; but detestable must be the Gnvernment, 
that wonld suffer him, even to begin iu the work of giving 
effect to his wish. God did not make the laod for the feir, 
but for the many. Civil society invented property ; but gave 
it not that absolute character which would enable a fetr 
owners to extirpate the people, aa they appear to be endea- 
rouring to do in Scotland. Our English law effectually 
guards against the effects of so villanous a disposition : it 
gives to all men a right to a maintenance out of the produce 
of the earth : it justly gives to the necessitous poor a claiin* 
prior to that of the owner of the land. This law has bees 
greatly impaired by the acts of Sturges Bourne, which 
created the select vestries, and introduced hired overseenr 
iatu the parishes. It is my intention to use all the means 
in my p»wer to get these acts repealed ; and it is upon this 
Bubject that I am now about to give you my advice. You see 
the situation of the Scotch and the Irish, in consequence of a 
want of the pour-laivs; and the design manifestly has been, 
and yet is, to go on by degrees stripping England of th» 
poor-laws. S-rtriioBS Bourne's acts were a great stretchr 
in this direction ; let us, therefore, use all our streugth legally 
to annihilate these acts. 

Your case is this. For a thousand years, your forefather* 
were, in case of necessity, relieved out of the produce of thff 
TITHES, and were never suffered to know the pinchingt 
of want. When the tithes were taken away by the aria- 
tocracy, and by them kept to themselves, or given wholly tff 
the parsons, your forefathers insisted upon a prevision being 
made for them out of the land, as compensation far that 
which had been taken away by the aristocracy and tfae 
paraons. That compensatioD was given them in the rates aa 
settled by the poor-law. To take away those rates wauld. 
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therefore, be to violate the agreement, which gave you as 
much right to receive, incase of Deed, relief out of the Ia,nd, 
at it left the land'Owaer a right to his rent. Sturoes 
Bourke's acta have not, indeed, openly violated the agree- 
ment} but they have done it in a covert and indirect ma a- 
ner, by taking away the power of the native overseer to ad- 
minister relief, and by taking away the equal rights of rate- 
payers to vote in the vestry. 

To get these acta repealed is our first duty, aod ought to 
be our earliest care ; and I do most strongly urge you to at- 
tend at all elections, whelker you have votes or not, and to 
demand of the candidates that they will vote for the repeal 
of these acta. 1 exhort you to be ready with petitions in 
support of those members of Parliament who shall demand 
this repeal. Though, according to the Reform Bill, you are 
not to vote, yet you have the right of petitioning : and if 
you make use of that right, and in a proper manner, we 
shall never again see those days of degradation of which we 
have now seen so many. 

As God has now blessed us with a harvest such as the 
oldest man living scarcely ever saw, 1 hope that you are all 
enjoying the fruits of it, in proportion to the labours that you 
have performed, and to the sobriety and the care that you 
have practised and exercised. I shall be glad, when I see 
you again, to find you better off than when I saw you last ; 
I confide in your resolution to maintain your present rights 
unimpaired, and in your efforta to recover those that have 
been lost ; and, in that hope, 

I remain, your f^thful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 

There, Dr. Black, now tallc about your " atttalluct" as 
long as you please. What a Sussex chopstick would say 
!f he were asked to live with bia family in one of these 
" bwthies," I do not exactly know ; but this 1 know, that I 
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^uid'Hot libe to Iw tlie taia to make t)te pcopugition tohiait, 
eajwcJally if he had a hill-hooh in his hand! Stow as u 
the iuotif)Q of 1h8 tongue and his legs, hia hozule would idovq. 
quickly ecMigh ia such a case. In ahurt, Doctofj.j'ou have- 
never Been, and you can know nathiug oi^ tlie laboureca of. 
either country. If you bad seen a great deal of the docile, 
aod. cheerful [y-subiait ting labourorG of Scotlaadi.you could. 
know EtiJl less than you know bow al>uut tUe gluot and 
ttubborn chaps in the South, wlioiu neither inteEGAti. nor 
threats, nor oertaiaty of puoiahuient, will move to du tiiafa 
nrhlidi they thiuk they ought not to be cumnanded to do^ 
They wilt nut, even if tliey greatly gain by it, d» anything, 
out of the traote of their liabita and prejudices. Yet, in, 
their stubborn adherence to their words,. and ia. their. peC" 
feet sincerity, a eeasibU man find£.a'Compeaaation for tbeit 
iintowardness'; but, the rules whicb luaj very well.appljrtft 
one of these sets of men, may be whuJJy inapplicable to tb^ 
other. And, as tfi the, " aaCalluct," be you aswwed, Dofttop^. 
that the Scotch labourers would not be abitlessintellectuaU 
if they were to. sil down to dinner every da^ to whe^ten 
bread and meat, with knivca and forks. and p1ak:B, au).^ 
aioe clean cloth every Sunday, as they do yetin.a consider- 
abte part of the fatm-houBcs iu the aouthern. couiiti£« o{ 
England. 

1 now ceme back to this delightful aad beautiful, city.. I 
thought lliat Bitis'roi,, taking in its liei|bts and Clu^tov 
and itB'rocks and iw river, wiis llie finest city, in, the worlds 
but Edisbujicii with its castle, its bills, its pretty, litll» 
sea-port, oonvenientlj detached from it, its vale oCrlcb land 
iying all around, itc lofty bills in the back ground, its views 
across the FiHTH : I think little of its streets and its rows 
of fine houses, though all built of &U>oe, and' though every- 
thing in London and Bath is beggary to these ; I think 
nothing of Uolyroodi House i but 1 think a great deal of 
the Cae and 1^-ell-orl]ered streets of shops ; of the regularity 




mrtsBomeai III 

f" friiidi yon pereeita everywhere in the maDag^ment of 
ftminest ; and 1 think still more of the absence of ail tiiU 

feppiahnesc, a.nd that aSectatloQ' of careinsoest, and Lb*t 

insolent aeeumption of Buperiority, that you Beein alraostall 

the jyiung men that you meet with in ihit fashionable part* 

of the great townain England. 1 was nutdissppuiiitcd ; for 

r expected to fitid Edinburgh the finest eity itrtbe biDgdonn 

ConrerBalions at Newcastle, and with iinniy Scotch 

geotlemen for years past, had prepared me forlhis ; Init still 

reality has greatly surpassed every idea that I had 

formed about it. The people^ however, still exceed the 

place: here all is civility ; you do not meet with r(ideneBa>ar 

even with the want of a disposition to oblige, eren iopeTsona 

in the lowest state of life. A friend toot me round the 

environs of the city: he hstd a tiirnpihe ticket-, received at 

the first gate which cleared five or six gates. It (vas sufl 

&eient for hira to tell the future gsite-keeperE' that lie liad iti 

D I saw that, I said to myself, " Nota bene-: Gate> 

I " keepers take people's word in Scotland ; a thing that I 

n before since I' left Loag Isiand," 

In this tour round the city wo went by a very heawtifijl 

Bttle country-house, at whirfi Mr. Jeftkey, the Lord 

Adfocale, lives. He did not do me the hcrnour to attend 

my lectures, on account of ill-health, nhich cause 1 ain 

very sorry for ; for it will require health and spitits, too, for 

Ilim to butfet the storm that ia about to ^ring up, unleas 

Me party be prepared to do a great many things of nbirfi 

W <liey appear not as yet to have dreamed. In the course of 

kvhia little tour I went to, and to the top of, the ancient Cu aig> 

BkfriLLAU Caetlc, which stands on a rock at about three miles 

Ihim EniNBiTHGM and from which you see the castle and 

all the eity of Edinburoii ; and you look aoio!irihe Firti) 

of Forth, and, beyond it, and over the county of Fiya, 

_ and the Firth of Tat, see tlie Highland! rise'up. It appears 

HMhat part of thia castle was demolithed hy the English, when 
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that merciless monster Hcory the Eighth invaded Scotlaad, 
in order to compel the young Queen of Scots to marry his 
son, Prini^e Edward ! So this ruffian, who was marrjing 
and beheading wives himself all hia lifetime, actually under- 
took a war for a purpose like this ! This yuuog rjueen lost 
her life at last, by the hands of the myrmidons of his savage 
daughter ; but, at any rate, she enjoyed some years of hap- 
pineaa ia France ; and one minute of it alie never would 
have had, being in the hands of sTudoh. 

This caftle has round it, with some exceptions as to form, 
a circle, the diameter of which ie about tea miles, of land, 
which lets on an average for seven pounds the English acre. 
It lets the higher certainly, for being in the neighbouriiooii 
of a city like EniNBuuGii ; but not much higher. Here 
is an area of seventy-five square miles ; and here oiiglit to 
be, according to the scale of the county of Suffolk, about 
thirty-two cliurciiea and thirty-two villages around them ; 
aud with the exception of Mussklburgii, there ia but one, 
or at least I could see but one ; and ia it possible that among 
ea many really learned and really clever men as these are 
at Edihbubgh, not one shnald be found to perceive the 
vast difference in this respect between this city and all the 
cities in England, and to perceive too, how much greater 
and more famous EuiNBi'li.Gii would be, if it were sur- 
rounded, as it ought to be, with market-towns and numerous 
villages ? You cannot epen your eyes, look in what direclioo 
you wilt, without perceiving, that Scotland is robbed of its 
wealth and of its character by a stupid and unnational 
nobility. And, if the reformed Parliament do its duty, it 
will do by Scotland as Hbnry t^e iSetien^/i did by England; 
and we shall very enon see villages rise up in Scotland, and 
see a stop put to the caravan bringing back to the North 
vagrants from Newcastle. 

With regard to my lecturing concerns, which are of far 
less importance than any other of the subjects of this 
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■ VoJuinc, I have to observe, in justice to my bearers, that 
^better manners never were exhibited in this world than by 
my audiences here ; and that, though 1 have seldom failed* 
to experience great cordiality and great indulgence, never;* | 
have these been exceeded at any of the numerous places 
which I have thought it my duty to offer ray opinions. Tbe# | 
four lectures were adveriised in the following words : 

" 1 . On the necessity of a great change in the manage- . 
It of the affairs of the nation ; on the numerous 
" grievances inflicted on the country by the borough monger 
■* parliaments ; and on the duty of electors to pledge can- 
'* didatea to measures which shall remove those grievanceB. ■ 
, On the nature of the pledges which electors oughts 
.nGiHt upon, before they give their votes; and, on thei 
''justice and necessity of the measures to which they would i I 
" be bound by those pledges, including amongst those mea^t I 

IS a total abolition of tithes, lay aa well as clerical, int 
" all parts ef the kingdom. I 

" 3. On the injustice of taxing the people to pay interest i 
those who are called fuodholders; and on the resources. 
' possessed by the nation, for making, from motives of in'i 
" dulgence and compassion, such provision for a part of ihs^ I 
" fundbolders as may be found necessary to preserve them* 

" 4. On the mischiefs and iniquity of paper-money ■ 
orally ; and on the necessity of putting a stop, as 
" speedily as possible, to all paper-money of every de- 

These subjects I went through at the AdelphL Theatre, 
before an audience consisting of rather better than a thou- 
sand persons. That which was wanting in me (and a 
plenty was wanting) was amply made up for by the good- 
nature, the indulgence, and the kindness of the audience. 
I had nut read the vile newspapers (for I never do), but my 
friends had ; and they, who do not know so well as 1 do the 
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effect of such publtcaiionB, were greatly alarmed leal I 
should meet with a hostile leception. I uniforinly tuld them 
not to be afraid : they were surprised at ntj coaGdence ; but 
tliey found it amply justiGed by the eveut. The truth is, 
that, in the first place, the fjcoich are a Bensible people. 
When you hai* foela ti> deal with, you do not know what 
may happen. Then, that wliich I had to utter i\'8h so true ; 
and yet, uttered in thia hold manner so new ; besides, 
there were my hundred volumes ofbooks written by my own 
hand ; there was my battle with this powerful and malig- 
nant Government fur more than a quarter of a century, 
ending with its last foul attack, and my triumphant defence, 
in the Court of King's Bench ; and here was 1, an utlet 
Etianger, five hundred miles from uiy home, to make aa 
appeal to reason and to justice : under such circumstances, 
to have doubled of a patient hearing, would have been to 
ehow very little knowledge of maakind in general, and no 
knowledge at all of the people of Scotland ; but my recep- 
tion very fer esoeeded my hopes. Every man that I 
hare met with at Edinburoii has been a& kind to me as 
if he were my brother. Young men are always more 
zealous than those of an advanced ago ; and the conduct of 
the young men of EoiNBuncn towards me has been such 
as it is impoEsible for me adequately to describe. 

It was desirable that I should give one leeiuro at a place, 
and upon terms that would enable the working people to- 
attend, without hinderance to tlieir occupations and without 
a tax upon their purse. For this purpose, a very large room 
was engaged last nigiit, where I attended, and where I 
harangued for the better part of two hours ; and I wieli the 
Lord Advocate had been well enough to have been present ; 
for then he might have had a foretaste of that which is U) 
come. Upon this occasion an Addr£ss was presented to< 
me, to which, after the manner of " other great men," I 
had prepared a written answer, contrary to uiy usual prac- 
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tice ; but which I thought proper to do upon this occasion, in 
order to show thst I deemed this a matter of very great im- 
portance,, as l^- redly did deem it. With the insertion of 
this address, preceded by the verjf^neat speech of Miu. Dinr, 
followed by the names which were^^ attached toit.at a very- 
short notice, and those names followed' by my. anfrwer,«L 
shall now- conclude this long, and I am afiaid the reader 
will think it wearisome, account of my entrance iutot 
Scotland.. 

Mr. B« F. DuN^ teacher, in presenting the. Address^ saidv.. 

^ Sify— I am. deputed by a respectable body, of my fellow<»- 
*^ cidzeos to present yoa witha congpratulatory address, on^ 
** your visit ta this city. We have long observed your 
^^ strenuouSyindefatigable^ and disinterested exertions in the» 
** cause o£ Reform ;, and glad are we that these exertions 
<< have not been made in- vain. A march in human a&irs* 
*^ haa c<ttuneooed). andr altfaougii^. you. have been, hithecto* 
*' seven- yearn in adi^aoce,. we. tirust that now you and allr 
** genuine Reformeie- will match . handrin«>hand till, there bor 
**: obtained m radical lefonn, and an. utter extinction of. alL 
** monOpolisSy oorrnptions^ and abuses. We are proud, ta 
<< avow,, StTi- that we<»wa what^er political information we, 
** do possess^ to your wtitiBgSr>aod.we are satisfied that im 
** addnssin^^ yoa we. axe only^ expressing the sentiments o£ 
** thousands of the inhabitants of thia city. It is.gratifying, 
** to be able to state that no sooner had the humble individual 
** who haa^now the honour to: wait upon y/du drawn up this 
** address^ and scarcely was the ink. dry ^ than the names o£ 
** many of our respectable fellow-citizens were attached to it.. 
** With your permisuon I. shall now read itr'* 
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To WILLIAM COtSETT, Esq. 

Eriiubiirgk, U. October, 1832. 

Sir, — We, the undersigned, reapeclfully take leave to 
express the gratificatina afforded us by your arrival in the 
metropolis of Scotland. 

Unknown to you even by name, with no other excuse for 
the liberty which we have taken than the admiration and 
respect which ilie worth of your character and the splendour 
of your talents generally excite, we have come forward thus 
publicly to bear testimony to yonr unremitting, and we 
rejoice to say, successful efforts in Ike cause of Reform. 

In you we do not so much behold William Cosbett, 
the ablest of writers, the most coneuinmale politician, as the 
fearless, the uncompromising advocate of the rights of the 
people. Fully convinced that your writings have been the 
means of exposing that system of misrule by which the many 
have been so long plundered for the gain of the few, and by 
which the usurpation of a grasping aristocracy has been 
perpetuated, wo earnestly hope that you may be preserved 
to us for many years, and that your health may remain 
unimpaired, so that yim shall have the happiness of witness- 
ing, as well as procuring those objects dearest to all disin- 
terested and patriotic men, — the blessings of cheap govern- 
■ment, cheap law, cheap religion, cheap bread, and a good 
day's payment for a good day's work. 

You, Sir, to whom the political world owes so much, need 
scarcely be informed that there are many of the inhabitants 
of this city who will always rejoice in your success. Should 
you, as we confidently anticipate, be one of the memben in 
the people's reformed House of Parliament, we have no 
doubt that your voice will ever he raised in the cause 
of the working classes — that you will be the unflinching 
supporter of civil and religious liberty — and that no exer- 
tions shall be wanting on your part to root out every species 
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of corruption and abuse from whatever source it may ema- 
nate^ and whoever may be its supporters. That patriotism 
which has led you to advocate out of Parliament those 
healing measures which we fondly expect to be the mighty 
realities of what is termed the Reform Bill, will, we are con- 
fident, incite y«u in Parliament, with your usual ability, and 
by arguments completely irrefragable, to render reform NOT 
A DEAD LETTER, but a measure of practical utility to 
the country at large. *■ 

In this city where the newspaper press has enlisted itself 
under the banners of one or other of the two parties who 
have alternately assumed the reins of Government, it is 
most gratifying to us to be able to state that you, who it ia 
well known will allow no compromise, no party considera- 
tions, to influence your opinions, have numerous and daily 
increasing friends. 

That their esteem and regard may long continue, is the 
sincere wish of 

Sir, 
Your most obedient servants,' 



B. F. Dnn, teacher 
Johu Chad wick 
James Affleck 
James Pentlaud 
John Stewart 
Wflliam Biaikie 
John Prentice 
AVilliam Aitkin 
James Muir 
Robert Affleck 
John Jackson 
William Niyen 
Thomas Jovine 
John Reid, M.D 



WilUam Marshall 
George Adair 
John Young 
John Todd 
Alexander Warnock 
James Prentice 
James Burns 
Lawrence Moncrieff 
David 'l^dd 
Patrick Lawrie 
James Bremner 
J. Poole 

Francis Oliphant 
Dand Taylor 



W. Wallace Cleghoni William Pen 
John Craifir James Paterson 



Allan M<Kay 
Alexander Little 
James Nish 
Marshall Cree 
Johu Mitchell 
Colin Munroe 
James Wilson 
D.Leitch 



James Sutherland 
John Robertson 
Donald Henderson 
William Guun, sen. 
John Hutchison 
Alexander Campbell 
Adam Poison, sen, 
Adam Poison^ Jan. 



John M<Kay 
James Cambbell 
Alexander Sinclair 
George Goldie 
John Waugh 
Charles Young 
John O'Donnell 
John M'Aulty 
Hugh Robertson 
John Gibson 
Robert Cree 
James Brodie 
John Marshall 
Robert Mitchell 
George Jackson 
William Boyce 
James Linen 
John Wauffh 
John Micklejoha 
Alex. Niny, surgeon 
Francis Oliphant 
Alex. Branuerman 
Cosmo Webster 
Stephen Peers 
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Alexander Reld, M.D 


Robert Wright, Ca 
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James Mills 
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William Snn 
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George Gray 


William Moir 
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Robert Lyons 
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William Yo«ng 
Patrick Mnir 




Ninian Dickson, New- 


Steele Stortie 
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John Bailie 
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W. Whitebenl 
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Bobert NiBbet,St.Loo- 






HD?h Garden 


uai'd-sEreel 




JaniesPL'rgaBOii,High- 


Junies Allan 


G. Haini, Causewar- 


1 
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John KerryCanseway- 

side 
James Walson, Csiise- 

way-»ide 
R.Gibfo, Rtchmofld^t. 
J.Coro ^Caase way-side 
W. Little, Ho|ie*park 
J.Cutiibensoq^Oaiuw* 

way-skle 
Archibald Iag]is 
William Turnery Anti- 

gua-street 
Thomas Watson, 10, 

Buccieaxfa-street 
David M'fntosb, Zi, 

CoUege-vvyod 
W. Fotberiiigiiamy 55^ 

Cause vmy 
W. Henderson, CSanie- 

way-side 
W. Swan, 14, Clerk-^t. 
W. Bocbaiiati, Cause- 

way-stde 
B. Buchanan, Canse- 

way-iside 
Thomas Goldie, Alibcy 

hill 
John Masket, 3, Did- 

ryiBple*ptaoe 
James Tliomseu, Gil- 

fond-nark 
Alezanaer Vatcb, Ca- 
non sate 
William Boiiand, St. 

John-street 
William Rankeoi St. 

John's-biil 
Watten Wright, High- 
street 
Tliomas Knoz>26,fil- 

der-street 
George Adani, No. 6^ 

George-street 
Robeit Stewart, 28, 

Holy-street, Sonth 

back of Canbngate 
James Palmer, James- 

street 
John Hawks/l/Cal- 

tou-hill 
Alexander M'Doaaid, 

17, Cowgate 
R. M'Doeald, 160, 

Cowgate 
Andrew Scott 
Alexander Bhdid 
John M*Pfa«N«n 



John Tlghe 
David Henderson 
Peter Doufflas 
Peter M alien 
James Graham 
Robert Yonng 
James Blair 
John MiUer 
John. Brash 
Robert Meek 
Martin Clack 
ArchibaM Sbellee 
Andrew Aitken 
William Napier 
W. B. HiUiard 
Charles Johnson 
James Milne 
Walter Wright 
John Mathisou 
James Greig 
John Brown 
William Mitchell 
John Keasen 
Geo. Bruce Anderson 
Mores Nog 
Alexander Stevenson 
Francis Stevenson 
Charles Ferrier 
John £adie 
George Gilbillen 
John A. Thorn 
George Johnson 
James SommerviUe 
James Gnnn 
Robert hines 
Andrew M*DonaId 
David Penton 
John Gardiner 
WilUam. Bremner 
William Mackay 
James Shearer 
K. W. Satfaeiland 
W. N. Marn^y 
George Pratt 
Charles Bui't 
George Ferrier 
James Line 
John Innes 
William Gerard 
David M<GU>slian 
W. M*Carter 
W. Scroggie 
R. Griffin 
James Boyle 
John O'Buine 
Michael Queen 
John Meddpay 



Robert Storie 
James Boilan 
Philip BoUan 
Luke Welsh 
Andrew Quia 
Patrick Quin 
James Duncan 
James M'Langhlan 
Roderick M 'Donald 
James'M'Gaughie 
James Douglas 
Peter Queu 
David M'CoU 
John Ferasen 
Ritchie Laurie 
John Walb 
James Boyn 
George Mackay 
David Duncan 
Charles Sheriff 
William Aitken 
James Muir 
James Baird 
A. Gun, 59, Castle-st. 
John Campbell 
A. Williamson 
Edward M<Krink 
Richard M^Leay 
Lewis Goodlet 
John Whyte 
Robert Cockbnm 
James. Nasmyth 
W. DouU 

Alexander Nasmyth 
Alexander Donll 
George Nasmyth 
Edward Bowley 
William Guthne 
William Henderaon 
John Young 
Alexander Robertson 
Alexander Austin 
James Arnott 
A. Roualdson 
Alexander Liddle 
William Ross 
William Gibson 
William Reid 
Andrew Laurie 
D. Andersop, Cauae^ 

way-side 
Peter Bamet 
George firyce 
Thomas Scott 
A. Larry- 
William Lyon 
James- Conni ogham' 
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Tooa. ^^ 


Jimes TTiom 


J sines Risliop 


John UwHe 


AUsnnder Sic wart 


a>ar!os Fife 


J. Machay Fraser 


John Uiirie 


Diiriri Leifer 


John Kemp 


W. DBvidBon 


John Baillie 


Wiiliam Cohbet 


D. Rubevoo 


David Beiiiiet 


Edmond Spence 


W-Templeton 


Robert Scott 


Robert Stewart, sen. 


George Wblle 


AlesaMd.T PrinslE 


Jolm Etlward Tail 


WiaterFra»« 


William Fiddea 


John Fowler 


DuucHii FiTKuaan 


Ilobtrt Palersou 


Daniel Cumminn 


AJexaodpr Miller 


W. Brown 


John Phelba 


Audrew CurlU 


Daiid Walker 


William Thomas 


Archibald Ferguson 


Alexander Mitchell 


John Grant 


Jolm M'Neit 


Jumes Wilson 


Thomas RusseU 


George Ormilon 


Williaii. Barras 


James Cribbea 


A. Ha)l 


James Coroalk 


Richard Monro 


John Gay 


John Right 


Alexander Smilb 


Jamea Conder 


Daiid Stewart 


R. Simpson 


David Millar 


Daniel Doig 


Robert ^« 


Thomas WJiUon 


Jamra Wright 


Andrew Lawrie 


JamcB BrenneD 


RobiTl Milue 


David While 


Jaides £lUe 


William Smith 


Georoe Munro 


James Gairduer 


John Rouaidion 


WilllHin Oliphant 


John M'Canieii 


Richard Stewart 


Thoni3<Thooi|i9uii 




■niomasVeraou 


Peler 'niODipioa 


John Hope 
George Jhopson 


James Melrcae 


Isaac Key 


James Sinclair 


John Ritchie 


Alex.Jiionsoa 


George Wilson 
Davia Wilson 


Robert Hanlie 


William Goldie 


John Howdon 


Fi'aiicis Gilchrist 


William ThomsoD 


Gt^J^S'lnt^h 


Peter Dougherty 


Bojden Scott 


Jasper Biocke 


GeorKC Simpson 


^'Jioinai Baptle 


John Alexander 


Adam Clauuerton 


»;'Er 


John Byas 


William Hamilton 


D. M'Donald 


John Voin 


John Sabnoad 


James Crombie 


William Sinrk 


Charles Baillie 


Peter Shcrrj 


Samuel M'Phersoa 


John Locliie 


George Douglasi 


George Kippie 
Richard irfellisU 


JohU WfllEDU 


James BelcarvCT 


JohnM'rDiyno 


Jamet SutberUnd 


Charles Calhe 




David Flelt 


Archibald Laurie 


Walter Snowdea 


WilUam Bowswald 


Jamts Laurie 


William RobcriBoii 


William M'Kay 


Alexander Bum 


John Bishop 


John Sim, Qreenside 


Dacid Kerr 


Jamea Haiwell 


P. Watson, Greenside 


James Boberlson 


Thomas Moriiion 




William Lander 




side 


Hogh M'Kay 




W. Wataon, Cslton 


James Dlmal 


Rabect Allan 


Peter Smitb, Gallon 


Franeif Duff 


R. M'Gwen 


John Stewart 


W, Wilwn 


Joseph Nixon 


John Watt 


John Wilson 


James Chisholm ' 


William Sirachan 


John Mason 




R. 'liirnbuU 


John Line 


J. Hnrdie and Son 


George Wilson 


John We&iou 


Geaivt Hardle 


James Alston 


Donald M'Kay 


Jana Williamson 


A. wmiamson 


J. Stabs 


JohU Barbour 


Robert Young 


Robert Ooraj 


OreTlUe Kruer 


A. RasseU 


John Dow 



■Pi 


SDIK13DB6H. 


■Vl 


grorgt B. Ken nerd 


Peter Vale 


Duncan M'Kay, 25, 




James Duuglaa 


Bichmond-plaee 


»U WiLn 


W. M'ltae, High-»t. 


James M'Crae, High- 


.hii Morris 


James Bracks 




^lu MnrrU 


Peter Sim 


JohuM'Gregor,Rich- 


<ldrtPt Tlionipion 


William Bums 


moiid-sircei 




John Barui 


V/m. Byfield. lUeh- 


Walker, B, Gibb'a 


Wililam Scoon 


rooud-slreet 


I>.^M'7Mcl,wrirer 


Alexander Tod 


J. Walla, 41, Aitliur- 






Shu M'Gillivniy, 


William Slilrriff 


John Horrburg, 12„ 


.Leren-strecl 


James Patersoii 


North Klcbmond-at. 




Patrick Carolau 


W.Brovru,S3,Ca.lU- 


RhuReea 


Joseph M'LauKhlan 
D.Baiiie, lOS.Cowgate 




nhil Dixan 


T. Steat, Grange-place 


^ Watts 


Thomas Itobertfoii 


W. ilorlimer. Cause- 


'Minor, CanoDgale 


John Murray 




Jaiues Qrant 


way-side 


'. Stewart, Carlton 


William Bermet, 61, 


Jamea Lcslee, Cron- 


ilose-street 




Ewe 11 Cameron, I8G, 


Jobu Yuuug, Csuse- 


nuiam Qregorey 


KosB-alreei 


woy-iids 
JaE.Metfdl, 1, Cross- 




Will. Crichton. Rieh- 


ol>» itl»ck 


R. M'Rain,C»nonBale 


J. Scott, d'offord-narli 
W,S.M'Kay, U.Dun- 


Williiini Wliile 


J. Jones, Hanoter-al. 


Alexander Walter, B. 


ArcliiUaid Cross 


Gibb's-eotry 




J. Bower 


W. M'Wilkie, Stock- 


Jami's Chariwick, 10, 


^niomu BroedD 


bridge 


Burelengh-stre^t 


John Milke 


Wimam Walaee, Ca- 


G. G, M'liiiosh, 7, 


Willliini Tfltt 


nongate 


Rielimond-lane 


Boberi Watt 




Rnb<-'rl Mareii 


JdIiIi Jolmstoa 


Caiiontutiu 


Georie Pratt 
Jnliii Ferfuaon 
William Smilh 


Tim ID as Dai 


Samiielltich.Buldre 


Thonias Wethman 


Malcolm MMiitosli, 


JlueaAilcbiwD 


fil, Glass market 


John Harriage 


Jamn Gloey, Bed- 


Thomas Carlon, IIS, 


Alexauder Dunn 


furri-atreel 


CowKBte 


Peter Rami ay 


8. Scult, High-street 


John Wisliarte, 25, 


J. Webster, West-Pott ', 


Peter Speiice 


Cowgate 
John Cyoii, 2, Salis- 


James tjlater \ 


Robert ChisholiD 




John RlsdoU 


hary-street 
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COBBETT'S ANSWER. j 


W Gentlemen,— I tliank you very sincerely for thU mark of \ 


your esteem, which, though some peraons may be Burprised 


at my receiving i 


, i3 by no means m 


liter of surprise with 


me, The nation 


in general would naturally suppose, that 




■^duce some effect upon your mind 


prejudicial ta me: 1 
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your conduct upon this occaBion will convince tlie nhole 
ftiuntry, tliat my judgment was correct, wheo I despised 
ihe clforlB of thme vehicles of slander, and relied upon your 
penetration and your justice. 

To make (he grasping part of the aristocrscy TeomI from 
its uBurpatione, and loosen its groep, has long been a prin- 
oigial ubjtict of my labours; and never will 1 desist frnnn the 
^nrsuit until ihe working man, in whatever calling of life, 
shall have his full share of Ibe frahs of the earth and of hk 
own labour. 

Gentlemen, it was the labourore of the South who c 
■pelled the Ministers to bring in the Reform Bill ; it 
^rtncijially the great towns that compelled them to Parry it 
to the last stage ; and it was again those great towns thU 
produced the final result. The woik has been the 
irom the beginning to the end ; and, for the Reform Bill 
not to he "a dead letter," the people must still carry on 
the work ; first, by choosing proper members where they 
can ; and, above all things, by coming to the support of 
those members who shall be found fible and ready to stip- 
port their i;ause In the houee. 

I do not say, Gentlemen, that I receive an address a 
Edinburgh with a greater degree of pleaaove than I should 
reeaive one at any other place ; but I receive this address 
with very singular pleasure, because it gives a con trad ictioa, 
in terms the most striking, to the assertion of that infaraaus 
press which has pursued me with its viperous tongue, from 
the banks of the Thames to the banks of the Firth of Forth. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, you are entitled to my particular 
thanks; in rendering you which, I shall be joined by every 
true friend of our country, from the Isle of Wight to the 
north of the Highlands of Scotland. 



MUugoWf 19. OUf^beTf^ 1 832. 

On^ondtty:iiDonii]g,-t)ie>lk5llri6f Oct^Jur^ I wint in u 

MwffrUgej^iitrnMhed bytmy kiad fiiends at EoiNBUtRGH, 

tfwho ■facoooQpaniftd me via U^^to a-f^ace called Qusem's- 

.JKb^ry,- where you 4ffois4he Firt^h of Forth^ to go oTer 

Oo^a little place, called North Fsrry, whence I went ia«i 

f^post^chaM to the ancient town of DinrFaRHLiNE, But b<9- 

ftat^ I piQoeeditagive a further account ofmy progress, I must 

'-obeerne^n-aometlung that Lleft behind me at £dinburg9^ 

JMUBielyy the-Cn/M^onion. i9fisrctfry Jiewspaper, promulgating, 

.in.^oae of its columns of i&e 15. of October, Mr. Du^n/s 

eaddresBto.JBe at the )Ka/er/oQ i^oom, the address itself, 

(Rnd .my .anewer to that address ; and 4n addition to this, 

.the editor's statement, '* that the laige Wa4erIoo Room was 

^'cfsaia^lcd /Oitfx^Ms long ba^QDre. the hour appointed; that, 

•'^ on his iOBtrance, .Mr. Gobbett was greeted with repeated 

'^ rotuMls qf applause; and that, at the conclusion of the 

*^JeotuEe,./AaaAf were g^en him in the shape of thr&e 

*^ ;general ioheers ; ;and that he was agum cheered when bo 

'' diojve off from thodoor of the hotel.'' 

. In another cohunnof the same paper is the following, 

which tho' Caie<i<WMU» gentleman had the justice, the good 

taste, and the sound judgment to extract and insert from 

tfaat rumble-tumble of filth 4uid of beastly ignorance., called 

.the G/o6« newspaper :-^ 

'^ CoBBBTT.-<-Cobbett, who has by this time, we sup- 
*< pose, commenced his lectures at Edinburgh, has been 
*^ (doubileMs) receiving a» overflow of that sort qf tribute 
^* to affhiah kie frequent scurrilous abuse of Scotland and 
** ScottmMn has so naturally advanced a claim. The 
^ Caledonian Mercury, received to-day, contains an 
^^ elaborate article , in which the almost inconceivable con- 
'^ tradictions and inconsistencies of the oracle of the Regis* 
** ier aro duly set forth. In ;a general way, this, of course^ 

G 2 
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" conveys nothing but that which ail the world knew before ; 
" bill SB a refreaher for the mndern Athenians, preparatory 
•• to the opening of a lecture, it is aforraidable affair." 

Thus we have a Bpeclmen of the expectations of this 
beastly crew of hirelings. Here was this stupid oaf, who la 
scribbling in a dirty newspaper in London, while the army- 
list represents him as a brevet-colonel on fiill pay doing 
duly at Chatham barracks, and while we are taxed to the 
tune of five hundred a year, to pay him for his Cbatiiau 
KTvices : here was he, cherishiog in his beastly mind the 
thought ihat I should be hissed and hooted out of Ediv- 
BL-R.G1I ; or, as another newspaper of that city had advised, 
flung into the deepest and dirtiest ditcb that could be 
found : and this thought we Gee coming into his brutal 
head, in conaeqnence of " an claborale article," which had 
been put forth by this very identical Caledonian Mercury J 
But, though thid might not much surprise one, coming from 
a blundering skull, tlie produce of potatoes, and filled with 
blubber instead of brains, it really is matter of surpriae, 
tiiat the editor of ihe Caledonian Mercui'i/, a name at oace 
descriptive of a sensible people, and of uncommon science 
and literary acumen ; it is really matter of astonishment to 
see these two things put forth in a paper under such a title, 
-and in one and the same number. 

Enough of these envious, malignant, mercenary, mean, 
and cowardly wretches ; but not enough, and never enough, 
- of the people of EnisuttRGH, of all classes, with regard to 
their conduct towards mc ; and, self- gratification aside, 
-^his is a matter of very great importance, in a public point 
of view; because, somehow or another, no matter how it 
has happened, but, somehow or another, my name has 
become identified with certain great measures, involvings 
total change in the manner of conducting the aftairs of this 
Ictogdom. No matter bow it has happened ; but it t> jo. 
ffaerefore, Lord Grey, if be be not blinded by the get who 
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^tuTound him, muet, in this ooe fact, see quite enough to 

jfaduce him to believe that it is utterly ioiposBible that the 

Government should proceed at all, if it attempt to get aloag 

tFJthout making Bomethiog like that sort af change for whicli 

HO long been contending. I beseech him to think of 

alter seriously; and not to imagine that this unequivo- 

Cal popularity of mine is a thing confined to tlie breaata of 

the working people. It was not of these that the audiences 

tt the theatre of EDiKBt'HGH were composed. It was not 

Hdth these (hat I wag invited to dine iu that city of science 

,af all sorts. The popularity did tiol, aud could not, arise 

£tDin any cause other than that which 1 have stated, I 

knew not one single soul in that city ; my notification in the 

Seffister ihat I intended to go to EDtKBuucii, brought ran 

H letter from Messrs, Ciisdwick and Ireland, mer- 

cjiants, whom I had neither ever seen or heard of before in 

mj life. The price of entrance at the theatre was, on 

account of the high charade made for the use of it, a great 

deal higher than 1 could have wished, and necessarily 

excluded working men ; and yet that theatre was crammed 

iidl from tlie beginning to the end. There was nothing in 

Ljoy 'ffritings; nothing in my character, except that it had 

■ been viliSed more than that of any other man that ever 

I Jived; nothing in my station in life; do possibility of my 

L ever being able to make a return for any favours received. 

t Therefore, my reception and my treatment are to be 

■iKcribed solely to the favour with which my political prln- 

Lciplea and my well-known endeavours and intentions are 

I'Tiewed. Perhaps Lord Gkey does not think it wortit his 

I while to read my Register -, if so, that is his fault and not 

I «iine: if he do, let him ponder well upon what 1 have now 

I vid, before he listen to the advice of those who would make 

Lliim believe that he can get on with a reformed parliament 

Lwit/iout making any great change. 

I Jq returning;, now, to my most delightful tour; upov 
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leaving Eoinbuiigii, aloag ilie very fioesl tarDptk«-road 
that 1 ever saw, the cauEe-WRys on the sides of wliich are 
edged ivith uhite stone, and the gatterB paved as tiicely as- 
those of a street; in leaving; Edinburgh wecftme close' 
hj the castle, which I had not Rcen at eo ttinrt a distaace- 
before, and up into which I would not go, seeing that there 
were soldiers there; for merely speaking to any one of' 
whom (he choosing to swear that I had endeavoured to 
seduce him to desert, or quit his post) Imighf have beett 
handed by the neck till I was dead, according to a law, 
originally drawn up by Scott El don, passed for the life ofr 
the " good old king," revived again (on the motion ofScOTT 
£ltio}i) when his worthy eldest son came to the throne, 
and no7v kepi in Jiill force by the liberty-loving Whigs ! 

This castle, like the Christian chorcli, is built upon ft: 
rock, which rock ia very lofty, and almost parpeudtcular;' 
ae that it is a most interesting and magnificent speo« 
lade, especially if you arc on any eniiii«Dce at a littloi 
distance from the city ; infinitely grander and more inte- 
resting than St. Paul's from Battersea Rise, L 
remember nothing of the sort equal to it, except the view 
of Lincoln cathedral. As you come out of the eiiy,' 
you see tlie very pfetly and coovemenC pott of fjEiTH, 
dx>ut a mile and a half away to tbe right; the Firth: 
of Forth is before you; the beautiful county of- Fife 
on the other side of that; and the Highlands rising 
lip in the distant view. Just at coming into the' 
country, losing sight of the water, you get in4o Ihe- 
estate of Lord Roseberrv, which is one of the finest 
estates of Scotland- It has everything; fine fields, fia© 
pastures, fine woods, immense tracks of beautiful turnips, 
stack-yards with a hundred stacks in each; all, lioweviv,- 
rendered mournful to me by the sight of the tbiaslriB^na- 
chine and of the beggarly barrack, in .which are dfloraedttt 
H*e oncost*, btirley, peas, and potatees, Ihess wlthont whese 
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labour all Ibis land would be wort bleu, having neitber woodm 
nor stacks, tioi turnips, not lieida oi cattlsi nin tli}ck8..(iA I 
«heep. 

After just Geeiog the top o£ Lord Rosebehry's IiomtA-fl 
whicli lies down pretty nearly to ib« Firtb, in a &ue gl>d% | 
between tn-o luAy wooda. ive came to (be QuEEN's-FEiiasi^J 
took leave of our friends, and sailed across the FiitTti, }' 
s large boat, wbicli toiik us over iu about ten miDutwi|| 
Heeiug the montb of tbe Fittb away to nur. right, 
seeiug fuur large tnen-oj'-iaar lying in ordiuary abuut I 
mile up ti> otic left. In that directiun, too, we saw ilio gras^ J 
mansion of Lord HorETOUN, in a very beautiful situatioap 1 
ivell- tvoodeil park, forming part of bis immense estate^ I 
b is, lluey say, another of the finest in Scotland. These \ 
^escriptiuDS do not Accord with my former ideas of ScoIhI I 
bod, though I knew that there were some very fine laudcl 
places iu thia country ; but it is my busineBi truly.toi 
ibe that tvliidi I'hare seen, paying no regard whaterafi 
30 what I formerly thought upon the subject. 

Sruoi tl»Non.Tu Fbbkv to Dunfeiimuse, thscoun- 
Uy, which belongs, I am told, chiefly to frijrd IWokay, aali 
Aofi farther on to Ijord Eloik, and is la the county oii 
Iftri:, is iiearly level; the, land nit Eoguodaa that in BdStt 
MiD-LoTUi«N, but still very good ; the farms large am 
;]wlo[ei the lurnip-iields prodigioue; and uniformly gi)od> 
bayond description ; tlus being the country for iurnipa.> 
ause the FLV never destroya. ibent aa it does in Eng- 
(I ; which, when (hey hear it, iviU luake l^ngli^h i'uineiH 
^ase to wonder that tlie crops are so utuformly good. 

UNFEftMLiNE, whicl) is naw a place for the mani^^ 
ftetoty of table-cloUw and table-covers, contains abimt- 
kelre or fourteen thousand iniiabitants, and is, hke alt other 
lanufacturiog , places, mure abundant in small and mean. 
IHise« than in booses of a diflercnt deacTiptioii. It isv 
navcrtheless, a good solid toivn, and is tci return one member; 
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to Parliament, whii is, they say, quite worthy of its secsible 
and spirited inhabitants, agi>ud portion of whom, in spite of a 
d^eadlul alarm about the cholera murbue, attended Id a chapel, 
from the pulpit of which I harangued them on the necessity 
of driving out at the door, or tossing out of the ivindow, any 
candidate, who, offering himself as their representative, 
Ebotild have the audacity to tell them, that it was beneath 
him to pledge himself to do that which they wanted him to 
do for them. After the harangue, 1 spent a must pleasa&t 
evening (which I made too long) amongst these intelligent 
and zealous men of Duntekmlike, and promised to send 
them a small collection of my books for the use of their 
Political Union ; which I shall do as soon as I get home. 

This town is celebrated for the abbey tiiat formerly waa 
here, and has been the burial-place of several of the Scottisli 
Icings, particularly of the renowned Robert Brl'Ce, whose 
toBib is just opposite the pulpit in the church, and whose 
names are written, or rather the letters of them are Rxed 
up, round the spire of this church. 

From Ddnfermline, I had engaged to go to Fal- 
kirk, which, together with other places, is now to send 
one member to Parliament. We left Dunfermline 
about noon on Tuesday, the 16, of October, had to go 
fourieeo miles to Kincardine, a little town on that side 
of the FiRTii of FoUTii, and then to cross the ferry to go 
to Falkirk, at a distance of six miles from the ferry. 
The land, upon leaving Dunfermline, appears to be as 
fine 3i& any can be in the world ; the pastures very line, 
and also the trees ; the people are within the reach of Gsh ; 
and there is wanted nothing, apparently, that God himself 
could have given to man except fuel j and that is here given 
in coala, which may be dug out of every field, and which 
are so cheap as to be hardly worthy of being accounted a 
part of the expense of a family. Yet, in the midst of all 
this, how fares the man who labours on the land ? What 



^&Te of iu produce does he enjoy ? ThcGe questions ntust 
live their answer in another address to the chopsticks of 
South. 

COBBETT'S ADVICE 

(2nd ADDtmss) 

TO THE CHOPSTICK S 

OF 

£enl, Sussex, Svrret/, Hampshire, WillshiTe, Dorsetshii-e, 
, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Norfolk, 
^Sujblk, Essex ; and of all the other Counties in the 
~ South of England. 

^ Glasgmo, 19. October, 1832, 

Hy Friends, 

In my former address I described to you how the Tnarried' 
J&bourers of Scotland were treated, in what places they 
lyred, and what they lived upon: I am now going ii> de- 
■cribe to you how the single men live ; 1 mean the farming; 
:n, who are what the lan^ calls servants in husbandry. 
I mentioned to you before, that these men are lodged, a 
parcel of them together, in a sort of shed, aod that they aro 
r Buffered to eat or drink, or even set their foot in the 
'&rm-hoiise any more than Ihe oxen or the pigs ace ; but I 
&id not then examined the matter with my own eyes and 
ears, which I now have done ; and I shall, therefore, now 
trire you an account of the whole thing, and shall give you 
By advice Iiow to act so as to jitevent yourselves or your 
children from ever being brought into the same state. 

On Tuesday last, the t6ih of this mouth, I went to the 
&aiof a Farmer Re id, near the town of Dunierjiline. 
TTie land is as fine as man ever eel his eyes on, having on it 
■ome of ihe finest turnips that you ever saw ; and thero 
! in the stack-yard about three-score stacks, perhaps, 
Wch containing from fifteen to twenty (juarlers of corn ; fine 
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cnenand hogs in ihe yard, and Hue cows and ebteep' in'(he- 
p&Btnres. 1 told you before, that the «ing-le mea lired'tn a 
wrt of slied, which is here called a " 6oo(Ate [""andth© 
farmer upnn this farm living near a town, and being said to 
use his people rathat better tltian tbecomiBon run, I wiehed 
to see nith my own ey«B th&" booiLie\" upon this farm and 
the men in it. 

The cuBtom here is for men to plough wifli a pair of 
liarees ; to go out at dajlight ; cone in at twelve o'clock, 
and stay in till two ; then go out agaia and plough till 
night ; and t have seen maoy of Ibem at plough UU sun- 
eet. CoKK of Norfolk brought this practice frum Scotland 
to Norfolk; and it has spread over a good part of England. 
It ia a very had practice, though I adopted it for some time, 
and, 1 found it nn advantage to me, while it was a great 
slavery both to the horees and the men. 

I went to the "boothie" between twelve and one o'clor.k, 
ID order that I mtghl find the men at home, and see what 
they had for their dinner. 1 fuund ihc " boothie '' to be a, 
iilied, with a fire-place in it to burn coals in, with one dooi^ 
way, and one little window. Tlie floor waa tlie ground. 
There were three wooden bedsteads, nailed together like the 
births in a barrack-room, with boards for the bottom of Ihem,. 
The bedding Eecmed to he very coarse sheeting with coarse 
woollen things at the top ; and all seemed to he such as. 
Bimilar things must he where there is nobody but men to 
look after them. There were six men, all at home ; one 
Bitting upon a stool, four upon the sides of the births, and 
one standing talking to me. Though it was Monday, their 
beards, especially of two of them, appeared to be somcf days. 
*tld. There were ten or twelve bushels of coals lying id a 
lieap in one corner of the place, which was, as nearly as T 
could guess, about sixteen or eighteen feet square. There 



waa tio back-door to the place, and ■ 






There were 



aome loose potatoes lying under one of the births. 
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Nowy /gcthiOL wage9 o£, theise meiu la the '^st pj^pe th?. 
ayerago^ \i:ag^8 of thi^e sipgla :f)xiDiDg; xa^a ar^ about. te^ 
]]puii(l« a year, or not.quLter.fouc.shUUqg^ a.week^. Then,., 
thjey are fuuLod.pravisioas ia the following ogianaer : each ha^ 
aUawed him tn!o piE)cks.of coarfieoatineal a. week, and tbfc^. 
*\choppins" of DMlk.a <ia)ry.and.aj' choppin* is, I believe,, 
equal to aarEogU&h qiuurt. They^ have to ime this.meiE^l,, 
ivhich weigtis about s^vesnteea ppunds^.ejither. by. mixing it 
i^th cokl watejr or with hot;. they, pjut some of it into a, 
bo.wl, pour, some boiling water- uppo^it^ , then stir it about and. 
e^t it; and they call this.BROSG; and yoitwilLbe sure to 
remember that name* Whea.they use milk with the meal, 
they. use it in. the same way, that, they do the water. I saw 
some, of the. hroses mixed \vp ready to eat ; a^d this is by no 
means bad. stuffy only there oug;ht to b^ half- a- pound of 
good meat to eat along^ with it* The Americans make, 
'^brose'' of the corQriAeal;,but, then, they, make their brose 
'widi.milk..iasteaAi ot water, and they, send it down their 
throaty in company, with buttered beef-steaks. And if here 
\vas.some bacon ^ along wi(h. the brose^.I should think the 
bcofi^ very proper ; beca^use, in this country, oats are more 
easily grown in some parts than the wheat is. These men 
xvere.not troubled with. cooking, uteAsils. They, had a large 
iron saucepan and five or six.brose-bowls;, and. are nei'er 
troubled. with those clattering things,. knives, forks, plates, 
viaegar-cruets,. salt-cellars, pepper-boxes^ mustard-pots, 
table-cloths, or tables, 

Nowj.lshall not attempt any 'general description of this 
treatment of. those who make all the crops to come ; but I 
advise ypu to look, well at itj, and I recommend to you to 
do. everything within your power that it is lawful for you to 
do, in order to show your hatred of, and to catae to suffer, 
any.-one that shall attempt to reduce you to this state. The . 
m»Ml and the nulk are not. worth more than eighteen-pence 
a week; the shed. ii worth nothing; /and here are these 
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men, who work for eo many hours id a day, nho are eo 
l&boriouE, so obedient, so civil, so honest, and amoDgst the 
beat people in the world, receiving for a whole week less 
than ao American labourer receives for one day's work not 
half BO hard as the woik of these men. This shed is stuck 
up generally away from the farm-yard, whicli is surrounded 
with good buildings, iu which the cattle are lodged quite as 
well as these men, and in which young pigs are fed a great 
deal better. There were three sacks of meal standing] in 
this shed. Just as you see them standing in our farm- 
houses filled with barley-meal for the feeding of pigs. The 
farm-house, standing on one side of the yard, is always a 
sort of gentleman's house, in which there are several maids 
to wut upon the gentleman and lady, and a boy to wait 
upon them too. There is, generally, a BAILIFF upon 
these farms, who is very often a relation of the farmer ; and, 
if he be a single man, he has either a small " bootkie" to 
himself, or a place boarded off in a larger " hoothie ;" and he 
is a sort of a sergeant or corporal over the common men, who 
are continually under his eye day and night ; and who beings 
firmly bound for the year, cannot quit their service till the 
year be out. 

It is from this source that the " ayricultural gentlemen,"' 
as they call themselves, in England, have been supplied with 
Scotch Bailiffs, who are so justly detested by you. The 
Scotch land-owners, who suck up and carry away almost 
the whole produce of the earth, have told the English land- 
owners how they manage the matter here. The English 
fellows find that they can get nobody in England to treat 
men in such a way, and, therefore, they bring them up from- 
Scotland, and they pick out the hardest and most cruel 
fellows that they can lind in Scotland ; so that we have not, 
by any means, a fair specimen, even of Scotch bailiffs; 
because nineteen twentieths of tliem would not do the 
savage things which the English tyrants want them to do. 
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I Well enough may you complain of Scotch hailiffa; and, 
I Jirherever you find one, you always find the employer (o be 
m\ grinding, hard-heaFted man, and I advise you to have 
1 Jour eye upon every man who has a Scotch bailiff ; for, you 
I may be vtry sure, that hia intention is to bring you down to 
I the shed and to the brose; to preyent you from ever seeing 
I knife or fork, or bread again, and to have you considered as 
I iKing nothing better than the cattle. 

I shall address another paper to you before 1 leave 

I Scotland ; and in the meanwhile it is right to tell you that 

i ierery good man in this country (and the far greater portion 

[ of them are very good men) detest these agricultural tyrants 

s much aa you and 1 do. The tyrants take the produce of 

I the land and carry it all away, and treat worse than horses 

and dugs those who make the produce to come. When s 

labouring man offends one of these tyrants, he is doomed to 

starve, or to get away out of the country ; and the poor 

creatures go away from some of the richest lands in the 

world, and get into England to beg; and then they are sent 

back again as vagrants. And this, my friends, is the state 

to which it has been attempted to reduce the labourers of 

England. Have your eyes open ; be resolved to maintain 

all your rights ; be resolute in it ; and then you will not 

only preserve yourselves from this horrible degradation ; but 

^Tou will rescue from it your oppressed fellow-subjects and 

(lirethreD, the labourers of Scotland. 

I am your faithful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 



Directing (as I hereby do) my printers to print off, in th« 

Vfl&me manner as directed last week, ten thousand copies of 

I tbis address to the chopsticks with price a penny at the 

Jbttom of each, and with intimating to my readers that, by 

^Application at Bolt-couht, they may have them at five 

dllings for a hundred, or fiiky for three shillings ; with 
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thcM natters tkim- settled, I now praeeed on my journey 
ftont'DcNFFaMLiKB to FA;i.RinK; tbe luid ua botUeide^- 
otitbe Toai extremely fior^ We da uot, for seveml miles«, 
see thB FiiiTH of Furth ; but it is not fat to ourleft: Tfae- 
farms arc very &iie ; turnips surptisioglj fine; larg«>noodB;: 
n\n of trees ' by -the sides of the laad ; tbe trees vigorous- 
and fresh and lofty; as'hiautifid a ciiuntry, tiiteii alto- 
gether (abating only the ii&nt of vtne-crwered cotttiigrs ajid, 
llltle gardens), as I ever went through in. all ay life^ At 
fftor orfive miles fron*-Dt,'NFERMi,iHEiro come t»W«ii81 
viilafte called To itf-Bir UN, tbe houses in geiteral havinsn»> 
up-stairs ; all the buildings cxtreiaely ugly and meaa ; aad . 
yet tbe villaf^e is 'manifestly io a state of ra)>id decay. inai)y< 
of the heuscs' being empty, and many of them lumbliog: 
down> ThisiviUage, we perceive asseoit as we quit it, llU; 
baen principslly crented by the fiabing ; for here we iiodi 
onnelvcst with the FiiiTii of Forth cluse down by our 
lefti and we see little Iwnses here and there all aloog tha-. 
shore. A little fenber on w© see the woods of Cv lross, 
down to our left near the wateri'and upon th«-roadwbei».' 
we are j we come ■ to a niansbu, and pietiy place, CdUed. 
'fORY. Here we are gotting-araongst old friewds; for here- 
resides Sir John KasKisEi brother andisuccessor of Sir 
James Brskine (and aot.Sir Wti,LiAN as< 1 tltouglit) 
Tvliois ifoff dead, and. succeeded by his brother John, and' 
which Sir .Iames was husband' No. 1. of our Lady Louisa 
Paget, who, as the newspapers told us, and as the courts 
decided, had No. 2. in Sir George Muuray, who is now 
canvassing for a seal in Pertiis hire, just over the hills to 
our right'! Tlic newspapetsf and the courts t«o, laay bsie 
belied' her ladyship ; and in that case I shall be siDgiilarly 
Itappy, if she will afford me the- means to send, over th« 
world a.CDOtraidictiuii' with regard to this affair; for Lhave 
long feltia pardoular interest in tbe affairs of her ladyship,,. 
who is, to make use of the words of afriefld at Dcnt.erm- 
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LOinngat'themoHt fsBcisatmg of all the fiMiotitiag:- 
in this world/' beeiden which, Bhe- i$i in sonn> 
respects, a. person bdongin;;- to the peofile; and! do not 
Ihiiife the worse of myself for being's sort of'fittareJtoMer Of 
aicaselilce-this. Mj Lord Cochbase uBediosaj', "Ttirt> 
"a man might cat mutton titl lie becamo asheep." And K' 
ladj mayeat'tases till sbcbeeomcs la.'ces, however faaca^ 
mting she may be on the onteide. This fascinating/ 
creature, though the daughter of the Earl ofUxnuiDCE, and' 
(he-sister of the Marquis of Anglesba, hadone penMen 
given her while she was a maiden, and.anotherat her mar»- 
riage to Sir James Erskine, And Bitrdi^t; when bv 
was a noisy patriot; and when he was teauliiog us tlic necea^ 
sity of " tearing the leaves out of the accursed Red Booii"" 
with just as much zeal as be is now praising-tbe King aadi 
the Queen, and urging-the people of Bath to ekieCa place-* 
man who was nursed on eioecure pap,- uaed never to omiH»- 
nientioa the jiarticnlar case of our fascinatii>g Lady LouisA') 
though he' might as well have mentioned' Lady- Jdliasiv- 
Hat, whom littte Sakcho, his colleague} at'oneebrewer- 
and right Ironourable privy -counsel lor, lid lo the' aitar a- 
little while ago from the pension-list, wlrerc'she bad been 
sticking for tmenty-one years at the leoilf though tlia 
daughter of one marc]ui8, and the sister of another. Paith! 
she may be sticking on the peuaion-ilst yet, for anything ■ 
that 1 know to the contrary-! Bul'we wiDkoow all about' 
this by-and-byi we will Iwve bright Lord ALTiioiir'a 
reasons for heaping money upon these ladies, while thos* 
who till the land live upon " brose," and while-those who 
make the clothing liare not half enough to eat: Aye, and 
'ill pot Daddy Bitiidett to the test, loo. We will sea 
whether he will help to tcartiie leaves out of the-" aoeurscd 
Ked Book;" whether He will help to endeavourto-produM 
•o much of aa- equitable adjustment aa may induce lite 
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brewer privy-counsellor to give m bBck ihe amount of (lie 
receivingH of Lady Jdliana. 

Quilting Toav, which is a rery pretty place, we come, a. 
little farther on, to the very beautiful house and park of Sir 
Robert Prestok, who is uon the owner of Culross, 
which lies away to our left od the aide of a very beautiful 
bend in the Firth of Forth, in a little detached part of the 
great county of Peiith, and divided from it by tbe small 
county of Clackmaknak, from the chief town of which 
Lord Erskine took his title. Cvlross is a rery beau- 
tifiil spot. Rising up and bending round by the side of the 
water. As beautiful a place as any to ,be found about tbe 
Tslt of Wight or the Soutuampton Water. It was im- 
posEible for me to sec it witliout thinking of the New- 
Forest, Netley-Abbev woods, and particularly of that 
HoLLY'HiLL at which ouce resided that Lord Cocijeane, 
who was born at this Culross, it then being the estate of 
hia father; and to reflect on whose treatment always fille m? 
with indignation inexpresaible, knowing as 1 did, and as 1 
do, that, even if the tliiog imputed to hiin had been a crime, 
he was innocent of that crime ; and remembering, as I do, 
all the baae means that were used to render him despicable 
io the eyes of the people, nhon be had served in FarUa- 
ment with more zeal and fidelity than any man that I have 
ever known, my Lord Radnor only excepted; and who 
was more capable and more disinterestedly disposed to serve 
his country in arms than any man that I have ever known 
in my life. 

Before we get to Kincardine, where we are to cross at 
the ferry, we go over about a mite or so of poor heathy 
ground, thousands upon thousands of acres the like of which 
any one may see in my native county of Surrey. Here, a 
few miles to our right, we see the Ocuill bills, run-, 
niog along firom eait to weat, and dividing the county 
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of FirE from the county of Pgrth. These hille am not 
called Highlands, though they are very lofty. As we ap*- 
preach Kincaiidine, the view is by far the finest that J . 
ever beheld. We are in the midst of beautiful laud ou sacfa^' 1 
side i)f us ; the hilis before-mentioned continue rising to our ' j 
right; on our left we have the Firth of Forth, and theB* j 
the fine level lands between that and Falkirk, and at th^ 'J 
back of those rising <ip the very high hills which divide tbe* •] 
county of Edinbuhgh from those of Peebles and' | 
Lava KEv ; while, a little to our right and in our front, ths' I 
Finh of FuKTii takes anotber beautiful bend, with flat landt' S 
on the side of it ; then come hills riaiog one above another^ 'I 
and behind those, we see, at adislance, perhaps from twentjK'^ 
to fifty milea, the tops of the Higlilands called the Bew-^ 
CHOCAN, Ben-Liddj, CiiAiG-BENYoN (all of ihem 
conical mountains of a prodigious height); and, lastly, the 
lip of the " lofty Ben-Lo.mond" itself, which really seems 
uf touch the sky; which has been the subject of so sn&ay _ . 
Bonnets and so many songs, and the syllables composing th» ■ 
name of which are as sweet and as sonorous as the mouotain* i 
itself is majestic. Very near lu the little town of Kin car-* 
, where the ferry is, is a very fine house, built by 
into the Firth of Forth. We 
lutes ; and, getting into a post- 
chaise which met us by appointment, we proceeded to Fal- 
KIRK over a level country, called the carse of Falkirk^"! 
just like the Fens of Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire; audi'" 
apparently, producing, like them, evedasting crops of wheat" 
and of beans. Here they dig coals everywhere ; and close 
by Falkiuk there is the famous Carron iron-foundery. 
Before we get there, there is a country-house, on our right, 
called KiNNAiHU House, which was the place of residence 
of the famous traveller, Mr. Bruce; and, to the honour 
n that 
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of the people liere, they seem to reverence the place 
I account. The Cahkon works, prodigio 
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lutHrally bring a numerous working popuUtion. about them : 
and bore is Guch a population, differing id od material re- 
Bpect from (ho«e of the man iifactu ring tawasof LaiicaBbiie, . 
StafFordsbire, and Yorkshire. 

Before ne got into Falkikk, He. crossed the famooa- 
canal which canneiiCs the ivalers of tlte Ailaktic vritli 
tbose of the GeitMAN Oceak, coming out of IbeFirth of 
Forth, and ending, as we ahaU by>-and*by see, in the 
Gi.YDE, between Gileenock and Glasgow. Tbemaunet 
in which a thing so apparently wonderful has been effected, 
neitber my taste nor my time will induce me to endeavour 
to deecribe : it is sufficient for nie to know tliat the thing 
is, and sufficient fur tiie far greater part of my readers to 
know, tbat, by the means of this canal, goods, of any weight, 
are much more easily sent fiomGiiEENOCK and Glasqow 
to Edinbi.<iici{, than from Lohqon- to Baunet m. t». 

UxBRIDGE, 

AtPALKiiiK, my frieiuls (BaovDJiA» and Tou Pot- 
ter will say that " (hey art fools," but it ia the., FACT. 
that we have to do with) tang, the chuicb bells-in honour 
of ray arrival, and received mc witli a hearty about at thft. 
door of the luitcl. Now, stop a bit. Is it not worth whiloi 
for Lord Grev to think a little about this, and to turn 
again to that which I more particularly address to him ia, 
the early part r>f this article' ? As to gabbling, hair-braiued, 
feelosolizing BaouciUriM and bis crew ; as to pooi spitefuH 
things like the- tallowm an and the brewer privy-cuunsellora ; 
as to these creatures, who know that tijcy must be nothing 
if my dootriaes and my projiositiona prevail ; na to lliese> crea- 
tures, all the addresses presented to me ; all Ihe hououra 
with which I have been received, by thousands upon tboui 
sands, of whom I knew not a single soul; all the Itea^ of 
money (more than sixty, pounds a night) paid. for goii^ Co, 
applaud me at the theatre^ even at Edlnbusgh. AU these* 
and all the rest which 1 have still to relate up tu ihif daft 
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Kill, with the " feeloeofert," the tallow-man nnil Iirewer 
I" }vivy-couii6ellors, only operate in tliis way. Perceiitng that 
if my doctrinee prov^l, tbey must either gi> to rake the r 
kennel or black shnes, they will ihiok af oothiAg but of. 
means which they iliink caluulated to couDteract me; they- 
1 will be racking their atu^id ekuUs for tricks and contri-- 
I wucea to be carried on in couiunction with,, aiid. by tli». 
^ instrumentality of, such creatures as the PoTTEimaadBAK— 
TEH and Sii UTTi.EwoRTii and their companion the Irish 
raountebank ; through the means of wliich very identicali 
reptiles, they have now been sending pamphiels (bearingi 
tAe name of their mountebank companion) to their oorre— 
i^ndeiKs in Edinbuik;)!, Falkirk, Glasgow, Pais— 
tET, and Gr&enock; theae pamphlets pointing out par«- 
ticularly my writings {wkea I was in Pjiiladelpeiia)! 
against Mi; in and the other Scotclt reformers who were > 
transported l^ Pitt, and Duxdas; the sCnpid Pot-. 
TEas and Baxter, and Sihittlewortii, not seeia<- 
ing to think it possible that those writings ate eevea— 
and^thirty yeais old.; that 1 was then only thirty, years 
old myself, or thereabout'; that 1 was then, living in &i 
country where an all- predominant French parly praia«iit 
MuiB and his conipaiiiosg'; ajid that that ivas enou^. 
Snd ought to liave been enough for me, wlio was a». 
Englishman., and who knew nothing at all about the merits 
or demerits of Mum and his afi^air ; the vulgar and ri&it 
sots of Manchester not seeming ta thiiJi it poseible that the 
Scotch had discernment' enough to porceire these things^, 
all these vermin, the Duildetts, TiiOJisoss, the Hon-. 
HOL<sE!i, the Potters, and tbe like, not' forgetting SERt- 
GEANT W|[,DE, and his brothet Judge Den.man, whoa* 
ewplotts in llie caae of Earnier Uoyes and poor Cooic, and 
in the case of thepoor Tfl^yjloo, may possibly yet be re- 
membered: that all these vernuR sliould. see no prospect of. 
L aecape from something oc other unpleasant, unless 1 can be 
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put dono, and that they should entertain the hope of ac- 
complishing the thing; seeing that their Btupidiiy is eqsat 
to Iheir spite, >» of no more consequence to the public, than 
it is whether I criish a parcel of cockroaches with my foot, 
or sweep them into a fire with a broom ; but, what the views 
and EXPECTATIONS of my Lord Grey are, with re- 
gard to this matter, is of tremendoui coniequeace to the 
whole nation, and pariiculnrly to mi/ Lord Grey himself, 
I shall returo to this matter by-and-iiy, when 1 have 
proceeded further with the account of my tour. At Fal- 
kirk I lectured from the pulpit of a chapel, as I had dose 
at the town of DuKrEKMLiNe; spent a very pleasant 
evening in a company of the most respectable tradesmen of 
the town, with whom 1 tat up so much beyond my usual 
hour, that I had not time to breakfast before 1 ca,me off at 
Mght o'clock in the morning, when I departed amidst the 
cordial &rewella of very numerous friends. At first, the flat 
Und continues for a nrile or tn-o, on our way from Fal- 
kirk to Glasgow ; but soon after we get upon high land. 
The Englifih reader will take care not to confound high 
lands with Highlands. The former are like Hempstead 
&nd HiGiiGATE, and Epsom downs, compared with the 
lands approaching the Thames ; but the Highlands are 
chains or groups of mountains in variety of forms and of 
faeigfats, such as the imagination can never form to itself: 
they are rocks, the base of some of which is many mile# 
across, and the points and edges of which, when not 
actually lost in the clouds, seem to touch the sky. This 
distinction my readers will be so good as to bear in mind. 
We were now, then, upon some of this high land ; and, 
with the exception of the little hit which I mentioned ia 
Berwickshire, and the sdll smaller bit in FtFESHiRE, I 
now, for the first time, saw poor land in Scotland. Here it 
is generally a sour clay. The ground is too high, and too 
cold for oaks ; and, aa no other trees like clay, everything of 
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.the tree kind is scrubby. In some places there is peat. In 
one part of the journey, we passed by Bonny-Muir, which 
aaa pretty-moor ; on aD accusation for designing to as- 
^semble a. rebel army on which, the Scotch reformers Buf- 
_fered so cruelly in 1820, when, as was then said, the in- 
.^unoua spies were so numeruuA, that every man louked upon 
every other man as a spy, unless he personally knew him. 
These "paCernal" exploits of the THING, in the exposing 
of which, and in defending the Scutcli reformers, / only was 
, heard, was forgotten by the shuffling fellows at the Three 
Golden Balls at Manchester, but it was not forgotten by thi 
good people in Scotland ; and particularly by (be reformi 
in Glasgow, who sent me a written vole of thanks : 
and who now, joined by nine-tenths of the whole ■ 
nity, haye been showing their gratitude to me in 
And, do those muckworm creatures, the Pottkhs, the 
rubbing TadcJSTER fellows, imagiue that, merely with 
leir promises to pit/ printed upon bits of paper, and 
their three golden balls; and do cackling Shuttle wi 
.&nd pompous BAXTaa and full-hlooded Yankee D< 
I they imagine, that they, with the aid of a mere 
Duntebank player, coming piping hot from the caldi 
Sergeant WILDE, being the fellow-labourer of ' 
irley " in London : do they imagine, are they such 
|>le[e brute beasts as to imagine, that they could pereuai 
nut the Scotch people, (for the tiiought would be worthy 
4leath !) but even one single half-dozen of Scotch 
men, or Scotch weavers! If I, where in the Court 
King's Bench, and having the gruup of Whig Ministt 
before me, stood in need of all my contempt to relieve 
from the danger of sufifocaiion at the thought of runn 
auiay from the " Greys and the Brouciiams and 
Lambs and the Russells;" what, oh God! what am 
Stand in need of to prevent me from expiring at the thouf 
of being checked for one moment in my course by si 
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nasty creeping tilings aa the Potters and the Siiuttle- 
irORTiis and the Baxte it a I 

Vfe came by the stage-coach; and in the coach there 
were three very sensible and poliie gentlemen, DDe-Df'whom, 
a very nice yming man, Avas a hop-merchant and wine-mer- 
chant; and aa. somehow or another, he began to Bay some- 
Ihing about liops, I took an opportunity of showing off my 
at-ooce- extensive and minute knowledge of the subjeitt, 
front tise planting of the plant to the bagging and selling of 
the hops, naming particular places eminent ibr the growth 
of the article. By-and-by, the gentlemen began to tafit 
politics ; from participating in which I carefully ftbstained, 
sitting as silent and looking as demure, as the country 
people say, as girls who have made a slip in tlieir time do 
at a christening, there being a babt/ in the caae in both ia- 
Btances. But, by-and-by, the conversation -began to turn 
upon myself, and I thought it necessary to take the earliest 
opportunity to apprise the gentlemen of my identity ; and 
the hop-merchant having said, " I should like to hear him 
speak," I said, you do hear him now, Sir: an explanation 
took place, of coarse; and, whatever might be the senti- 
ments of any one of the three, all was very pleasant. The 
hop-merchant then came back to our old subject, expressing 
"his asionishnient that 1, who had been so constantly engaged 
in pursuits of a quite different nature, should ooderetand so 
■minutely every little circumstance belonging to the raising 
and harvesting and curing and vendtng«f hops; anasio- 
niahment which was, doubtless, removed when I teld him, 
that the first work that I ever did in my life, was to tie the 
hop-shoois round the bottom of the poles with rushes; aod 
tiiat even as soon as I could stand upon my feet, those feet 
used to help to trample the rushes, spread upon the floor for 
the purpose, in order to make them pliant to lie with. 
Seeing that I had thus begun at the Tery bottom <rf Um 
business, his wonder must hare ceased that I understood wa 




Uch-ttbont hope. After sliowing hitn, that, if the infernal 

e taken off, which costs more ni l/te collection 

I its grn&s amount; after showing him the i 

■t of this hinderance of the gift of God coming to our 

[ 4isnds ; after making it dear to him that the brewers of 

Edinburgh ale wimid have for nine-pence, instead of 

three sbillings, the hops which tliey now use, if this moD- 

■itroos piece of foolery on the part of the Government were 

► ipw. an end to ; after this I bragged a little about having been 
jborn in the parish of Farniiam, which produces the beet 
itops in ihe nniverse, feeling bold, seeing that no Keotiab, or 
Sussex, or Worcestershire man was present, For, there is a 
tenderness upon this subject, which scarcely falls short «f 
that when a young lady of fortune is the object of rivalship. 
31y nmanueaais, who is a Smsex man, was, to my perfedt 
convenience, on the oulside of the coach; or, it is very 
likely that I ehoutd have been less forward \ti indulge in this 
iittle inslance of human vanity. 1 promised this young; 
^|^t>llen)aD, that when he camo to London, 1 would lake liim 
^■^wn and sliuw him the plantations and ihe people in my 
I^AOuntry, which, I told him, was very beautiful, and where 
he would see hop-works in their highest perfection. If lie 
should see this, I hereby repeat my invitation, just observing, 
that it will bt: as well, if, while be is there, he dues not say 
Biythiiig to excite a suspicion in the minds of the people 
feat he thinks that it is possible that there may be hops in 
t or other of the world equal to the " Faiiniiam," 
hiarding agunst this, I will warrant him a inaet cordid 
eception. 

When w« got to Glasgow, wc alighted at a hotel; axd 

■bough I was engaged to take up my <|uarters at tlie house 

>A*iD Bell, Clyde BuiLDiNcs, as I had not 

(akfasied, 1 therefore set to tliat 'Wt>rk at tlie inn, without 

b of time, upon everything that 19 good, but particularly 

1 some tender beef-steaks ; a thing which I have not 
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met with before in more than one out often beef-aleak Jo1m,i 
in my lile; and, I may as well stop here to observe, that-. 
which I have omitied before, that all the beef that I havel 
tauted in Scotlaud has been excellent. It a] 
from the Utile oxen which the Highlands Bend down in such 
droves; and a score of which, please God to give me ]ife,i 
I will have next year in Surrey. 1 should suppose that these 
little oxen, when well fatted, neigh abouttwenty score, which 
is about the weight of a Hampshire hog eighteen monilis or 
two years old. The joints are, of course, small compared. 
with the general run of beef in London. A sirloin appears 
to be no very great deal larger than a loin of large veal, 
TUDip and all. The meat is exceedingly fine in the graia;i 
and these little creatures will fat where a Devonshire ok 
Lincolnshire ox would half starve. My project is to get &, 
score of them, let them run upon the common till the coniT, 
tops and blades are fit to cut ; then feed them with themj) 
after that vhh mangel-wurzel or Swedish turnips, and haw 
them fat as butter iu the months of March, April, and Maj,^ 
I have never seen a piece of pork in Scotland, and there are, 
very few pigs lo be seen, though I saw in Berwickshire \, 
litter of the half wild breed ; that breed having been brought " 
from the Mediterranean bymy Lord Lauded 
brother. The mutton at Glasgow ia chieBy from the. 
black-faced Highland sheep ; and, if it have age (fou 
five years old), it is exceediugly fine, though the same pidna?" 
are not bestowed in making mutton fat 1 
bestowed in England ; and the same may be said of thRjl 
beef; and the reader recollects that the Scotch youth,.^ 
who came to me at Keksincton, would not t 
breakfast that my daughter had prepared fur him becaua;^, 
the beef was " viry fot " and, really, my rage upon th^f^ 
occasion woutij have be^ less violent, if I had known t^U 
the general taste of bis countrymen was agatoat very Wm 
meat. These little black-faced sheep, which may e^iH|f Z'' 




m 



GLASGOW. 145 



nmde as fat as yoa please, shall some of them march Into 
Stirrey, or be carried in a steam-boat; and my Lord 
Holla }fD, who, to my certain knowledge^ has been eating 
this mutton these twenty years, ought to have told us the 
secret loAg ago. I think a flock of these little sheep and a 
drove of these little oxen, are amongst the most pleasing 
sights that I ever beheld. 

So much for the meat of Scotland ; and now I am talking 
about victuals^ let me observe, first, that the wheaten bread, 
of which there is an abundance in all the towns, is just about 
as good as it is in London ; that, besides this, there are oat- 
cakes made very thin, which are very nice things of the 
bread kind, it being understood that 1 am speaking of such 
as are made in the houses of gentlemen, merchants, and 
persons who do not very rigidly adhere to the saving of 
expense ; for there are some of these cakes which rank with 
the ^^ brose^' mentioned in the former part of this article. 
Then the oatmeal, when ground and dressed in a nice manner, 
is made into porridge, just in the same manner as the Ameri- 
cans make the cornmeal into mush, and it is eaten with milk 
' jtrst in the same manner. Every morning but one, while I 
was at Edinburgh, it formed the principal part of mj break- 
fast; and I greatly preferred it, and should always prefer 
It, to toasted bread and butter, to muffins, to crumpets, to 
id and butter, or to hot rolls. This is the living in Scot- 
land, along with plenty of eggs, very fine butter, and either 
Ayrshire or English cheese ; and everywhere you see a suf- 
ficiency of good victuals (including poultry and game) ; you 
see it without ostentation ; you see it without being com- 
pelled to sit whole hours over it; you see everything good, 
and everything sensibly done with regard to the victuals ; 
and as to the drink, just as in England, you i^ways see ten 
tinm too much of it ; and I verily%elieve that I shall be 
the' first human being that ever came into Scotland, and 
went oat of it again, without tasting wine, spirits, beer, or 
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cider. Everybody drinlia loo much; and it is- not jiistt^ 
reproach the working people with drunkenneBS, if you, whosft 
bodily exertions do not leod to provoke thirst, set Ihein thn 
mischievous example, by indulging in drink, until babik, 
renders it a. sort of necessary of life. ^V'hile all Ihe worl^ 
seem astonished ti the wonderful labours thai I am pet*- 
forming now, I feel that I am leading a very lazy life. Tha 
reason is, that I am alivays sober ; always well (whatever thi 
Potters may think of it) ; and, therefore, alwaye Gt to bt 
doiog something, and always wanting to be doing samei* 

I shall lose sight of my " lour" presently, if I da not. 
come back to it. 1 had scarcely begun my breakfast, whea- 
the room was crowded with friends, who, in coDEer]uence oC 
a mistake which 1 had committed, had gone to another iniL 
to receive me. To name individuals in such a case we 
be improper, mlien all were equally entitled to my thai 
As soun as 1 was ready Mr. Dell brought a carriags, ao4* 
took me home to hia elegant and pleasantly situated house, 
in which I now write ; from which I go to-morroiv by th^ 
steam boat to Guf.eniick, and to which I shall return, aftec; 
having been at Gheenock, Paisley, and Hamilton;;, 
and tben, in a day or two, set off to England by the way ofc 
Carlisle, stopping a day at Oldham, and another 
Manchester, huating out the Potters from their hi 
by way of episode. Aad now what am I to say of thiqj 
Glasgow, which is at once a city of the greatest beaaty, a 
commercial towo, and a place of manufactures also very' 
great. It is Mamciiesteh and Liverpool in one (on a, 
smaller scale) with regard to commerce and manufactures J 
• but, besides tliis, here is the Cil;/ of Glasgow, built in ft; 
style, and beautiful in all ways, very little short of the New 
Town of Edinbuegb. The new Exchange is a m^ab 
niagniGcent place ; and, indeed, the whole of the city, cftm-^ 
pared to which the plaalered-up Kegent-street is beggarly,, 



» as fifac as ao^liBig tbat I Mner saw, tlis Nsw Town of 
Rbjis Bvnon esesptsd. Tbe whd« is built of beantiM white 
stone I aad dooisy. wisdsiws^ and cverytbiBg, bespeak solid 
worth, witfaoat anj taste for ostentation or show. The 
manufactnrtBg. pavt, widk ti3» tall chimneys and the soaeke,. 
is at the east end of the cit^, and somewhat separated from 
it; so thai there is rery Httie smoke in Glasgow. The- 
me? Cl¥Iis ittos dowa through the citj; and ships come 
up and lie by the wliar£i fw the better part of a mile.. 
Goods are here taken out ox shipped with the greatest con- 
venience* Higher up than the point to which the ^ips 
oome, there are three bridges^ which cross the Clyde, for 
the co&Tenleaceof going quickly from one ^de of die city to 
the other. By tiie side of the rhrer, above the bridges^ there 
is a place medestly called GLASGaw*GRE£N, containing 
about a Iwadred English acres of land, which is in very 
fine green sward, and is at all times open for the citizens to 
go to for their recreation. 

. Having diree lectures to deliver here, and having en- 
gaged to go to Greenock the day after the delivery of the 
third, I had no time tD> walk about ; but Mr. Bell has 
been so good as to take me round in a caniage, that I might 
not go away in a state of igoorance with regard to the 
extent and character of so important a place. I will give 
an account of this pleasant ride, by inserting a paragraph 
flom the Glasgow Chronicle of this day ; to Mr. Prentice 
the editor of which, I take this opportunity of expressing my 
best thanks for a series of civilities, far too great for me to 

« 

repay in an adequate manner :— - 

** On Thurslday, Mr. Cobbett, accompanied by Mf. Bell, in 
*^ a carnage and pair, visited various parts of the city. Set-^ 
** ting out from Clyde-buildings, they proceeded by Carlton- 
** place, along the Old Bridge, and then westward by the 
'^' north side of the river to York-street, up that street to Ar- 
*' gyle*streety thence to Bochan-street, up St. Vincent-street, 
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•* Hope-street, and West George's-street, round Blythwood- 
•' sqaare by Montague-place, down Bath-street, from which 
'^ Mr. Cobbett saw.the shipping in the canal at Port-Dundas. 
" Proceeding down Buchanan-street by St. Vincent- place, 
^' round George*6- square by South Hanover-street, and 
" Ingram- street to the Royal Exchange, where Mr. Cob- 
^' bett alighted, and walked round the Great Room. Mr. 
'^ Cobbett expressed much admiration at the splendour of 
*^ the building, and the elegance and extent of the Great 
** Room. The party then proceeded down Queen -street, 
** Argyle-street, Glassford- street, Ingram-street, Montrose- 
** street, George's-street, to the University, where Professor^ 
*^ Mylne received Mr. Cobbett, and showed him the Mu- 
*' seum, the College, the Faculty-hall, &c., all of which Mr. 
/' Cobbett seemed much pleased with, and laughed heartily 
** at the prospect of his being elected Lord Rector. From 
** the College Mr. Cobbett proceeded up High-street to the 
" Royal Infirmary and Cathedral ; from thence down Hi^h- 
" street, • Saltmarket-street, and drove round the Green, 
" which he admired exceedingly, and calculated by the eye 
" that it contained above a hundred acres. Mr. Cobbett 
'* then visited Messrs. Henry MoDteith and Co.'** Turkey 
** red d^^eing and print works at Rutherglen-bridge, and was- 
** received by Mr. George Rodger and Mr. Harvie, the 
'' managers. Mr. C. seemed much gratified by his visit to 
^' the works, and acknowledged the attention paid to him by 
*^ these gentlemen. Mr. Douglas, being at Bridgeton on 
•** his canvass, accompanied Mr. C. through the work. Mr. 
*^ Cobbett then proceeded through Bridgeton, by Canning- 
'* street, Green-street, Tureen-street, to Gallowgate-street, 
^* and down that street, by the Barracks, to the Old Ex- 
'* change, where he alighted and visited the Tontine Coffee 
'* Room ; Mr. Cobbett very much admired the room, the 
•^^ buildings, and the arcades of the Exchange. He then 
•''proceeded westward along the Trongate and Argyle-street, 
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*' up Queen-street to Upper St. Vincent-street, and alighted 
" to meet a party at dinner at Mr. John Boyle Gray's. On 
** passing the George Hotel, George- square, Mr. Cobbett 
•* observing two soldiers on duty, exclaimed, * What are 
'' these soldiers doing there V which was explained to him. 
** Altogether Mr. Cobbett expressed himself much pleased 
'* at I he extent and appearance of Glasgow. We under- 
" stand he will leave this, city to. morrow for Greenock, but 
" will return again here. Mr. Cobbett will, very probably, 
'^ visit some other establishments and places in Glasgow on 
" his return." 



Greenocky 21. October, 1832. ^ • 

After lecturing at Glasgow, on Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday nights, I set off by the steam-boat for this town 
yesterday morning at eight o'clock, accompanied by my 
kind and generous entertainer, Mr. Bell, by Mr. Doug- 
las, of Barlock, who is a candidate for Glasgow, anj 
by Mr. Gray. I had not time in writing at Glasgow to 
notice several things which I should not have omitted. There 
is the finest, most convenient, and best conducted cattle 
market that I ever saw in my life. I do not like to see 
manufactories of any sort; but that of Mr. Monteith, for 
the dyeing and printing of calicoes and shawls and hand- 
kerchiefs, and upon a scale of prodigious magnitude, I did 
go to see, and I saw it with wonder that I cannot describe. 
First, there was a large room full of men, engaged in draw- 
ing, upon paper, the flowers and other things which were to 
be imprinted on their cotton ; then there was another set to^ 
put these drawings upon blocks of wood ; then there was 
another to fasten on little pieces of copper upon the wood ; 
then there were others to engrave upon copper, in order 
to print, pretty nearly as printing work is carried on; 
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then came ibe men to mark the copper with the blochs 
according to the drawings; and lastly came the ptioters, 
who carry on their work by rollers, and efifect their purposes 
in a manner so n'onderful, that it almost makes one's head 
swim but to think of it. The biuldluga belonging to thi« 
dyeing and printing concern are as Urge as no very incon- 
Giderabie couotrj town. 

I was not aware that Glasgow was an ancient city; buc 
J now find, that it was the see of one of the archbisbapt of 
Scotland, which was divided into two archbishoprics, oae in 
the cast and one in the west; the see of the latter of which 
■was Glasgow, and that of the former St. Andhews, in 
the county of Fife. There is a college hero of very ancient 
CBtablishment, whichj as the above paragraph relates, I went 
to see. Of ihe cathedral, only the nave and the chancel 
remain ; the IrancepCs appearing to have been demolished. 
It is very ancient, and was once ("ery grand, though for a 
long time it appears to have bcrai miserably neglected ; but 
the two ends of it serve as churches to two parishes of the 
present inhabitants, which, however, seem not to be attended 
to with that care, and kept in that good slate, that tiie other 
chit relies arc. 

With regard to the treatment that I received at Glas- 
oow, I cannot speak of it, until the next number of my 
Register; because I am to return to Glasgow again, ta 
be at a public dinner there on the ?dth of this raonth : thii 
Register will appear there before that day, and I wish not 
to be at Gl A sow when that Rcjfis^er shall be received there. 
My treatment, therefore, by the people generally, and espe- 
cially by individuals, is a subject that must be reserved until 
my next Register ; when I must also speak of this place, 
and of the treatment that I have received here. This pre* 
eent article I shall cnoclude with inserting an address, 
which, on Friday last, I received at Glasgow, from the 
reformen of Newmilns, ATRsninE, who i 
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.1 that town (a distance of about tnenty miles) for th« 
express purpose of presenting nie this address. If vulf^ 
Tom Potter and his mounceback companion; if the Whig- 
Judge, Sergeant WILDE, and Drayton the auctioneer; 
if the tallow-man privy- counsel lor, or the brewer privy- 
counsellur; if BiioDcuAMand Den man and Ditouc ham's 
precious crew of poor-law commissioners ; if these fellows 

«auld have seen and heard Oh, no \ what a fool 

Jam! It would have produced no efifect upon these o)a- 
L lOeited and stupid creatures; but if my Lord Gugy cnuU 
. .Itave seen the deputation that came twenty miles to bring 
: following paper, and could have heard what they 
*«id, in addition to what they say in the paper itself, t.e 
would have said to himself: " If any considerable portion 
I 4' of such men as these, think as thcBe men think, and have 
I * formed the resolution that these men appear to have 
* formed, I luiist adopt the propositions of Cobbett, or, 
" after a vain stru^le, sink in flie attempt to resist them." 
3Tie manner of presentiag this address, the hand-writing 
in which it was drawn np ; the cleTerness, the great taieat 
displayed by the gentleman (a very young man) who pre- 
eenied it to me ; the beautiful speech with which he pre- 
fcced the delivery of it into my hand ; everything belonging 
to the matter «-oiiid have dictated to a man of sense t» 
Bsclaim, " The principles of this man must prevail, and his 
plans must be adopted." Here follow the address and the 
names subscribed to it; and, let the base Potteus, the 
' _*lupid SnuTTLEwoiiTii, and Baxteii, read it, and then 
it eagerly for the arrival of the Woody old Times, to see 
if it contain nothing to comfort them. 

To WILLIAM COBBETT, Es.). 
The refarmers of Neivmilns, Ayrshire, beg leave to con- 
ratulale you with feelings of the most unqualified gratifi- 
Q and Might upon your Tisittd the land of our nativity. 
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vhicfa long did, and still dues, contain liea.rt8 devoted to 
the cause of freedom. Vt'e have long atid fondly cherished 
tlie hope of being ecablcd to address you in pcTson, and thus 
we gladly avail ourseivea of the present opportunity. Our 
long peiuaal of your unriralkd writings has kindled in us 
an atlacliment for you, which anthing hut the hand of time 
can extinguish. Your maoly and unwearied advocacy of 
the rights and usefulness of the working classes, has called, 
and will call forth, the thanks and acclamations of a grate- 
ful people. To the lahours of your pen we are chiefly in- 
debted for the exposure of the workiogB of the paper- money 
system; a system fraught ahke with cruel oppression, and 
destruction to sound morality. The plan of an equitable 
adjustment brought forward by you in the Norfolk Petition, 
and which you have ever since so ably advocated and de- 
fended, in conjunction with the other measures so clearly 
developed in the lectures delivered by you upon your four- 
teen propositions, we consider to be the only real cure for the 
miseries of a long-afflicted and injured people. And, sir, 
we will not, we cannot despair of justice being done to ub 
so long as God in his goodness to you and our country, 
grants you health and strength to continue your exertinna 
in our behalf. We rejoice in the triumph of ihe Reform 
Bill, although ive know it to be short of our just and natural 
t will be the means of your introduc- 
along with a sufficient number of other 
, pledged to and supported by the people, who 
rcill carry into effect your or similar meafures, which will 
make our beloved country what she once was, and what 
nature has bo admirably fitted her for by her geographical 
position, and by the strength, industry, and ingenuity of her 
inhabitants, the queen of nations and the abode of liberty, 
peace, and plenty. 

That you may live to see your labours crowned with 
success ; that you may descend to the grave amidst the tears 
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of a grateful people, and that your memory may be cherished: 
as the friend of your country, as long as its history shall 
continue, will be our unceasing prayer. 
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iituated, that I can go through it, in 
Dw to get into the Carlisle road j 
; unleM BUraething sliuuld happen to 
render the doing of it very incoavenieDt. 1 answered this 
address vecballj', there being no time iur doing it in e,ay 
other manner. Precisely what 1 said I cannot now recol- 
lect; but I was BO fltruck with the behai'iour of the deputa- 
tion, ivith their unfeigned attachment to me, uhom tbey had 
never seen, and whom they arc probably never to see again, 
that I was induced (o trouble them at greater length, in my 
answer, than would, generally speaking, have been proper; 
but, I look this opportunity of asaanog these kind and clever 
young men, that, if I were chiwen a member of Parliament, 
happen what would, I never would, for one single moment, 
be a party to a deceiving of the people ; that 1 had takea a 
farm as a place of retirement ; and that, if I found tbe 
people of England eo base as not to go band in hand with 
the people of Scotland, and insist upon those things being 
done which ought to be done, I would retire to that farm, 
and never remain for one minute to give uiy countenance to 
a sitam ; that, however, I feh perfectly confident that the 
people in England would also do their duty ; that they would 
insist that the work of legislation should be done by rfoy- 
iiglii, and not carried on under the rujf of a victualler, 
mixing legislative speeches with the rattling of knives, forks, 
plates, and dishes, the drawing of corks, and the jingUng of 
glasses; T trusted, that the people would insist, that the 
work of law-giviug should no longer be carried on in this 
mancer ; aod that, in that case, they might rely upon my 
best efforts to the last moment of my health and strength. 



I kaw received veiy preesibg ini^tations ham tii^ otiier 
side of the FiRTVilof Foutr, a«Nl ^an STXftLtKO. I«i^ 
d^ed from Stialikg/ PfiRTfly Bunbee, Mei^T'itosB^ 
Aberdeen, £L^iN,ia^W4iiati9oailed the Nx>rth of Sc^l^ 
land. If I ^^Vere sure that die ParliatBent would not be dis^ 
solred^.I would go to thesi plac«s new; but, as I have to 
do with a set of pretty gentlenen, «oine tallow-men and 
«ome brewers as well asiprivy-^eeunsellorsy whdse business it 
veems to be to make human alBairs tincertaia^ and human life 
ft-burdea; I dare not move my body, at present^ farther from 
the scene of actk)n than I now am. If it please God to pre^ 
serve my life, until the midiHe of next June, I will come tx) 
the North with oslb of my sons, and I will go into eter^ 
county, a^d go even ifito the Orkneys, and see the good 
people there, to whom I taught the straw-plat manufactuit». 
I will go and see how the Highlanders lire^ and how the|r 
raise those pretty i^ep and oxen that they send to be de^ 
vouned by others. I will go and inquire upon the spot 
whether the natives of the county t>f Sutherland were 
driven from the land of their birth by the countess of that 
aame, and by her husband^ the Marquie of BtiIffohd ; 
and if I be in Parliament, I wiU then endeavour to induce 
the nation^ and through it the Parliament^ to como td some 
settled determination relative to the right of land-dwners t6 
drive away the natives of the land, or to refuse them a shar6 
of its produce. It ie high time that we come to some settled 
notions relative to this matter. I am very sorry that I can- 
not accept the invitations that have been given me now ; but 
I will endeavour to show iny gratitade by my visit nent 
year. 

Oreenochi 23. Oct. 1832. 
It was high time that somebody should come to Scotland 
to be able to expliun to Englishmen bow this country haa 
been treated* J^ who had known so many Seotchmen evef 
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GiDce I was si-xteen years old, who bad had lo many of [hem 
come to visit me, in the jail into which I n-aa put for writing 
against the flt^ging of local-miUlia men; I, even I, had 
BtroDg feelicgi excited !□ my mind against Scotland gene- 
rally (always expressly making great exceptions) by the 
Bcoundrelly " feelosoferg," who preached up a doctrine 
tending to cause the people of England to be treated like 
cattle ; even I could not make it out how it was, that Scot- 
land should a])ew forth so many of these monsters. 1 now 
Bee to the bottom of the whole thing. Those who have 
read the history of the Raman empire, know that it ex* 
tended itself over all Europe ; and that the farther any part 
of its subjects were from Rome, the worse they were treated 
by their governors (called pro-cuusuls) that were set over 
them. La Fontaine, in his beautiful tales, relates, that 
a man came before the senate from one of the distant pro- 
vinces to complain of the monstrous injustice and cruelty 
exercised by the pro-consul in the province from which he 
came ; that itie senate heard hiii eloquent and indignant 
descriplion with patience ; and then laid their heads tngethei 
to consider about the wrongs iullicted on this province, and 
about the answer that they should give to this eloquent 
complainant ; when, one of the senators said, " Make him 
" himself pro-consul of his province, and you will hear aa 
" more complaints from him, 1 will warrant you." Tliii 
was done, and the province was oppressed more than ever. 
JuGt thus it has been with Ireland and with Scotland, which 
have always been injured by the selfishness and treachery 
of those whose birth ought to have taught them to be their 
protectors; and, the renegade villanous "yee/oso/ers," who 
have come to London from Scotland, have been, and are, 
the corrupt tools of the Scotch oligarchy for selling thair 
own country, and of the English oligarchy for pillagbg and 
enslaving the people^ of England. Here is this great com- 
mercial and fishing town of Greenock, with a population 
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of thirty thousand souls, and with a custom-house like a 
palace, to have one member of Parliament, while the miser- 
able town of Thetford, in Norfolk^ without any trade, iu 
the middle of a barren bit of ground^ and with a population 
of only 3,462 souls^ to have two members of Parliament ! 
A hundred instances, pretty nearly as shameful as this, 
might be pointed out; but, here is Dumbarton, on the 
side of the Clyde, at once commercial and manufacturing 
to a certain extent, having a population far surpassing that 
of Chippenham ; but there must be two or three other 
towns add^d to Dumbarton, making up about fifty thou- 
sand people, in order to entitle them to have one member^ 
while the old rotten borough of Chippenham, which has 
only 5^270 people, is to have two members ! How came the 
Scotch members in the house not to contend against this 
monstrous injustice ? Ah, faith ! nineteen-twentieths of 
them would have been glad if Scotland had had no members 
at all ! But, as it is; bad as it is ; monstrously unjust as it 
is, it will put an end to the pro-coiisulships^ and drive all 
the *' land'clearing *' and poor-rate-abolishing ^^feelosO' 
fers " to the devil^ who must be sighing for them as the 
bridegroom sighs for the bride. It will be a happy meeting. 
As the coachman says, in Tom Jones, it is very proper 
that there should be a hell for such monsters to go to. How- 
ever, as they may escape in the next world, I am for doing 
them justice in this ; and, if I have not been diligent enough 
heretofore, I will noWj at any rate, discharge my duty. 

As a little specimen of the treatment which the Scotch 
pro-consuls have suffered their country to receive, I will 
mention the conduct of what is called the " TRINITY- 
HOUSE," with regard to pensioners. This has been a 
great instrument in the hands of corruption. I must ex- 
plain a little the nature of it, before I proceed to the speci- 
men above-mentioned. This '^ Trinity-house,'^ as it k 
called; is a corporation^ originally founded for the i^ucqqsa 
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of onuBiog lighthoiisea, brinysj and pilots, to be prorided, far 
the purpose of securing aafe navigation itito and out of our 
harboure. The members o( it consist of vihat are called 
" elder brothers;" and a great number of the arialocracy, 
who scarcely know a buoy from a tea-kettle, are " elder 
brothers " of this concern, which has the fingering of itn- 
mease sume of money ; a cirontnstance which you have 
already supposed, the moment you heard that the an'sto^ 
eracy lhnUn;ht it an honour to belong to it. These " elder 
brothers " get the money by taxes levied upon ships, and all 
sorts of sea-vesselB, and by the rents of esiates, which, at 
Tirioua limes, good and public -spirited merchaols and other 
men have bequeathed to this corporation, from the most 
beiieToIenl of motives, and for purposes which they expected 
would be answered by their bequests. A reformed Parlia- 
ment, unless it will want reforming again the first week, will 
luTisBck this monstrous concern to the bottom, and teach the 
" elder brothers," that the money is nut to he expended upolt 
grand dinners, and the like. But, at present, I mean to 
Hpeak only of the treatment which Scutlund receives from 
these " elder brothers ; " and this, too, only in the particular 
case of its pemioners. A part of its funds is annually ex-" 
pended in pensions given (or ought to ho given) to meri- 
torious seafariog persons, having served principally in 
matters connected with commercial navigation ; and not 
with matters relating to the warlike marine. These pen- 
sioners ate naturally persons belonging to the several com- 
mercial sea-ports; and, if the Tuibitt-house were just 
is bestowing these pensions, we should naturally find that 
the number of pensioners at each commercial sea-port, would, 
in some degree, at any rate, correspond with the amount of 
trade and population of each sea-port respectively. In the 
year 1825, an account of the number of these pensioners 
was laid before the Parliament and published. In that 
account, the commercial towns were ranged in the following 
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manner, with its number of pensioners against eadi ; and^ 
if the Scotch and Irish readers still want something to con** 
Tinea them of the tendency of the pn^consnlar government, 
let them look well at this list. 



Engush Towns. 






Number of 


Number of 




Peosionert. 


Pensicmefs, 


Aberistwyth • 


. 17 


Staith . . .280 


A too by • • 


19 


Stockton-npon-Tees . 65 


Berwick • • 


52 


Sunderland • . 150 


Bideford . 


. 93 


Workington • . 255 


Bristol 


. 72 


Yarmouth • . .360 


Caeniarrou 


. 8X 




Dartmouth 


. 177 


Total for England . 6408 


Exeter 


. 179 




Fishguard . 


, 123 




Gaiusbomugh . 


100 


Scotch Towns. 


lifracombe 


98 


Aberdeen ... 14 


Ipswich 


67 


Montrose . • . 91 


Liverpool • • 


. 282 


Glasgow ... 2 • 


Londou 


. 3741 


Greenock « . . 5 


Lymiiigtoti 


. 85 




Nevvbiggio 


85 


Total for Scotland . 112 


iNewhaveu 


16 


.. 1 1 . 


Penzance • 


. 56 




Ranisgate 


. 59 


Irish Town. 


Scarborough 


, 158 


Cork . . . . €0 


Shieldses (the two) an 


38 


1 


d 


Total for Ireland . 60 


Newcastle 


. 678 





There, you scouDdrellj ^* Jeeiosofers," who sell your own 
country, and who come to point out to our oligarchy ho'W 
they shall check the population and drive the people from 
the land ; you renegado sooundrels ; you base instruments 
of injustice, tyranny, and cruelty, who applauded the driving 
of the natives out of the county of Sutherland, and who 
are advising all' insolent and stupid beasts 6i land-owners to 
desolate the villages and drive out the people from Kent and 
from Sussex, and to have a few slaves in " boothies ^ to 
raise corn and cattle for the French to come over and tak« 
at their pleasure ; there, you renegado Scotch scoundrels, 
that is what you could never find out ! But, it is what the 
Scotch reformers have seen long and long enough ; and 
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therefore it is that Ihey gather ruuud me on whom the; can 
rely for my best efforts to put an end to these ahaminatioQS- 
What! your " feelosofical" blood, though put into you 
by the earth and the air of Scotland, can move, Cttn it, 
tranquilly through your veins while you see the tittle iniaer- 
ahle village of Newbiggin, in Westmoreland, which con- 
tains only a hundred a/id ^fiffy -two souls, have aljnost as 
many pensioners upon this list as the nhole of Scotland put 
tc^ether, while Gheenock has only /i>e, Glasgow only 
two, and many other towns of commerce not one ! But 
Newbiggin lies close by the rotten borough of Appleuy ! 
London has no right to more than about a thousaoil of 
these pensioners ; and yet it has more than one half of the 
whole. Do not these things want rectifying ; and are you 
not the greatest villains that the world ever saw, or the most 
atupid of beasts, to be crying up the happiness of Scotland, 
and tu he labouring to reduce England to a similar state ? 
Only think of the monstrous partiality here exhibited. Here 
we see the little miserable p-irt, which is hardly a port, of 
"WoRKiwGToK, with two hundred and^fty-Jive pensioners, 
while Glasgow has two! Aye, but W oukincton is close 
by the rotten-borougb of Cockermoutji ; and the voters of 
CacKEHMOUTH would naturally not he the worse for a pen- 
sion, given under tiie name of seafaring men at Woukikg- 
TOH. Base and mercenary ruffians, your days of "Jeelo- 
sofy " and living in idleness are at an end : the reform, 
defective as it is, will destroy you as completely as if you 
had been shot or run through (he body. No matter about 
Whig or Tory : the people will have these abominations 
you must take to the honest calling of 
ir blacking the shoes. 1 have a hun- 
in general subjects, when speaking of 
e of tbe word England, I wish to be 
noderstood as including every part of the kingdom. I know, 
thatj for England herself to be happy and freej her laws (as 



■weeping the 

dred times said, that, u 

our country, I made u 
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they stood before the reigQ of George the Thu-d) must be 
extended to, and firmly take root in, Scotland and in Iret* 
land ; I know, that every lash given to either of these two 
countries inflicts a wound upon England herself 5 1 kuow» 
that the accursed ^^boothies*' of Scotland^ and the accursed 
potato-diet of Ireland^ tend to take the meat and the bread, 
and the knives, forks, and plates from the tables of the 
labourers of England. Therefore, a love of England herself 
would induce me to endeavour to cause justice to be done 
to Scotland and to Ireland ; but, if that were not the case^ 
I should hate myself if I were capable of keeping silence, 
being a witness of these monstrous oppressions. 



Paisley, 26. October, 1832. 
In my last I had not time to say anything about my 
passage down the Clyde, from Glasgow to Greekock ; 
and for the reasons there stated I spoke in a general man* 
ner, only, of my treatment at Glasgow. I must now 
say upon that subject, that I was, at the house of Mr; Bell, 
received as if I had been a father or a brother; that I 
dined there, and also at Mr. Gray's (writer) with many of 
the first merchants of Glasgow ; that Mr. Bell's elegant 
and very pleilsantly-situated house was at my service for the 
receiving of friends, deputations from the towns and villages 
around ; and that, in short, if I had gone to that fine city 
and beautiful scene of commerce and of manufactures at 
the same time ; if I had gone thither with power to add t^ 
the riches of the place, and to dispense honours and favoun 
around me in all directions, I could not have been received 
or treated with greater favour and kindness. Mr. Preit- 
tice, the very respectable and able editor of the Glasgow 
Chronicle, was the only person connected with the press 
with whom I came in immediate contact, I should want 
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woida to describe the extent uf Iits good oflices, had not 
experience furnished me ■vriih tlie means of adequately 
describing it by a. contraaL I say then (aod that will do 
jaaticc even to him}, thai, in character and in conduct, he 
showed himself to he preciselif the conirai-y of the infamous 
nretches, whom th^se livo impudent women, An^a Brodie 
xnd Fanjjy WaAiOUT, hire to ivrite in the bloody old 
Timef; precisely the contrary of what was that Jack 
Walter, whom Scott Eldon made ajusticeoftiie peace, 
and who ia now (mnnstrous impudence!) a Whig candidate 
for the couoly of Berks; precisely the contrary of what 
this fellow wiB wiien he was the manager of the bloody old 
Times. 

As I mentioned before, Messrs. Bell, Doitgias of 
- Barlocu, and Mr. Gray, accompanied us to Greenock, 
where we were received by the two Meaars. B.iink, who 
are great merchants there, and by my excellent and Etaacli 
old Mends and adherents, Messrs. Cameron, CAMrssLi:, 
and others, respectable tradeainefi in that town. A'greeably 
to appointment, we were lodged at Mr. Bale's country 
botue, about three quarters of a mile out of the town, ettR- 
&.ted close on the bank uf tlic Firth of Clyde, with the 
little Tillage of Helj.eksburgh on the other bank, and 
ifae Highlands rising up bchiud that. 

The whole of the way down the Clyde is interesting 
beyond description. It is a fine wide river at Glasgow; 
gets wider and wider of course ; but for aeveral miles down 
it is walled on each side in the most complete manner. All 
the way down to our left we have Renfrewshire, very booh 
after we leave Glasgow, which is in the conniyof Lanark. 
Ti» land to onr right is, first, a strip of levelish ground, 
with little country seals, with here and there a manufactory 
«rf *ome son. To our left it ia an extended flat of very fin« 
land. There are several considerable country seotj, those of 
Lord Blavtyre and of Mr. Spikrs of Eldeuslie, in 
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particular. At about half tke way down, the town of Duh* 
BARTON lies OQ our right; the Cattle of Dumbarton, oa 
a round and almost perpendicular rock standing out in the 
water J an object worth travelling from the Isle of Wight ta 
this spot barely to see. The town of Dumbarton lies 
down between two hills. The ground now becomes very 
hi]ly. on our right, though it is generally cultivated for soma 
distance back ; and, behind these high grounds, the High^ 
lands tower up ; and this is the sort of coast which continiMB 
on to Greenock, and then continues all the wi^ round tq 
the corner of the main land opposite the Isle of Bute, 
About half way between Dumbarton and Greenock in 
on our left tbe little sea-port called Port-Glas^gowj 
and here the ground, from being flat as be£Dre, becomes 
rocky and lofty very near the shore, and thus continues aU 
the waj to Greenock. 

At about seven miles from Glasgow yie jpass the inoatli 
of the fEunoua canal, which goes close by XjfxASGOW, closf 
h^ Falkirk^ and which connects the Firth of Clyde wilh 
the Firth of Forth ; and thus ooaoects the watere of tha 
Atlantic wbh those of the German Ocean. Near Dyn* 
BARTON we passed the €|)ot where they say are the remains 
of the old Roman wall, which went from tbe Firth of Cltds 
to the Filth of Forth ; and by the means of which those 
gentlemen thought proper to diWde the Highlands from tha 
Lowlands of Scotland. I may as well observe here, thait 
the river Clyde rises in the mountaisB which divide tha 
county of Edinburgh from the county of Lanark, and 
that other braacbes of it rise out of mountains that divida 
the counties of Peebles and Dumfries and Ayr fraoi 
the county of Lanark. The river Forth rises at the ioU 
of the &moas mountain called Ben -Lomond, and runs 
down through the country dividing Perthshire from 
Stirlingshire, ami Stklinfl^hire from the county of 
Clackmannan. All to the n^th of the canal which 
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joins theae two Firths, is called the North of Scotland: the 
other is, of course, called the South. 

The Barbour and bay of Greenock are very fine. The 
towD, which consiBts of thirty thousand people, is built on a. 
little flat, the high laod beginning to riee up immediately 
behind it Ui the south ; thi^ streets are regular, convEnientlj 
wide; the houses built of atone ; aod everything wearing 
the appearance of ease, coinpeteace, and great solidity- 
The house of iVIr. Baine, io which I was lodged, was, in 
every respect, as nice an affair of the kind aa I ever set my 
eyes oa; outaide, inside, and all about it, as compleie as 
anything of the sort that I ever beheld. But, the great 
curiosity here, and the thing upon which the people pride 
themBeives, and moat justly, is what they call the " Suaws- 
WATEU," of which 1 muat speak a Hitle, though my account 
must be very inadequate. For a good while I declined 
going to eee ibid affair i but, at last, I did go, aod I rejoice 
that 1 did ; for I have Geldum seeo anything in my life th&t 
afforded me more pleasure. Greenock lies on a little flat, 
to the north of very high roclty hills, which stretch round 
behind it nearly from water to water. No fresh water 
stream or river conies near it ; and though it had public 
puinpsorweils, it often experienced very great inconvenience 
from the want of fresh water. On the high land about 
six miles to the south of it, there was a little stream or 
bourne (as we call those runs of water which are occa- 
sionally dry), which came out of one of the still loftier liills 
to the south. After going in a northerly direction for soma 
distance. It took a turn to the west, and went down a deep 
Tavine into the Firth of Clvde, not approaching anywhere 
to within six miles of Greenock. In finding its way to 
the ravine, it passed along a flat at the bacli of the 
Grkbnock hills. By the means of dams, the water, pro- 
ceeding from this bourne, was formed into a lake ; at six 
miles, observe, from Greenock, but betivceu the lake and 
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Greenock^ was a chain of lofty hills, beginning at the 
east, and terminating towards the west. Here was the 
water, but the difficulty was to get it to Greenock. Afler 
various schemes about tunnels to go under the hills, and 
steam-pumping, and God knows what besides, Mr. Thom, a 
native I believe of the Isle- of Bute, made a proposition for 
carrying the water to Greenock by an aqueduct, which he 
finally accomplished, at a comparatively trifling expense, and 
in a manner so clever, as to be worthy of the admiration of 
every beholder; and there are now two hundred and 
sixty acres of water in the grand reservoir^ with three other 
subsidizing reservoirs, of greater or less extent ; the whole 
amounting to 396 acres ; and there is all this water brought 
to the side of the high hills behind Greenock ; and there 
it comes tumbling down in various aqueducts ; net only sup- 
plying the town with water amply at all times, but furnish- 
ing the means of turning fiour-miils, cotton -mills, or any 
thing of the sort, at the cheapest possible rate. Four large 
mills for corn, or flax, or both, are already put in motion by 
this water : they are building now, and they say that here 
are the means of working forty of the largest mills that can 
exist. The reservoir or lake, is six hundred feet above the 
level of the sea : the aqueduct takes the water from the tail 
of the ravine, which is very deep, and carries it along around 
the end of the high hills at the back of Greenock ; gets it, 
creeping about, in all directions, till it finally brings it to its 
destined spot, always by a fall of six feet in the space ef a 
mile. To guard against the consequences of melted snow, 
or torrents of rain, there are self-opening and self-shutting 
shiices ; and, therefore, though the aqueduct is only six feet 
wide at the bottom and twelve feet wide at the top, its ba|||rs 
are never disturbed. They say, that the people were wholly 
incredulous as to the practicability of effecting this thing ; 
that scarcely anybody believed that the water could ever be 
brought to Grebnock ; and that, on the day on which the 
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aqneduct was opened for the water to proceed, ant less titan 
ten thoDsaad persnna nere assembled tu witness the result of 
tliia brilliant eicperiment. Mr. Tiiou, who did me the 
boDOUT to accompany mo and Mr. Baine, in riding mnnck 
tlie lake, is a man of too much sense and too much merit nt 
set any valu« upon ao empty title ; butif George the Fourth 
had msde him a baronet instettd of Codtts Trottek, 
Walter Scott, or Parson Bate Dudley, he would, at 
any rate, have, in some de^ee, diminished the contempt 
and dbgiMt with which men now view that hackneyed heri- 
ditary honour. 

After going to the Scotch church, on Sunday the 2jst, 
and there beholding a very decent service, and hearing, 
from three verses ef St Paul's 2nd Epistle to Tisiotiiv, 
beginning at the 1 4th, a very able sermon in defence of tha 
doctrine of the Trinity ; after dining, on the Monday, with 
Mr, Baiiie, the chief magistrate, in company with his- col- 
league, and several othtr gentlemen of the place ; I set off 
(after another lecture that evening) the next day for this 
[dace. 1 cannot, however, lake leave of Greenock, without 
observing on the contrast which it formed with all the other 
sea-porta that 1 had ever seen in my life. Captain Cobb, 
ivith whom I crossed the Atlantic the last time, used to be 
fflrerlastiogly pestering me with his praises of Greenock ; 
about its solidity, cleanliness, and the good manners of the 
people. As I was going to the church, the sight brought 
Cobb to my mind. All the people seemed to be in tJie 
slreetE J all going away to their different churches; no noise 
of aJiy sort ; no dirtily'dressed person ; and not a soul to be 
seen who did not seem seriously engaged in the businest for 
which tiie day was set apart. Cobb u^d to say, that it 
was like a Conneclicut sea-port ; and I dare say it is : for 
the religion is the same, and 1 dare say that the n 
the people are very much alike. 

Sir MicuaelShaw Stewabt ia the land- owi 
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around Greenock ; he has a very beautiful place a little 
way from the towa, and dawu by the side of the Firth » 
there are. many farms in a Htde valley going from his housa 
round to Greenock ; these farms are small, but the. 
people appear to be very comfortably off, and, though living 
amongst these, rocky hills, twenty times as numeraus as in 
the fine fat lands in the Lothians. The deciduous- trees da 
not grow large ; I saw no oaks at all ;. but Sir Micha£X» 
Stewart has some very fine woods of fir and larch upoa 
the hills round about his house ; the ever*greens flourish 
here surprisingly 3 J never saw the Portugal laurel and 
the arbutus in greater. perfection. The horse-chestnut, the 
Ume, the plane^ the sycamore, and the ash,, all seem to 
flourish as well as in any part of England.. Ayrshire comes 
down, in one part, very near to Greenock. The cows are 
of the Ayrshire-breed, white and red, with a large portion 
of red ; small head and neck, fine tail, straight back ; in 
abort, the Durham cows precisely, only upon a small scale* 
From these cows comes cheese, in great abundance and 
very fine. They say that it is the only county in Scotland 
that produces cheese. I should like very much to have half- 
a-dozen of these cows ; but to get them from such a dis« 
tance is next to impossible, without an . enormous expense. ;; 
and, perhaps, they would degenerate after all. 

In the scourging days of Castlereagh (who soon after* 
wards cut his own throat and killed himself, at North CRAYy 
in Kent, and who was carried to his grave amidst the ex-> 
ultiog shouts of the people of London and Westmineter) ; ia 
those scourging days the scourge reached even Greenock i, 
corruption ia her fury hunted out victims amongst the puUic- 
spirited men„ even in this pious and quiet town ; one o£ 
whom, deeming accusation to be a sentence of death, and 
giving himself up as condemned, even before he. was triedi 
ler high treason, actually shaved his head, that the execu* 
lioner might not be able to hold it up by the hair ! The 



[ 




COBBETT S »ORTHBRN TOUE. 

jury saved litni ; he lived tn see ihe end of Castlereaci!, 
and to aliake by tlie hand one who had naked bo much in 
defending the conduct of him and his countrymen upan that 
occasion ! Ah ! fnolish and base villains of the I^n dhh and' 
Edinbliroh prcMJ If yon forget these things, the re- 
formers of Scotland do not. To the grateful recollection 
of theae aclE of mine, t on'e llie reception chat I have met 
with. Relying upon this recollection, I Get at notiglit all 
ynur instigations to Scotch liostility ; the result has shown 
the innate virlue of this people; and also shown the sounS- 
ncBS of my judgment. 

Sr4TESM:iN Vaksittaut, who began his hrilliant 
career as CommisBioner of Scotch Herrings, first started, it 
seems, from this nice town of Greenock, which is famous 
for its fisheries; and, tvliat is curious enough, the Scotch 
have by no means forgotten the statesman, and Ihe small 
mancenvring which was played off by him, while he was in 
Scotland ; the nice little contrivances to get himself the ' 
fTeedomoflhecili/ofEvmavnou, and all ihe other pretty 
means by which the base creatnres of om Gr.oiici E Rose 
assisted to get him puffed up, in order that there might be ' 
a prelence for giving him parcels of our money. The his- 
tory of this Vansittart is all that will be needed by our' 
children who are now about being bom, to enable them to' 
judge of the state of degradation of their fathers. This 
man did what they call study the taw i carried a tag 
(made for holding briefs) to the quaTter-sessions o/Read-- 
ING in Berkshire, of which county he is a native ; having 
marched, in all possible ways, in the same line and direction 
as Addinoton, and having started with him from pretty 
nearly the same spot. The law not being a profitable trade 
with our Van, he took to poUltcs ; and we shall, by-and- 
by, see him taking to pieti/. His first stroke in the way ef 
getting on in the world was a pamphlet, written by him in 
praise of the Pitt-ststkn ojf Jinance ; and the object of 



Jiicb was to induce the oalioo to believe that liie war did 
t all impoveriBh them; aod that THE DEBT which 

■'a nioDfitruue luanE were creating, presented no subject 
i alarm to the miod of any sensible man, excepting the 
■ ^[cu instance, that " Me sinking Jund might pay it off too 
u'onder that Van is a peer, and a law-maker 
a right ; from such hopeful bbginnings what was 
rt naturally to be expected ? Van's promotion began, aa 
' matterof course; and therebeinggreatscarcltyiQ England, in 
tlie years 1800 and 1801, V^n was, in the former year, made 
" Commissioner of Scale h Herrings," and aa such came to 
Scotland, under the patronage of old Georgb Rose, then a 
eecretaryof the Treasury and a sinecure placeman to the tune 
of 3000^. a year, with another sinecure place for his son WiL- 
o the tune of two thousand pounds a year, or there- 
whicit sinecures his suna, George and William, 
II have, while the weavers of Pa islev are covered witii 
ntga and are half starved. V a n having executed his com- 
in, went back to England, slavered over with the 
a of llie base part of the Scotch, and well loaded with 
p0)e contempt of every Scotchman of sense and independence. 
The salary of the " Commissioner of Scotch Herrings" con- 
tinued till he got another post, the name of which I have 
ibrgoiten, but which, doubtless, he will be desired to tell 
? o/as one of these days. Pitt went out of office in 
I to let in Addincton, to make the peace of Amiens 
bim ; and Van (great in finance) became under his 
juntryman, Addivoton, a secretary of the Treasury, 
was Van now iu his element: taxing, funding, 
1, and Exchequer-hilling. Oh! what a time for 
His glory, however, was too great to be uninter- 
PiTT, tired of being out of place, and his tax- 
crew sighing to be again at the honey-pot, turned out 
ioton ; away went poor Van, but well provided for 
lltj a retired allowance. Pitt lived but a short time after 
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this: (he Whig Mbistry that succeeded him lasted hati 
fifteen months; the old Duke of Portland became Prima* 
Minister ; and Pe rceval, the real Minister, was placed iatl 

the post of ChanceUor of the Exchequer ; and back wen* 
VjIN into his post of secretary of the Treasury. Pbrcew 
VAL haring been put an end to io the year 1812, tbi 
LivERPOOi. became Prime Mioister.and Vas, Chancellor^ 
oflhe Exchequer; in which post he 
ceeded by "Prosperity Rodinson," iu the year I82,J^ 
when the King did himaelf the honour, an honour qutttt!^ 
worthy of such a kinjj[, to clap a coronet on the head of V^ 
and put him in the house of hereditary lawgirers, under t] 
title of " Baros Bexlev," of Bexley, in the county oft' 
Kent ; where Van, they say, is now in the habit of sin^->b 
imj hymns in hia grorea, on one bank of the pretty litilai 
river Cray, having in full vii 
other bank (at scarcely a stone's throw distance) the liuiisft^ 
in which Castleiieagh cut his own ihroat 

Curious progress ! beginning with the curing of Scotobr 
herrings, and ending iu a peerage ! Curious literary pr<>>£ 
gress 1 beginning with a pamphlet expressing tears that tha' 
national dtbt would be paid off too sooo, and ending witi»' 
the circulating of Bibles and the singing of hymna! But 
Van had merits as a slattsman, to be sure? Yes, that he-' 
had ; for, io ISl 1, he proposed a resolution, which the 65ft 
adopted, stating, that a " one-pound note and a shilling^' 
were equal in value to a guinea in gold." In 1819 b* 
Biippotted Plel's Bill, and the doctrines on which it wa» 
founded, and which declared that the one-pound note had 
been worth only fourteen shillings in gold in 1811 1 la 
1S22, Vas brought in a bill (which was passed by tba 
clever 658) to issue small notes again, in violation of th» 
bill of 1819! This was Van's last and greatest act of all;. 
for it produced the teiirii;i.e panic of 1 825 and 1826, 
which has been ruining families, undermining property, and' 
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H producing unspeakable misery, from that day to this ! Devil 
f tofce the King, I say, then, if he had Dot made Van a peerl 
Neither Jonathan WILDE, nor any of hig DESCEND- 
ANTS, ever merited a HALTER better than Van merited 
s peerage ! 

But what is most curious Id the liistory of Vaw, is, that, 
while a. nation, whose money matters Yah held the ma- 
nagement of, was growing poor. Van was growing rickf 
This is something very wonderful : that he should be 
groniDg rich while the nalion was growing poor. la 
knman life, generally, we Gnd, that all belonging to the sama 
Moeein become rich or become poor together. If the farmer 
become poor, you soon see his servants and his stock of every 
Ascription exhibiting symptoms of his diminishtd meaos. If 
the tradesman become poor, you see all Ilia work-people worse 
clad and worse fed. Ail being under ihe influence of the 
Mmecaitse, ail experience a similar effect. J ust the contrary 
with Van, who is said to be worth half a million ofmoneyy 
snd who, havingthe linnet, the lark, and all the harmooious 
finches, to join him in the day, and the nightingale's melody 
to assist him by night, sings his hymns in some of the 
sweetest groves with which God has ever had the goodness 
to garnish the earth : just the contrary with Vas, 1 repeat, 
who has thus been rising into enormous wealth, while the 

rifidiiatriouB millioRS, of whose money he has so long had the 
fltagering, have been sinking into misery; and while that 
BTKBT which he (pious man 1) was afraid would be paid off 
loo soon, swelled up, duriai) his fnancial career, from 
three hundred and forty to eight hundred millions of 
sovereit/ns ! Wonderful thing! Strange spectacle! Pro- 
I digiuus cause, which could produce effects so opposite at one 
land the same time! 

However, leaving the "feelosofers " to account for this, 

Tcannot dismiss Van without talking of something prac 

How it was that Van got his money it is impossible 
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for me, ■precisely, to say : how much was brought him by 
the daughter of old Eden, who was also, nearly all his life, 
a placeman and a pensioner at the same time : about these 
matters I will not speak, because I cannot speak with cer- 
taiiiiyjbut I know these things; namely, that Van had 
little or nothing thirty years ago ; that he now lias a town 
house, a cimntiy house, and a peerage ; and that he is said 
to be worth a very large parcel of nioney, besides those 
estates in laud which we knuw him to have ; and 1 kuow 
that, though his salaries were large enough and a great deal 
too large, they cuuld not have been much larger than the 
amount of his annual spendinga during the said thirty years, 
Now, then, I put it to any reasonable man, whether we 
nught to be deemed impertincat and troublesome, if .we 
were to ask Van, in this dayof ourneed,to help us a little ; 
to give U8 a lift ; I mean, to give us a little of his mnney i 
I am aware that it will be said by his friends, that ^e owes us 
nothing i that all that he has has been hoaestly gollen ; and 
that if we, sinful creatures as we are, cannot account for his 
having got rich while we have been getting pour, it is because 
we are unable to comprehend how effective piety is in th« 
producing of richee. Those friends of Van will refer us to 
the history of Gil Blas, giving an account of the pro- 
■digious proBperiiy of Don Manuel Ordonnez, who was 
a keeper of tiie groat pior-hoiise of the city of Vali-ado- 
LID, and who " was so pious a man that he got rich in 
taking care of the concerns of the poor." I ara aware of all 
this; 1 am aware that there b nothing to o[>pose to 
these observations of the friends of Van ; but still 1 must 
be permitted to say, that I can see no harm in respectfully 
applying to Van to spread a little of his money about 
anion^st us as well as his Bibles. We ask for bread, and 
he gives us a book; which, as far as the belly is coQcemed, 
is much about tlie same thing as giving us a stone. In 
^ort, not to mince the matter any longer, I am for making 
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i regular application to Van for soDne of his money. Pohl 
fi>^ the coronet and the robes ! let him keep them ; but, for 
some of his money I am for making a regular application, 
either in the way of gift or of loan ; and, if I be in Parlia- 
menty and if no other man propose it, I, William Cob- 
BETT, am the man to do the thing. The French repub« 
licans (sad dogs!) had what they called des emprunts 
forces ; that is to say, farced loans. Nay, in one or two 
instances, they had dons forces ; that is to Ba.y, forced gifts. 
God forbid that I should propose an imitation of these sad 
fellows ; I shall tread in the steps (as far as I have any 
influence) of the " heaven-born" minister, Pitt; and shall 
propose, in the case of Van, nothing more than *' a^olun^ 
tdry loan^** or, ** a voluntary contribution" not forgetting 
to remind Van that he was one of the great literal 
defenders of these two methods of obtaining supplies for the 
i'lbliief and safety of the nation ! And thus, I, for the present^ 
fake my leave of Van, giving him my positive assurance, 
ihat, if he and I live till I have been in Parliament a montb, 
lie shall again hear from me, who have not had my eye off 
liim for a month at a time, during the kst thirty years. 
• There is a neighbour of Van, who was brother secretary 
of the Treasury along with George Rose, and who is now 
ia noble peer under the name of Fa rn borough, in which 
parish (near Bromley in Kent) my Lord Charley Long 
has his mansion and park and some of his estates. I dare 
say he would be glad of an opportunity of lending the poor 
nation a little money, or even giving it some, if applied to 
in a respectful and every way proper manner. I am for no 
impertinence in these cases ; for no disagreeable questioning 
or altercation ; but just a simple and respectful appeal to 
the charity and generosity of the parties. However, enough 
of these things for the present. I must now get on with my 
tour ; which tour my readers will, I dare say, wish to see tit 
an end, being, as it everlastingly is, interrupted by theae 
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digreaaioofl, Well, then, to get on, we set off from Green- 
ock about two o'clock, afier having sun-eyed the SuAWs- 
WATER, and taken li-ave of our friends; and after having 
(which I had nearly forgotten) been to see the straw bonnets 
and hatfl of Mr. Mum. My readers will recollect my nu- 
merous wiilings about this straw-bonnet manufacture, and 
all the instructions relative to wiiich I have pven with so 
much care and neatness in my little work called " Cottage 
Economy ;" ihey will recollect what infinite pains I took 
about it ; and 1 can tell them, that it wag not onl^ paint 
that it cost me ; but, altogether, more than Ihree hundred 
pounds in the way of expense, without ever having the 
design or thought of profiling from it myself in any degree 
whatever, directly or indirectly, I was the originator and 
fhe perfecter of the whole thing myself. This manufacture 
gives decent and wholesome employment to many persans 
in the South of England, and converts into beautiful articles 
of dress tlie ofTal produce of our own native fields. Amongst 
other persons who applied lo me for information respecting 
this matter, were two very simple but very worthy men from 
the OaK\-E'v Islands, wliich are situated to the north of 
• the North of Scotland, and about eight hundred miles to 
the north of London. Whether I deserve, as the mortified, 
spiteful, and ridiculous reptile, who writes the Scotsman 
newspaper at £DiNBUKGii,BayB; whttlier I deserve, as tbis 
beaten reptile says I do, to be deemed an enemy of Scotch- 
men, let these good fellows of the Oukkbv Islands tell. 
If they had come from my own native parish, I could not 
have treated them with more generosity and kindness. The 
distance from which they came, indeed, was an additional 
motive to the exercise of kindness towards ihem. Victuals 
and drink, at all times of the day, and at the same table 
with my own family, were at their service. 1 devoted to 
them time which I never yet bestowed upon persons of high 
rank in life. I shoived them the various sorts of the straw; 
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explained to them the modes of platting, lof bleaching, of 
Taising the straw ; and set some young womeb at platting y 
that they might see them at the work ; gave them specimens 
of the plat> and of the straw, and of the mode of sewing it 
together ; wrote many letters to them afterwards, and got 
franks from my Lord Folkestone and other members, 
that the postage might cost them nothing. Before this they 
used to plat split'Straw ; and, for the making of that poor 
brittle and coarse^stufiF, they used to import the straiV 
Jrom England ! They now raise their own straw ; and 
About two thousand of them, in those most northern parti ; 
in those little islands almost in the Frozen Ocean^ now gain 
«om£)rtable livings at their own little homes, by a manufic* 
ture which surpasses everything of the kind ever seen ia 
^ Great Britain. Let these people say what I desenre at tbe 
hands of Scotchmen. I wonder, by-the>by, who is the 
landowner in the Orknbts; what prond leather-headed 
ibol it is ; and whether he has not yet discovered that it is 
his duty to come to me and thank me for this great bene6t 
^one to his islands ; if the haughty and stupid and insolent 
aristocracy think it wiso^ tacitly, to discourage the progress 
,of so clear a benefit to the country, merely because it cannot 
.be enooun^ed without adding to my celebrity, and without 
, creating public gratitude towards me ; if they think that, by 
. this conduct of theirs, they can preveat the people from duly 
.estimating my services and for being grateful for them ; if 
the stupid things think this, or have thought this, will they 
;KOw open their eyes, or will they be blind still ? Will they 
«till persevere in showing their insolent spite ; after what 
,they have now seen ? I think they will. To the mortifica- 
tion of their proud stomachs, let them know these things, 
that the people^ the millions, everywhere say, '^ If any 
/' other man had done this good to the country, he would * 
/* have been applauded to the skies by the aristocracy^ and 
/^ loaded with riches at our expense ;" that, even this base 
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and maligriAnl hostility (wliich is everywheie perceived a 
understood) has made the people rally round me with ten 
times the zeal that they otherwiEe would have dor 
let thsiD, for their comfort, take this, that ninety'nine men 
out of every hundred, in tlie whole island of Great Qrita 
are firmly convinced that the reform will not he worth o 
straw unless I be in Parliament ! There, mass of stupid 
pride, take ibat, get it down into your stomach, ( 
It ahout and spit it out again, jual which you please. If I 
liad the power to destroy you (s[ieaking with some excep- 
tions), I should have as perfect a right to do it as a man 
has to kill a viper that is just about to stick its teeth intu 
his flesh, and, if 1 were not to do it, as I certainly should 
not do it, the forbearance would be an act of generosity and 
not of justice. Ah ! turn up your upper lip, and draw up 
your ooslril, now, do ! Be supercilious asses to the last. 
But, remember, that you have an account to settle with the 
people, wiio may possibly be less disposed to forbearance 
than I am ; and whose demands, they being just and legal, 
no man will have a right, even to endeavour to control. 
Remember that ; and cow listen if you like, cr let it aloue 
if you don't, to the account of my progress in my tour, which 
will ho much better employment for you than the endeavour 
to hatch addle-headed schemes for driving the working* 
people from the land of their birth, and for raising hj 
steam-engines corn and cattle, which there will be mim 
body to eat. 

After viewing Mr, Mum's great parcels of bonnets a 
hats, we came on through Port-Glasgow to Paisley, a 
distance of about eixteen miles. At first, and until after v 
pass PoriT-GLASGOw, the Firth of Clyde is close upon 
our left, with high and almost perpendicular neks, covereiJ 
on the top with scrubby underwood, on our right. Then 
gradually wheeling round to out right, we come i 
conntr^ perfectly flat, stretching all round to a great di»- 
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itance. The land isaBort of fennyor mooriah land, bat ap- 
.jiarently beariog fine crops of com, ihinigh we saw here 
rnone of those noble fields of turnips wliich we saw ia the 
counties of Berwick, Haddington, and Edinsuuch, that is 
lo say, in the Lnthians. The cows are etill of the Ayrshire 
-breed, and very fine. We arrived at Paisley about five 
o'clock, aod I lectured at aeven, in a large church ; I did 
the same the two succeeding evenings. On the 24th, I 
'went, in consequence of an invitation which that gentleman 
gave me in person at Glasgow, to dine with Mr. I^pieiis, 
at his beautiful seat, near the Clyde at Eloerslie; 
where I saw some as beautiful trees as I ever saw in the 
Vhole course of my life ; and a great many of them, ton; 
'id short, as well-wooded a park as is to be seen in all Eng- 
land, and as well arranijed and as neatly kept ; the pastures 
'i>f this park as fine as can possibly be conceived ; scores of 
'OXen fatting, and hundreds of the little hlack-faced sheep, 
which, I perceived, get the fnot-rot sometimes, when brought 
%poa these fat lands, iVIr, Spikrs, who is called the 
'^ther of the county of Rentrew, who is said to be the 
'oldest reformer in the kingdom, having commenced his 
Lcareer in that way in 1778, who was ten years a member of 
Parliament for this county, who is a brother-in-law of Lord 
.1) ITN DAS, I believe a nephe\v-iu-law of Lord FiTZ WILLI AM, 
snd who, of course, has had ten thousand tugs at him to 
'withdraw him from his reforming principles, has, neverthe- 
less, the surprisingly great merit of having been able to resist 
the power of all lliose tugs ; as a complete proof of which, I 
inention for the satiisfaction of my readers, and for the mur- 
Wcation of those toad-eating, spiteful devils, the hired 
'icribblers of the Scofsmun, and Jack Walter and the 
die -proprietors of the bloody old Times, the fact, so honour- 
ible to me, as well ai to all the other parties concerned ia 
i,; that Mr. Spieks (the greatest land-proprietor in the 
'eounty of Renfrew) came to Paisley to be chairman offc 
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.dinner, given to me there, on the 26. g{ October, accompa- 
nied hy his soD-in-Ia.w, Mr. Buntine, who ia a. candidate 
fortho county (against Sic Michael Shaw Stewab,t), 
whose address I shall by -aad- by insert, whu is a yuut^ uan 
of great promise, and who is, I am glad to say, likely to 
.succeed : this venerable itnd universally- respected genlleman, 
accompanied, besides, by his eldest and second sans, did rae 
and the reformers of Paisley the very great honour of 
presiding at a dinner, which was conducted in a mauiieT 
worthy the good sense and public spirit of the parties, and 
vfaicb, after short, neat, and pertinent speeches from the 
■ gentlemen whom I have named, and from others, and par- 
ticularly from Mr. Spiers's eldest son, who discovered ia 
tiiia little specimen, quite enough to convince me of his ca- 
pacity til be greatly useful to his country. After these thingi, 
this dinner terminated at a very early hour, without a, single 
man appearing to hare partaken of anything stronger than 
ivater. Here I, in fact, took my leave of the people of 
Fa ISLET, amidst marks of friendship, such, iudeed, as I 
have everywhere experienced, and such as would, if there 
were no other ties, bind me fast, to the last hour of my liie, 
ti) the service of my grateful, kind, and generous couDtry- 



Duhell House, near Hamillon, 18. Oct. 1832. 
The day before the dinner took place I went to see the 
beautiful manufacture of silk, carried on by Mr. FuLTOJf 
snd Son. I never like to see these machines, lest I should 
be tempted to endeavour to understand them. I con- 
stantly resist all the natural desire which people, out of 
JiiDdDesa, have to explain them to me. It is also wonder&d 
.that as in the case of the sua and the moon and the stars, 



I am quite satisfied with witnessing the effects^ This silk 
afiair, howevery afforded one very pleasing, circumstance* 
It was all put in motion by a wheel, turned by three men ; 
and there was a great number of young women and girls 
employed at the work^ and all very, neatly and nicely 
dressed. The things they make are beautiful beyond d%r 
scription. I went afterwards to see the weaving of shawls 
and of waistcoat-stttff at Mr. Bissett's ; the means and 
/Operation relating to. which, appeared still more wonderful. 
In these fabrics our countrymen now surpass, not only aU 
the rest af Europe, but those of India too ; and I understand 
.that Paisley surpasses all the rest of the kingdom in this 
respect. A blessed Government it must be to produpe a 
slate of things in which a barracJe^ furnished with well-fed, 
well-clothed, and well-armed soldiers, is established for the 
purpose of keeping in a state* of obedience to the laws, these 
ingenious and indefatigably industrious people, who, while 
the soldiers are well fed, well clad, and well lodged, have 
not half a sufficiency of food of the very coarsest kind ; 
.have their bodies half covered with rags ; scarcely know 
what a knife, fork, and plate mean ; and have, in many 
cases^ nothing but a mere whisp of straw to sleep upon ! 
.Blessed state of things! Better that the country should be 
.abandoned ; better that it should become a desert, than that 
such a state of things should be suffered to exist ; better that 
destruction should come upon the whole of us, than that the 
makers of these beautiful goods should be thus compelled to 
live like hogs and dogs, while those whose bodies are 
decorated by these goods are wallowing in luxury, proceed- 
ing from deductions made from the earnings of these inder 
fatigable people. On the same day, when I expected to go 
and see Mr. Du^cam Hekderson, who, from his attach- 
ment to me, or rather to my writings, had taken so much 
pains to cultivate my corn^ I was informed, that I had to see 
his widp^> for that he had died on the day of my first 
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arrival at Glj^scow. Ag a. mark of my respect for tM 
memory of bo worthy a man, a man of so much publitM 
spirit, andso jusily beloved, I went lo see Mis. Hehdehsok*, 
at wliich she was very much pleased ; and she shotred me 'H* 
letter, wriltea by myself to her late husband, on whicU 
she had set so much value as to have it framed an^ 
huDg up as a picture. Not to see him, and still mors'' 
to find that he was dead, really cast a damp over my' 
pleasures at Paisley; though at no place where I havat 
ever been in m; life was I ever received with more cordiality^] 
nor was my reception anywhere ever accompanied^ with'! 
circumstances better calculated to leave lasting impressioin : 
of gratitude on my mind ; amongst which ciicumstancea I-f 
must by no means overlook the hospitable, the kind, th«' 
cordial, the brother-like, and sister-like manaer in which 111 
was received, lodged, and entertained by Mr. and MrK> 
Anciii BALD Stew ART, of whom I took my leave yesterday' 
morning (Saturday the 27lh), and came to this place by the ' 
way of Glasgow, stopped again at Mr. Bell's, being thera' 
taken up by him and brought to Hamilton where (again' 
in a church) I lectured last night. I forgot to mentioiii< 
that, even on the day of the dinner, I went out, in th«' 
middle of the day, and lectured at a very nice little manu- ' 
facturing town called Johnstone ; and I will be bound »i 
say, that a more soul-stirring sermon never came from thst 
pulpit befoie. 1 did not mell the hearts of my audience^ ' 
but 1 made them pretty hot, when I described the manner 
in which my Lady Sutherland had swept the people oJT 
the land in the North. " What ! " exclaimed I, " haw ' 
" we not a right to he upon the land of our birth? Are w»^ 
" to be told, that we are bound in duty lu come out and 
" venture our lives in defence of that land against a foreiga^^ 
" enemy, and yet, that we can be swept off from it when) 
" the landowners please i" Faith, my Lady SfTHERLANDn 
would have had lome new thoughts come into herhead, ifsh«i 
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feould have witnesBed the iodigna 



tod enraged looks of n 



- This noon-lecture at Johnstone was to make up for th«f^ 
Idle time io the evening that was lo be passed at the dinnei'. '] 
So that, here have I been in Scotland twenty days, and I"^ 
bave lectured every day except the Sundays, and on eaA*^ 
of the Suudays I have written a Register. Havii 
veiled, besides, the better part of tn'o hundred miles durinfffl 
tbe same time, slept in seven different beds! " What ! 
Lord Advocate and Abercroumik and the Potter*^ 
iKnd SiiUTTLEWOHTH and their mountebank, and Cii. 
i.ET Pearson and Sergeant WILDE and Lord Me: 
BOVBNE and the tallow-man and brewer prii-y-councillore { ^ 
" what !" wiii they all exclaim, " will this devil of ours 
die and never be ill ! " And old daddy Burdett, that 
-^or decrepit patriot, will exclaim, " What! and is he then 
*' actually to come and pull me along by the ears, 'gout' or 
" so gouf, and perhaps through ' a heavy fall of sn 
*' this never-eating, never-drinking, never-sleeping, never-J 
i" resting, infleKible, hard-hearted dog, to come and rei 
■" me of wliat I used to say about the regiment and 
■" room ; about Lady Louisa Paget and Mrs. Fox 
" her daughters ; and about ' Aired sheriffs, Parliamentl^ 
'^*' and kings ;" is ho to come at last, in reality, and drag a 
'" as a badger is dragged out of his hole, and ren: 
■" of what 1 used to teach about the ' neee»sily of puUin 
•"down great families ;' and, above all things, i 
"come and drive me out to face the cheated people of' 
« Westminster, or compel me to help him ' to tear the 
" leaves out of Ike accursed Red Book ? ' " 

From Glasgow to Hamiltoh (near which i 
famous palace of the Duke of that name), the road ruqi 
along not far from the Clyde, and we enttr, in fact, ii)i| 
'what is called " ihe vale of the Clyde" which has i 
everything that can be imagined that is beautiful. CortfUf 
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fields, [laetures, orchards, woode, beautiful io tUeir owa 
form as well as in tlie variety and fine growth of (lie tree*. 
Dr. Dii£AD-nEviL (who wmte in ibe same rooio iliat I 
write in when I am at Bolt-court) said, that there were n0 
trees in Scotland, or at least someihiDg prelly nearly 
amounting to that. 1 wonder how they managed it to lak« 
Iiim about vrithuut letting him sea treej. I suppose that 
lick-spillle BoswELL, or Mrs, Pioz;<i,tied a bandage over 
his eyes, when he went over the country wliich I have been 
over. I shall sweep away all ibis bundle of lies. I liare 
no whim and so prejudice to gratify : it is my buainen to 
speak of things as 1 Sad them. On the let of November, I 
am to go to Lanark, which is al the " falls of ihe Clyde." 
1 defer my account of this vale till I have been thither, and 
until I have seen both banks of Ibis beautiful river. How 
surprised my readers will be to hear of Scotch orcluirda, one 
siogle orchard being worth from Ave hundred to a thoosand 
pounds a year; and that, too, an orchard not exceeding ten 
«r twelve E^iglish acres in extent ; and, how indignant they 
will be when they are told that the present Reform Bill, 
brought in by a native Scotchman, GIVES FEWER 
MEMBERS TO ALL SCOTLAND, than are given to a 
population in England NOT EXCEEDING THAT OF 
EDINBURGH ALONE, and not anything like that of 
Gi.ASGOw alone ! 

But to remark on these matters, and to prove to EnglislH 
men, that this treatment of Scotland is as injurious to Eng- 
land as it is to Scotland herself, must be put ofT till my next, 
which will be dated from 1 cannot tell where. 



New Lanark, 1. Nonetiiber, 1832, 
Here I am upon the moat interesting spot of earth that i 
ever set my foot upon in the course of ray long and rambling 
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But, before I proceed to give an account of wU&tlil 
seea un the two banks of the river Clyde, 1 must 
again, as in reality I did, horn Salzell Hqitse Ci 
LASGow, on Monday, the 29. Ociober, to attend at » 
iblic dinner there given to me ; and at ivhich place ou ik* 
}. and 31., I gave lectures fiir the benefit of two classes of' 
^e working people, 1 must therefore quit the Clyde hlf] 
jhe present, aud go back to Glasgow, were 1 remainat] 
^^m the 29. ta the 31. incluGtve, and where the trauaactic 
^ere such as not to pass without full notice in this m^l 
jKCCAUDt of Scotland. 1 shall probably not have room for afi 
^tices relative to the country, the scenery, the orchard%i 
';aDd other things on the hanks of the Clyde, tinlil iB|r' 
any rate, I must do full justice to ttft] 
■ifoUcical pari of these ray Caledonian adveatures; 
(gfler all, being the matter of the greatest importance 
^nse, the steadiness, and (lie courage, of the Scutcii ; 
'adherence to what they once get firmly into their headst! 
^cse being well known to the whole iroild, it is uf vast iuv 
^orlance that all my readers, and paTticularly my LotA 
~ know ihe true state of their minds with regard to 

^e ; for though his lordship may possibly smile at that, and 
draw up his nose, and turn op his upper lip, it were as well 
,if he did not do it, and if he paid atteotion to the facts 
which I am about to put upon record, and which facts it ie 
.impossible for me to misstate, putting ihem here upon paper 
.which is to be read by thousands upon thousands of wi^ 
.tteeses. 

1x1 my last I mentioned that I lectured at Hamilton 
Saturday, the '27., went that night and slept at D. 
House, whence I dated the close of the last number of: 
account; as that lecturing belongs to the part which 
number is to embrace, I shall notice some particulars belui 
ing to it, before I come back to Glasgow, and givi 
^account of what took placa there. These particulara- 
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v«ry iaterestiog, and will sbow my readers all over the king- 
dom the nature of the siruggle guiug on in Scotland, The 
lecturing place was in what is called the Bukojier church; 
that is to Baj, the disaentiog church. Here is an establiihed 
church in Sciitland ; an establiahed Presbi/lerian church ; 
the priests of which have the ancieut Catholic churches 
(where such remain) ; aud which priests are paid by what 
are called Tiknds (which is only another word for tithes or 
tenths): but these Tiendb are not a lenlh part of the 
produce as in England. They are an annual allowance of 
a certain quantity of corn from each estate. This is na 
rendered in kind, however, hut in money, according Co thi 
ruatket-price at the time when the payment becomes due 
For instance, the priest is to be paid for so many boles of 
wheat, on account of such an estate, on a certain day of the 
year; so on throughout bis parish. This mode ol payment 
renders it a great stretch of disinterestedness to induce the 
priest Bincerely to pray for plenty; for the scantier the crop, 
the higher the price ; and the higher the price, the higher is 
his pay. This is putting disinterested ness and piety to a 
very severe trial. In the great towns, thereis an assessment 
on the rental for the payment of the priests. The patronage 
of Ihe livings is in Ihe principal proprietor of ike pariih ; 
so that one of these great lords has the appointing of a 
dozen or two of priests. 

This is called the established church of Scotland, fiut 
there is the seceding church ; that is to say, there is, in i 
every considerable place, a large part of the people thai hare 
teceded, or drawn off, froni this established church. They 
do sot differ from the other iu their creed, or in their mode 
of worship ; but each congregation insists on the right 
of nominating its own minister, and also insists on the 
minister being maintained by voluntary contributions, and 
not by compulsory assessments, or by Tiends. So that 
here are tvjo c/iurches, one of which is pretty nearly as ex- 
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la firmly established as the other; and, as the 

! generally the most abJe and most diligent 

I, ihey are daily gaining ground over the esiabSished 

It will eaaily he cuncBived that the established church, 
■ fexcluaively under the patronage of the nobility, and trem- 
V-Uing for tile stability of (he Tiends and the compulsory 
r liiBessmeuta, are not very warin fiiends of any change at 
all, particularly of that very great change, the absolute ne- 
eeseity of whicli is the great burden of all my Iccturirigi, 
Parsons have noses as keen as that of a crow : they smell 
■ ^nger at a greater distance than any part of God's crea- 
■rition. It ia said that the Bald-EayhSy iu North Americs, 
Hntiey being in Cahaiia, will smell a dead liorse upon the 
B 4»rders of the Gulf of Mexico ; but, wonderful as this 
may appear, my belief is, that the noses of parsons are still 
finer than those of these Bald-Eagles. No wonder, theD) 
that I have everywhere found the established churches shut 
L^gainst me, while the secediog churches have, wherever 
ecessary, flung open their doors for my reception. This 
^Iras the case at Hamilton, where the tine-nosed gentry 
tarried their hostility a little farther than merely shutting 
0ie doors of their church. They spread about the a&sertioa 
infidel, and did everything in their power to 
prevent people from attending the lecture, in which, how- 
ever, they by no means succeeded ; and I had a very nume- 
rous audience, considering the size of the place, Having 
heard of what had been going on, I began by observing, that 
I had written and printed a hundred volumes; that I 
challenged the Kirk to set a hundred of its priests, each to 
. -take a volume, and to find, iu the whole hundred, if they 
e single sentence hostile lo religion or morality. I 
Bien related to them, that the Government itself, once took 
k paper of my writing, had a million of copies printed, at a 
Boat to thepublicof between three and four thousand pounds; 



1 



186 COBIlETTa NORTHERS TOUR. 

copies of which it sent by the pOKt to every parish in the whole 
Jtingdom, with directions to have it read from the pulpits I 
Aod lead from tlie pulpits it was ; aod tliat, theretirc, it was 
rather hard that tlie Kirk should represent me as an irifidel\ 
After haviog prefaced a little further, 1 proceeded witll mj 
lecture, striking my opponents in a very tender part, of 
niiich, however, I was oot fully aivare, until 1 aftfirvrards 
learned the fiillowiog particulars; namely, that the regis- 
tration of voles for this borough (which has been hooked on 
to that of Falkirk and another or two) showed that about 
a hundred and twenty pensioners resided in this little bo- 
rough of Hamilton ; that a Mr. AiTGUSTrs MuilRAT, 
a son of Lord Dtt^MORE, and a nephew of the Duke of 
Hamilton (the great lord of the country hers, who has a 
mansion in the town, and a monstrous palace in a park just 
by it), is the " Whig candidate'" for this bunch of boroughs, 
against Mr. Gillon, the present member and the radical 
candidate, whoee friends had invited me to lecture at 
Hamilton. Besides all this, tliis Mr. AtrcusTi's Mur- 
ray is either the brother or the nephew of Lady Auousta 
Murray, the mother of llie children of the Duke of StfS- 
SEx; the monstrous pension of which lady I have ao 
strongly remarked upon on bo many occasions. U ia rttj 
curious that the party whom I met at my friend's bouse at 
Hashlton, all went to see the very fine and noble palace 
recently erected by the Duke ; and some of them lo!d me, 
that he wished me to go, if I chose, and have the palace aod 
other things shown to me. It is very curioiia, I say, that I 
should take it into my head not to go, notwithstanding im- 
portunities so very pressing, that it wasliardly good m&tinen 
to resist them. 1 did resist, however, to the great aatoniah- 
ment, and not entirely to the satisfaction of friends whoin I 
was naturally e\treinely anxious not to displease, 1 saw 
there was danger of some atrnciijus newspaper lie arising ont 
of my appearance at that palace. Besides, there would 
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hare beea a species of meannessy even in putting my head 
under the roof of a man whose power it is one of the pro- 
fessed objects of my labours to curtail. The circumstancM 
which I have above related as to Mr. Murray, will, when 
the paper shall reach the eyes of my friends who were of the 
party on that day, convince them, I trust, that my refusal 
to join them on their visit to the palace was founded on 
good reason, and did not arise from perverseness or caprice* 
From Hamilton I went, as before related, to sleep at 
Dalzell House, stayed there on the Sunday, and oa 
Monday morning, the 29. of October, went back to 
Glasgow to the dinner. This dinner is a matter of 
.great importance ; not as it concerns me, but as it shows 
the temper in which the people of Scotland now are« 
I shall insert a report of it, as given in the Glasgow 
Chronicle of the 31. of October. Every one will know 
lu>w impossible it i& to be accurate, in a report made 
vnder such eircumstanoes and to such an extent The r**- 
portt therefore, must not be taken as at all unfair, because 
it omitted to mention the most material part of what I stated, 
relative to the calumnies of Burdett and his most infamous 
crew of newspaper hirelingsi. After stating the circum* 
stances under which 1 received the money from him, I pro* 
ceeded thus : '* The ruffian miser sees it continually put 
/' forth, as he himself first put it forth ; that I went off t« 
,*^ America, to carry away his money and defraud him of k. 
^* The miser knows, that he gave it me to dear off a debt 
.'' owed to Mr. Swakn, a paper^maker, and an acquaint- 
'^ anoe of his own, and tliat Mr. Swavk went and received 
*^ the money, and not I; the villauous miser knows, that 
*• I had to borrow money of William Clemevt, the pr*- 
.*' prietor of the Morning Chronicle (who then published 
.'^ the Register), IB, order to carry me* and my family to 
^ America ; the miser knows that he spread the story, ia 
** order to prevent me from ever again showing my hce in 
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' England; the vile kdy-and-ctiild miser 'knon's, tliat I 
* voluntarily came back again to face him and his demand ; 
' the wretched miser knows, that tlie Government having 
' Btripped me of everything, my own friend, Mr. Timothy 
' Browk (whom he first introduced to me), made me a 
' bankrupt, and carried the bankruptcy through at his own 
' expense; the grinding miser knows, that Mr. Baowii 
' wrote to him, ' You say that Cobbett owes you money, 
' ' come then AND SWEAR TO YOUR DEBT;' tha 
" wretched miser knows, that he did not dare to come and 
" Bwear to his debt; the miser knows, that in 1824, when 
" a subscription was proposed to be begun for the purpose 
" of putting me into Parhament, and when he was afraid uf 
" seeing me upon the same hoards u'itlihim, that he then 
" wrote to his cnmy, Richard Gorney, of Norwicu, 
" to say that He would subscribe five hundred poundit 
" and that he authorised GuttNEV to show the letter to 
" my friends iu Norfolk ; the ruffian miser knows, that, 
" when, in 1B26, a subscription waa proposed to put me in 
" for PtiESTON, he wrote to Colonel Jofinstone, then 
" member for Boston, telling him that he would subscribe 
" for that purpose, and that he afierwards repeated this to 
" Colonel Johnstone verbally, and told the Colonei. 
" to name the sum that he should subscribe ; let the exe- 
" crable miser ciioose, then, between the baseness of tendor- 
" ing his money to put a rogue into Parliament, the baseness 
" of having made the tender without an iutention to fulfil 
" it, and the baseness of hiding himself from taking a part 
" in the atrocious lies published by the hirelings, white he 
" is nnderhandedly assisting the hirelings to circulate those 
" lies. The conclusion is, either his charge against me is 
" utterly false, and he is the foulest of all calumniators; or 
" he has been, twice, under his own hand-writing, oETering 
" his money to put a rogue into Parliament, Let the ruffiaa 
" miaer chouse between the two," 
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With regard, to the rest of the proceedinga at the dinner, 
r will fipeak for therasekeB. Every one concerned in 
□ not onl;r iQEikes alion-aucea for litilg inaccuracies, but 
rt feel wonder that a report at such length, and so accu- 
, could possibly be made out and published in so short a 
;e of time. As to ivhat BftonGiiA.y and Melbuurnb 
uid prosperittf Rom k son and the Edik burgh Revibw- 
kif S3 and such-like people may think of this dinner, it is, 
••perhaps, of rery little importance; but it is quite necessary 
that my Lord Grey view it in its true light. He ought to 
see, and he will see, that we did not meet here fur the pur- 
pose of eating and drinkiog; that it was a meeting held for 
L^e purpose of declaring to the whole nation uhat was tlie 
^neelitig of this great and opulent city, with regard to those 
^^rinciplea which I am so well known to entertain, and those 
^reat measures of which 1 am regarded as the champion. 
In this light it is that my Lord Grex will view the thing. 
it was not to liunour me personally, nor to honour me at all ; 
^L^ was to do honour to the political principles which / have 
^Eju long been maintaining. It would he childishness to view 
B^s matter in any other light. Viewed in this light, every 
tncidenl, however trifling in itself, becomes matter of im- 
portance. Here, then, in a city consisting of two hundred 
thousand people, distinguished at once for everytliiitg that 
is elegant, and everything that is opulent: literary institu- 
tions, arts and sciences, navigation, commerce, raanufac- 
tures, and all in the highest perfection ; the emporium of 
ifcotland, surrounded in every direction by towns and vil- 
lages, all animated with the same spirit; and here, in this 
,t city, under the uame of a convivial meeting, it is sent 
li to the world, that the political principles of Cobbett 
e the predominant political principles of Scotland ! This 
t the light in which every man of sense will view it. The 
V and tilthy wretches at Man Chester have actually been 
Binding dosvn pamphlets from their mountebank lu Glasgow, 
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and writing pfessing letters to their friends at that city, to 
circulate the pamphlets about, " in order to show up CoB- 
bett!" The proceedioga at this dinner constitute the an- 
swer to the despicable reptiles, whom, if I live but a few 
yeara longer, I will hunt off the face of this earth ; I will 
make theiD, and the talloiv-man privy-councillor, know 
what it is to employ a mountebank- player to do that which 
they were loo great cowards to do themselves. I shall be 
back with them pretty quickly now ; and 1 will make them 
feel the coDBequences of sending pamphlets to Glasgow. 
So much for the dinner at Glasgow, 1 wished very ranch 
to get off for England immediately after that dinner waa 
over; but the working people had been excluded from the 
lectures by the prices necessary to keep the theatre from 
being a scene of confusion. Tliey very much wished that B 
would lecture to them upon terms difTerent from those OS' 
which admisHion had been given at Che theatre. There wers 
two bodies of them, the Trades and the MannufacCurers. 
I, at once, very gladly offered to preach to them for noibing ; 
and it was fi-xed that I should do it to the Trades in the 
theatre, on ihe 30. of October, and to the Manufacturers 
in a church, on the 31. of October; and this I did. The 
delegates of the Trades delivered to me, upon the stage, an 
address; to which I, upon the sjiot, gave an answer, which 
I had written before. These two papers I here insert, 
deeming tliem to be of sufficient importance to justify this 
application of the space that Uiey will occupy. Tiie address 
i\-as prefaced by a very handsome and eloquent speech frota 
the delegate who handed it to me. 1 do not know what 
Brougham and his gang of reviewers may think of ibia 
matter; but I know that if I were a minister, every bone in 
my body would rattle at the bare thought of attempting to 
carry on a system held in detestation by millions of men, of 
whom tliese delegates are a fair specimen. 
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^^ MR. WILLIAM COCBETT. 

Respected Sir, — We, the undersigned delegates from 
larious shDpB, factorieB, and districts, in behalf of a great 
portion of the operaiivEs of Glasgow, are desirous of ex- 
pressing our heartfelt gratification at meeting w-iih a person'' 
whose voiuminouB political writings, the produce of half a' 
century, have done so much towards keeping the publiff 
mind in ^vholesome agitation, enabling ua to form a juat 
estimate of the men and measures wiiich have so long mis- 
directed (he magnificent resources of a mighty nation. 

We rejoice to behold speedily approaching the inevitable 
doom of those enormous impositions, in the exposure rf" ( 
which you have been such a. valuable insirument. And we * 
aie proud to think that a man, originally a labourer for hlv 
daily bread, should be thus fated to rise on the ruia of the 
aiistocratic caste by the mere force of his oivn industry and 
taleat, proviug that mind, when vigorously exerted and 
directed aright, ia all-powerful in overcoming the fallaciuui 
ayAtems imposed upon the many b? the greedy and am- 
UtiouB few. 

Notwithstanding the epithets which you have so unspftp^ 
iDgly bestowed on persons whose conduct you could i 
approve, and however much you may have wounded thtf v 
national pride of Scotland by so liberally slandering her * 
name and people, the operatives of Glasgow regard the> 
ebullitions as the effects of a strong dislike to the iniquiton 
measures and false theories of political economy associatsd. % 
with the parties you addressed, and that you t 
drawn the character of Scotland and Scotchmen from t^a 
cringing booing place- and- pensien hunters, who, in bye-puttV 
paili amenta, presumed tu represent our much-abtu 
country ; and we sincerely hope that you are now happ^ 

kiin deceived. 
We also sincerely trust that a place for you in the ensuing 
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Psrliament will be secured, whereby you will be ih« mora 
effectually enabled to appl^ those gigantic powers which you 
have hiiherto displayed in your wriiings ; and you will, by 
a consistent, steady, and undeviating perseverance, prove 
that neither wealth nor place, but the reduction of that 
aEtonisbiogly iuiquitous Government wliicli has su long 
degraded us, is the great object of your life — that you wiJl 
ever bear in mind the ruinous condition of the working 
classes, the justice and necessity of extendiug to them the 
elective francliise; and that you will loudly call for inij 
diate amelioration, by the increasing of our means of a 
fort, and removing every obstacle to the free exercise of otir 

I'I.e operatives of Glasgow are the mora immediately 
interested in the removal of the stamp duties on new^upera, 
having one of tlieir own, the cheapness and wide circulation 
of which they deem of the highest importance ; and also a 
law to limit the time of working in public factories, and i 
every other depaitment where children are employed. They 
consider it equally necessary I<i afford workmen opportu- 
nities of acquiring useful knowledge, and they therefore 
press these matters upon your attention as they would upon 
the attention of all those who assume the functions of 
legislation. 

That you may lung enjoy sound bodily health, and unim- 
paired mental vigour, for tlie great struggle in which you 
are about to be engaged, is thesiucere wish of, 

Respected Sir, your friends and admirers, 

James M'Doaald, Chairman Charks MHiliieson, from 
John Tait, Sccrclar)' Painters 

John Slewan, from ihc Wavers Clisrles Kelly, Bridgeton DIstrtet 

James Niih, from the Colton- James Siuijuou, from North 

Spiuiiers Quarter Union 

Henry Dunn dllta Jsmes Haaiton.rraDi tlieBrewm 

It.CHiupbeIl,rroni Ibi'Slioemakers Uoiialcl M'liityre ditto 

Johu BatlantlDe, from the Brass- Alexniider M'Kij, tttua 

Kouudfrs BrickJayen 

D, Dewclirnsi, from thcBakers Juhu HeD<leraon, South West 
Bobert Griudia; ditto Union 
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William Mirir, Tenter 

H ugh Ki rk land , Dresser 

John' McudersoD, West- street 
Fijctory 

flugh M'Kerzie, Pres.of Green- 
street District 
.I^obcrt Stewart, Daygate Toll 
Distiict 

Alexander M'CuUocb^ from the 
Letter-Founders 



Peter M'Grigor < 

Thomas Steel | 

Bolwrt Giifill SVar. trades. 

James Brown I 

Matthew Thorup J 

Charles Battray, &om the Calico- 

Printers 
Steplien Fenner, Cai*ver and 

Gilder 
Neil M* Visor, Spinner 



MR. COBBETT'S ANSWER. 

Gentlemen, — It has been the boast of the present Prime 
Minister, that '*he rvould stand by his order :*' it is my 
boast, that I have always most firmly stood by mine, which 
is that, as you truly observe, of those who labour for their 
daily bread. The other order, not being able to endure the 
thoughts of acknowledging the superior talents and wisdom 
of our order, and not being able to corrupt me, hare been, 
•for now pretty nearly thirty years, endeavouring to cast me, 
by some means or other, into the shade, if not to effect my 
destruction ; and (most curious to behold !) they have gone 
^on, sometimes adopting measures, sometimes rejecting mea- 
sures, seemingly for the sole purpose of opposing my prin- 
ciples and of falsifying my predictions ; till, at last, they 
have made it a question, whether their order shall, or shall 
not, continue to exist; while I have gone on increasing in 
influence, and while my order is as firmly established as the 
foundations of the earth itself. 

. Be assured, gentlemen, that this journey to Scotland was 
not at all necessary to convince me of the intelligence and 
virtues of Scotchmen, against whom, in general, I never had 
a prejudice in my life,' and, therefore, had none to here- 
moved. Iq speaking of the perverse and renegado pretended 
philosophers^ who, like similar reptiles in the distant pro- 
vinces of the Roman Empire, have gone to the seat of 
government to sell their, own country and help to enslave 
ours, I have been obliged to designate them by naming the 
part of the kingdom from which they came ; but I have 



invariably said, at the same time, that I imputed not their 
disposilioo to llie people uf Scotland, whose oppreesioos, 
whenever I shall have the power, I deem it my duty to 
remove to the utmost of that power ; and, in some measure, 
my journey to Scotland, by the great knowledge that it has ' 
enabled me to acquire, will assist me in the performance of 
(hat duty. 

^Vith regard to an extension of the suffrage, the abolitioa 
of Btamp-dutieE, the reacuiog of children from the hardships 
tit which the wants of their parents iuduce them to expose 
them; with regard to all these, I not only heartily concur 
with you in opinion ; but am already bound, hy a moat 
solemn pledge, to the people of Oldham, to do my utmost ia 
Hccordftnce with that opioion. 

Gentlemen, be pleased to receive, and to communicate to 
the working people of Glasgow, with every mark of my. 
respect and regard, my sincere thanks for this address, 
compared to which, a patent of nobility from the King 
would be regarded by me as some dirty, toad-eating ballad, 
imt in competition with the Bible. 

1 am. Gentlemen 
Your faithful friend, and most obedient servu 
Wu. COBQa 

Glasgow, 30. Oct. 1812. 
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' The next evening I gave a lecture to the manufacturers 
at the ToLCitoss church, in the eastern diatrict. Upon tlas 

occasion also an address was delivered to me, before the 
audience, previous to the beginning of the lecture. This 
address was also preceded by a very clever speech, from the 
gentlemen who presented it ; for gentlemen these are, if wo 
he to judge from their understandings and their talents. 
The ADDRESS was as follows. After which came tb« 
lecture, to a very numerous audience. 
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TO MR. WILLIAM COBBETT. 
—The iahabitants of the east dietrict (if tlie barony 
parisli of Glasgow, and other villngea adjacent, having tlieni- 
•elvea, accordiog tolheiidiffeient ctrcumstaQceH and abilitiea, 
longandarduouslystruggledinihecauseofradicalreform; and' 
"who, through many jears of protracted Buffering and deeply- 
felt degradations, have, from tlie strength and acumen of 
your many writings, which they have been in the practice of 
consulting with a studioui avidity, been led to look up to 
you as the migLty champion, the undaunted and unshakeiv 
advocate of titat great and glorious cause. And, Sir, with- 
leeiioga deepened by an interest and pleasure which they ' 
■want words to express, they congratulate themselvea on thw 
Bvenl of your visit to Scotland, your progress to, and slay in, 
the important city of Glasgow ; but in a particular manner 
in your appearance here this evening, to give a satisfactioa 
of heart, arid a triumph to the recollection of an an.\iou3 and 
intelligent community. 

And now. Sir, as they hold that through your agency, by 
the strength of that mighty weapon which you have long 
wielded, and do still eo indefatigably wield, the enemy has- 
been made to bow his head, that one step has been gained 
on the ri>ad to national emancipation, they do hope, nay are 
assured, that in life your labours of love shall oot cease until 
the whole is accomplished. That the sphere of your iiseful- 
aeaa may be e.xtended by soon having a seat in the legisla- 
ture of our country ; and that you may live and enjoy the 
blessing of health until your soul being salisCed with the 
success of your work, your spirit may rejoice together with 
the spirits of an emancipated people, when they shall raisa 
the song of triumph over the broken chains of oppression, 
and the grave of tyranny, is the fervent and sincere prayer 
if, your ardent friends and admirers, 



William Gray 
Jamea Brasli 
Jamc- Biuniih 
J«m'8 Uri^rton 
J nines WaterMon 
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The radical reformers of the east district of the 
barony paiish of Glasgow, &c, 
(Signed in their name and behalf by) 
Jolm Kentiibotgli, Chairman 
Georfie Allan 
Jnlin Ooiialdion 
WllllBm ParFrsoii 
WillUmThomEon 
Riibm Ctalg 
David M'Cimtiell 

East JJislrict of Glasgov 

To dencribe the cnlliusiasm of these ivorthy feHows is 
quite impoEHible; men, boys, women, girls, children six o 
seven years old, all squeezed about me, stretching out the! 
hands begging tn tDuch mine. The men, who conducted 
the business, ecolded them and wanted to keep them off; 
but I said, " Let them alone, let them d» what they like : 
the.y ivoii'c lake any piece of me away." Upon these oc- ' 
casions it always occurs to me to think how quietly the base 
Potters and Shuttleworth and haughty Baxter and 
the tallow-nian privy -councillor and the brewer and old 
hanlinj^ Bl'rsett; how quietly and unioterruptedly they 
would get alon^; in the sauie place ! They got me into the 
vestry ; one brought a Bible, which his wife had desired him 
to bring tu ine, tliat I might ivrile my name in it, on the 
blank leaf, that she might iiave it to show to her grand- 
children : another bmnght one of my own grammars for the 
same purpose ; another brought another book. I was quite 
astonished myself to find that my name and all about me 
were so v/ell known amongst these people. One blessed me 
tiir the Protestant Reformulion , another for " my Advice 
to Young Mtn.". "Ah ! poor deluded creatures! Poor en- 
thusiastic creatures 1" Brouciham and his EDiNBURaii 
Setiiewers, will exclaim. Oh, no ! my bucks! That won't 
Jo; for this is the country of " an(aWuc(.'* If, indeed, it 
JiadbeeninSussEX.orKENT. or Hampshire, or Wilt- 
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SHIRE, where I had been saying that fire was a good thing, 
5ben, indeed, you might have. said that it was chopsticks ap- 
plauding a brother chopstick ; but this was in the country 
,o{ ^^ antalluct,** Therefore, no shuffling, if you please. I 
knew very well, that I had the Scotchies on my side as 
well as the chopsticks ; but I had not the proof to produce 
without coming here : I was sure that it was so ; but I wanted 
the means of making others sure of it, too ; and I have now 
done the job : I have now blowed up Maltuus and the 
whole crew : 1 have been into the accursed ** boot hie s :'^ I 
have sent my account of them over the world; I have 
brought it back to be read in Scotland, while I am here and 
publicly exhibiting myself with that description having been 
read by the people of Scotland. I have shown, I have 
proved, the doctrines of Maltiius and the Edinburgh 
crew to be damnable doctrines : I have proved to the chop- 
sticks of England* that they ought to perish to the last^jiiiJiii 
.to maintain the poor-law of Elizabett, unimpaired : lli«fj»^. 
now produced practical proof of the object and teod^nci«lro£ 
STURGES BOURNE'S BILLS.: in short, I have blMOil 
the hellish conspiracy against justice and humanity into 
the air. I am thinking whether the '^feelosofers*' will 
now go to find out that happiness and independence which 
arise from an absence of poor-laws ! What do they think 
&{ Ireland 'i I really should not wonder to see Dr. Black 
turn to Ireland noWy and to be followed by Brougham and 
all his puffing tribe. Ah ! Doctor ! come and join me before 
I get out of Scotland, and you shall hear some of the ex- 
ecrations which your countrymen pour out upon the Mai' 
thusian ^*J'eelosoJers". They do hate you all from the 
bottom of their souls. Come and tell them that you are a 
.Malthiisian. Let the '' all jaw and no judgment ;' let him 
come and tell the people in the eastern district of Glasgow, 
that he is ^^ prepared to defend ^ to their full extent, all 
the principles and propositions*\o£ the pensioned parson 
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Malthub; let him come and sRy that to the people of tbc 
eaeteri) district of Glasgow : let the jawing fellow doit oa 
a vet day ; then let him eee )iow long it will take for the 
waters of the Clvdf. to wash from him the dirt with which, 
in fn-e ininiiles, he would be covered, 

Scotland ; the happy ilate of Scotland arising from the 
absence of poor-laws ; Scotlaoil being thaa Bnatuhell from 
them, and their being hardly base enough to refer t» the 
happy «eate of Irelaod, I should not wonder if they were to 
go to Austria, or, in case of faiiure there, to Poland or 
Rltssia; or, nhich would cut the thing Ghort, at ooce to 
the infernal regions themselves. The base and laxy villains 
must endeamur to keep their doctrine up ; by preaching this 
tloclrine they get placed and peoBioned and provided for by 
the detestable oligarchy of England : the scrawlia^ rtiffians 
must keep up the doctrine; or, awful to thiuk of! they 

must go to work ! The vulgar-minded, the lazy, tlie 

unfeeling villains, who seem as if they cuuld drink bol blood, 
rather than suffer sweat to come through their akinn, must 
keep up this ductrtoe ; must continue to feed the landed 
tyrants with the hope of being able to reduce English 
labaurers to lodge in " bootliies," and to feed upon oUa, 
barley, and peas; they must keep this hope alive; they 
muat continue to make the land-fellows in England Lope 
that they shall be able to Bweep the people off the land, or to 
make them live upon the food of horses and of iKigs; the 
ruflian glavea must keep this hope alive, or they themselves 
must rake kennels, empty privies, or crack stones. 

On Tueeday evening, after haifing been at the lecture 
before mentioned, I went to see the Royal Exclimge by 
candle light. When I was there before there was an in»- 
mense crowd in every part of the building, bh that I could 
have no fair view of it, I wished to be able to notice it in 
a rather particnlar manner; because their "exchanges' 
are the subject of boast with Leeds, Manciiest£U, L*- 
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VEnrooi., Bristol, and other great tommercial placn. I 
hsve never vieweil anynf them in a particular maaaer, having 
DO verj good opinion of the politics of the persons generally 
MBembled in them. Here the case ie different : every thing 
that I have met with here (laying aside the constant kind- 
ne<s and polLteoess with which I myself have been treated) 
has had a tendency to create in my mind a great respect 
ibr the persons that usually Bssemble in this place ; and from 
that feeling I am nou' induced to give a hasty account of it, 
thiuliing that it may he eniertaining lo my readers, if not 
■tae/ul besides, in enabling ihem, from this epecimeii, to 
jadge of the style and manner, as n'elt as of the magnitude 
and opulence of this city of Glasgow, which, observe, has, 
by tlie gracious goodness of the pro-consuls of ScoOand, Ia;o 
Trinity-House pensioners, while Newbirois (consist- 
ing of a hundred and twenty-Gve souls) has eighly-Jive of 
those pfinsioneiH ! 

This edilice is placed between two of the priacipal street 
-of Ilia oiCy, Queen-street and Buchanan-slrtet, with its 
-front to the former, looking eastward, having a noble Co- 
rinthian portico, which faces and is seen from the whole 
length of Inoraw-stiikbt; another very fine street, ter- 
minated ti) the west by tliis grand portico of tiie Exchange. 
The portico is formed of two rows of pillars, eight advanced 
in front, and four farther back on the flanks. Above, and 
immediately behind the portico, rises a cupola or lantern, 
built of the «ame fine white slonc as the Exchange building 
ia. This cnpola or lantern is also of the Corinthian order 
of architecture, and is supported by about a dozen columns, 
with a vano surmounting ilie whole. Here is a place 
intended for a clock, u-hich, being to be lighted by gas, is to 
show the time at night as well as by day. Round the other 
three aides of the Exchange are numerous columns of tlie 
««aie order, of course ; and at the western end of it, sepai- 
rated by a broad and linelj-paved street (there being the 
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eatne on each side of the Exchange) stands the Royal fiaok 
of Scfllland, whicli is aUn built witk the same fine stone, 
haring a portico wiih six columns of the Ionic order, and 
capacious enough lohi>Id ten thousand bales ')f paper-money ; 
while on all sidea you see splendid shops and places of husi- 
nesB; all, in iheir several degrees, bearing Lhe outivard and 
visible signs of great solidity and opulence nithin. 

As to the inside of the Excljange, after passing under the 
lofcy poitico, you pass through a graud entrance-hall into 
an oval-shaped saloon, having a cupola above fur the purpose 
of light. You then enter into the c u eat room, or, as they 
call it, the HE w.s-RooM, which isaboiit a hundred and twenty, 
or a hundred and thirty feet in length, 1 suppose, and about 
aixly or seventy feet broad. The floor above is supported by 
several lofty pillars, most judiciously arranged, in two rows, 
running the whole length of the room, each pillar consisting 
of one single stone. Thus there is a pand promenade in 
the middle of the room ; while the two sides, each of which 
has three large and elegant fire-places, are fitted up with 
highly-finished mahogany tables, for the subscribers, mer- 
chants, and strangers, to read nen'spapers, magazines, and 
other periodical publications- They say that here are a 
hundred newspapers taken iu ; and, amongst the rest, I cast 
my eye, without seeming to know it, upon a little octavo 
weekly publication, in the fate of which I felt somewhat 
interested, but which, in an account of a building so mag- 
uiRcent as this, the reader will consider as too unimpartant 
to be named. This splendid room is hghted by several 
brilliant gas-chandeliers, pendent in a row from the middle 
of the ceiling, nhich is arched, and very beautiful as to Its 
decorations. The height of lhe middle of this arch from the 
floor may be thirty or forty feet. 

T' Very much to the credit, and strongly bespeaking the 
characlec of the directors and proprietors of ibis establish- 
ment, and, indeed, bespeaking the character of the city 
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itself, this news*room, which is opened about seven in the 
morning, and is not closed till ten at night, is quite free foi 
the admission of all strangers gratuitously, without even aa 
introduction by a subscriber, as is the case in all the news* 
rooms which I have seen in England. The subscribers are 
about fourteen or fifteen hundred in number, who pay, I am 
told, not forty shillings a year a piece, which, one would 
suppose impossible to be sufficient to remunerate those who 
erected the building and who sustain the establishment. 
The construction of the building reflects the highest credit 
on the architect, who is a Mr. Hamilton, somewhat fa- 
mous, however, in his other undertakings of a similar sort, 
both private and public. The principal projector and pro* 
nioter was Mr. David Bell, who is said to have devoted 
that attention to it, a share of which doubtless (and a largish 
share) he will devote to a very different object when he shall 
have exchanged his present state of ^'single blessedaess'* 
for a state of vastly greater blessedness, because that will 
be double ! 

A gentleman who appeared to be a West India Merchant, 
told me, that the grand room up-stairs was devoted entirely 
to the exhibiting of samples of all the sugar imported into 
the Clyde } there being, however, a variety of other rooms 
for other mercantile purposes. This affair, which. Royal 
Bank and all together, is said to have cost not more than 
fifty thousand pounds, would, if it had been an undertaking 
conducted under the auspices of the jobbers of the city of 
London, have cost half a million of money. ThQse vagabond 
jobbers, who make me pay church-rates to two churches 
.without letting me have a church to go to, would have 
spent more than fifty thousand pounds in eating and drink- 
ing success to the undertaking; and would hare voted 
themselves, and their wives, another hundred thousand 
to pay the expenses of ^* summer excursions^** in order to 
produce a renovation of their faculties, impaired by the 
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excess of their guttliog nnd guzzling, uniejgoiie in project- 
ing and executing the job ; in short, they Kould have made 
n loftD, and plunged the city deeper ia debt than it is now ; 
and that is ()uite deep enough. TIte city debt and the 
" DAtiocal debt" itill both go together; their destmctioti 
will overwhelm and extinguish a set of vermin as vile aa 
aay that ever were destroyed by watsr or by fire. 

Below tlie ground-Buor of the Kxchauge, are, u coSee- 
house, piivate rooma, it larder moet beautifuily and abim- 
dastly furnished, all kept in the ceateEt aud nicest wanner. 
After cDmiog from the lecture, as I mentinned before, I 
went down into these apartnieRls ivith fome frieada, where 
we were furnished with lea, and otlier things, according to 
eui fancy ; amongst which were oysten, which are very 
abundant both here and at EoiKBUncn, small and white, 
and as good a* I ever tasted in Lotidoo. A friend asked 
me, upon this occasion, whether " I did not think that this 
" would be a good place for the collective, who miglit come 
" down and giirge and guzzle here below, while the law- 
" making was going on above, instead of coming rattling 
" dou'n-staira to give their votes at the risk of their drunken 
*' necks." I answered, that those beastly and infamous 
Ecenea were " by-gorte ;'' for that, if a reformed Parliament 
-were base enough, and insolent enough, to attempt to pass 
laws, and say "Aye" and " No," while picking ilieir 
teeth, and belching out brandy and water; if a refurmed 
Parliament were to consist of men base and insolent enough 
to sit and make laws in the midst of a cook-shop and a tap- 
house, I trusted that the people would know what was du« 
to themselves, and that tliey would soon convince the re- 
formed Parliament that it stood inneedoffnrtlier reforming. 

Thus 1 quit thia very elegant building; and, for tlie 
present, Gl.^bgow it4elf; for though I am to go back to it 
again for one night, it will only be to gire a fareweli. 
LECTinn, and then set off into Ayrritire, on my way to 
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England. I am, here, at the famous New Lanark, which 
18 near the eekAyrated *^^Ai/ts dF^^rs Clyde." I saw 
a book o&ee oivwm-^i iht ClYd«« Nothing upon f4tper 
eaa gi^'e any one an idea «f the realtijr in this case. Bui, 
to give aaytliing like a true no^ooot of what I ha^enow 
seen ; t» de anything approaching te jmtice t» the wataw, 
the woods^ the veidant hills, the mrnieronis and most heattv 
tifol orch«rds el apiples aad p^atB and i^ittet, that I liate 
seen on the bonks of this river, and on those of ^» Catuu^- 
^&A and' Av£J9y which eaiffty themsekiis into it ^ and of 
the ffUns (as ihey are called) which lead irotti the hilft 
down to tiiese rivers ;« to do anything appioaehing; t(mktd% 
justice to aU these, wiU demand time, o)ie moaient ef which 
I have not now at* my comaaluid, having, to lectore at the 
borough of Lanaak to*night, and hating to set off ^ 
Glasgow early in the merniag. 

Wm. COBBETT. 



New Milns, 5. No^>emd«r, WMi 
I got here yesterday, lectyred hepe last nigh€, a)mi»:^ to 
KiLM ARwocK to-morrow, to Dumfribs next day, -aiid the 
day after to Ga rlisle. I shall have to say a g^^eat deal 
about ^lis place, very near to v^hich is Loudon castie $ and 
^ couree, the Marqius of Hastings is here the chief lord 
of the country. I h»ve no time to say anything ait all as* to 
this place ; bi^ I will just say, that I wish Brougham and 
file *^ f^ehsofers'* had seen me come in yesterday, and had 
heard me make the church ring last night with a description 
of the conduct and future intentions of the Whigs, and had 
heard me urge the necessity of introdueing the English poor^ 
law into Scotland. That is all at present. 
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New Milns, Sunday, 4. November, 1832. 

At the dose of the last letter, I informed my readers that 
I had arrived in this little and most beautifully -situated 
manufacturing town, which is an ancient borough of the 
cnunly of Ayr, and of which I shall have to say a good 
deal by-and-by, after I have gone back, in order to do Eome- 
thing like justice to the banks of the Clyde, and after I 
have pursued my rout from Glasgow to this place. 

The Clyde, the firth, harbours, and commerce of which 
I baje spoken of sufficiently, takes its rise in ihe t<ifty hills 
which divide the counties of Peebles and iDuMFitiEs 
from the county of L.ivark, Like other great rivers, it 
has tributary streama falling into it ; but it becomes a great 
river soon after it has tumbled over the celebrated ialls of 
Lanark. No man living has ever beheld, in my opinion, 
a river, the banks of which presented a greater number and 
a greater variety of views, or more beautiful views, than 
those which are presented to the eye on the banks of tha 
Clyde. Some persons delight most in level pastures on 
the banks of rivers ; some ia woods of trees of various huM ; 
some in hills rising up here and there nearnr to, or more 
distant from, the banks, some of the hills clothed with woods 
and others with verdure; others {delighting more in utility 
than in show) seek on the sides of rivers for an intermixture 
of corn-Gelds, pastures, and orchards; others (having a. 
taste for the wilder works of nature) want to see deep banks, 
some of them three or four hundred feet liigh, with wooda 
clinging to their sides down to the water's edge ; while 
there are others (caring nothing about sterility so that they 
have the romantic) that are not satisfied unless they see tha 
waters come foatning and tumbling down rocks thirty or 
forty feel high, with perpendicular sides, as if cleft by a 
convulsion of nature, and these side rocka crowned at the i 
top with every variety of trees, over the tips of which yoo, 
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from the opposite bank, see the verdant land covered with 
cattle and with sheep^ or the arable land with corn or with 
turnips, the finest that the eyes of man ever beheld. Such 
are some of the various tastes of. various persons : let them 
all come to the banks of the Clyde, and each will find that 
which will gratify, as far as this matter goes, e?ery wish of 
his heart. 

I do not by any means exaggerate in any one particular. 
In Scotland or out of Scotland, justice to my subject as well 
as to my readers would bid me say this ; but lam not 
sure .that I should say it if I were not sure that I shall be 
out of Scotland before it can possibly be read. To be sure, 
the kind treatment that I received from every soul that I 
came near, gentle or simple, on the banks of this river, was 
extremely well calculated to make everything appear to me 
*' couleur de rose " and, if I had been forty years younger, 
it might well have apologized (considering who were some 
of the persons from whom I received it) for a very consider- 
able degree of exaggeration ; but any description that I can 
give is very far. short of the reality. I have always taken 
great delight in viewing the earth in almost all its shapes, 
and in contemplating its various productions. Born in a 
very beautiful valley, lying in the midst of the wildest heaths 
in the world, but which heaths are continually presenting 
to the eye of the traveller little beautiful spots, I contracted 
the habit, when a child, of comparing one of these beauties 
with another, and the habit has stuck to me throughout my 
whole life. In Nova Scotia and in the United States of 
America, how often have I stood to admire the water* falls 
in the rocky creeks, with lofty banks, trees growing out of 
the interstices in the rocks 1 How often have I wished that 
every soul in England were there to see the same ! These 
creeks, as they call them^ are cross rivers, falling into the 
great river ; some of them mere little streams ; others, such 
as we should call rivers ; just thus it is with the tributary 



streams of the Cl <de, with this di^ereQCe, that, ia Ameiica, 
tlie surrounding cnuotrj' conBists of endless woods ; whereas, 
on the banks of tliese Scotch crcvks you see the green hille 
or the corn-fielda over the tips of the trees that covet the 
lofty hanks. Tlreie creeks have all their falU upon a 
smaller scale. Tfae Clyde itself has three grand/a//*; 
the lirBt in going up the river, a little nearer Gi.asoow than 
the borough of Lanark; the second about three miles 
farther up; and the third about a mile above that; aod 
beyond that the river, comparatively insignificant in sin, 
irinds gently through a moory tract of land lying at tfaa 
foot of the mountains. The first uf these falls brings tha_ 
vater down sixty feet from the bed above ; the second 
about eighty feet ; the third not go much. The middle 
falls are JuEt above the manufacturing village of Nbw 
Lakark ; the vast and various machinery of wliioii is put 
in motion by the waters, taken in a most curious manner out 
of the river, and applied to these purposes. This New 
Lanark, of which we have heard so mnch as connected 
with the name of Mr. Owen, stands upon a Httle flat, 
which nature has made on one bank of the river, on which 
the manufacturing buildings stand, and also dwelling-houses 
for the work-peopie. This village is about a mile and a 
half from the town of Lan-ark. At one end of it is a 
beautiful park, which, tngether with its mansion, are occu- 
pied by Messrs. Walkers, who are managers of this manu. 
facturing concern on account of a company called the 
" New Lanark Company." This house and park were 
the residence of Lord Juslics Cleric, Mr. Queen, who was 
made Lord Bracksfield (the name of this seat), after 
his famous works with regard to Muir, Palmbh, Ger' 
itALD, and Margarot, those parhamentary reformeri 
who were transported by the sentence of this man. In this . 
house, which looks down into the Clyde, at about 1 
hundred yards distance, and is ia every lespect as beatrtiM i 
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Kn^i^ot ae can well be imagined, 1 was lodged in the very 
n which contained tlie present imperial slaugliterer 
of the Poles, and the present Lord CHANCELion, who, in 
his way, is fdl as great a ma.n ae the other, and enlirled ta 
Inll as much admiration. In going from the town of Lan- 

. ARK, down to the new village, you come to a spot, as yoR 
Jeeceod the lull, where you have a full view of the great 
Ittlls of the Clyde, with the accumpanying rocks and 
woods which form the banlts of the river. At the same 
time you aee the green hills, and the caltle and sheep feed' 
ing on ihem, at the summits of the hanks on each side, and 
over the tops of the trees. The fine buildings of the fac- 
tories are just under you ; and this, all taken togctlier, is by 
fer the most beautiful sight that my eyes ever briieW. 

We went up to the very edge of the fells, Btood upim 

k the lips of the rocks and looked down upon the smokinj 
In the crevices near the tops of the rocks, tha 

r jackdaws have discovered inaccessible places fur depositing 
fteir nests ; and here I saw such multitudes of that bird, 
snch as ! had never seen before. There were thousands 
opOD thousands of them skimming about over a aott of 

L bay, fonned by the twirling water after it cornea down llie 

f falls. I could see that their mouths were open, but the noise 

" af the water prevented me from hearing iheir chattering, for 
wtrich I was very sorry, as thesame noise necessarily prevented 
them from hearing an invitation which I gave them, to come 
npand take possession of Lord Holland's new church, in 
♦'Addison Road," near " Cato Collage" and " Homer 
Villa," la the sensible pariah of Kensington. On the 
aide of the rising hill, on one side of these falls, is the seat 
of Lady Mary Ross, sister of the Duke of Leinster, 
who has very kindly had paths made in her woods, for the 
convenience of persons coming to see the fells. On the 
other side are the remains of an old castle (rising up amongst 
Bie trees) called CoHEHOUSE Castle, near to whiA is. *i>s 



I" 



mat ef a Mr. Cbahstoun, a Loid of Session, who has now 
(he title of Lord Cohehouse. 

After haviug been to the fallf , we came back tltr()us;b the. | 
manufacturing village. All is here arraogeil with great ' 
sVill; and everything that you behold, divelling places of 
the people (about fourteen hundred ia number) ; their ' 
drenEes ; theii' skins; all bespoke cleaDlinesa and well being; : 
a,\\ savoured of tile Quaker. I have never been iutu an; i 
manufacturing place without reluctance, and I positively re* 
fused to go into any of theni here, alleging, that I had no 
understanding of the matter, (hat the wondrous things that 
are perforined in these places, only serve, when 1 behold jj 
them, to withdraw my mind from things which I do under- I 
stand. Mr. BcLi, prevailed upon me, during my first visit 9 
to the Clide, to atop at a. manufacturing village, belonging ( 
to Messrs. Monteith, at a place called Blanttre. '> 
Here the water-wheels were wnnderfu! (o behold ; but they J 
afforded nothing interesting (o me, who thnught a great deal . 
mate abuut tlie condition of the people, which appeared to I 
be very good here also, than I did about the cause of the - 
movement, ur about the mechanical effects of the machines. J 
Being at New Lanark, lion-ever, 1 was rather curious to | 
know whether there was any reality in what we had heard 1 
about the eifecta of the Owen " fcelosofy ." I had always 1 
understood that he had been the author of his own great 
fortune, and the founder of this village ; but 1 found, that | 
the establishment had been founded by a Mr. Dale, whu 
had had two or three daughters with great fortunes; that 
Mr. OwEx had got one of these daughters, and one of these , 
fortunes; that Mrs. Owen had been dead for some years; 
that the concern had long been in other hands ; that tha 
only part of it which was ever of his invention, was a large 
building, in which the " Jeelosoflcai " working people were 
intended to eat and drink in common ; that they never did 
this ; that there bad been a place at some distance from 
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Lanark, fixed upon for the execution of the "Owek 
PLAN ;** that a large space had been surrounded with a higk 
stone wall for the purpose ; that the scheme bad been aban- 
doned ; and that the wall had been taken down, and sold as 
old stones ! The building, in New Lana rk, which Owen 
had erected for the " feelosofers ** to carry on their com* 
munity of eating and of drinking, is used as a school- room ; 
and here I saw boys in one place, and girls in another place, 
under masters appointed for the purpose, carrying on what 
is called " education." There was one boy pointing with a 
stick to something stuck up upon the wall, and then all the 
rest of the boys began bawling out what that was. In one 
Jarge room they were all singing out something at the word 
of command, just like the tribe of little things in Bolt-court^ 
who there stun the whole neighbourhood with singing ** Ood 
save the King,'^ " the Apostles creed," and the " Pence 
table,** and the fellow, who leads the lazy life in the teaching 
of whom, ought to be sent to raking the kennel, or filling a 
dung-cart. In another great apartment of this house, there 
were eighteen boys and eighteen girls, the boys dressed in 
Highland dresses, without shoes on, naked from three inches 
above the knee, down to the foot, a tartan plaid close round 
the body, in their shirt sleeves, their shirt collars open, each 
having a girl by the arm, duly proportioned in point of size, 
the girls without caps, and without shoes and stockings ; 
and there were these eighteen couples, marching, arm in 
arm, in regular files, with a lock-step, slow march, to the 
sound of a fiddle, which a fellow, big enough to carry a 
quarter of wheat, or to dig ten rods of ground in a day, was 
playing in the corner of the room, with an immense music 
book lying open before him. There was another man who 
was commanding officer of the marching couples, who, after 
having given us a march in quick step as well as slow step, 
twere disposed of in dancing order, a business that they 
.seemed to perform with great regularity and elegance;' and. 
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it waa quite imposBible to see the half'iiaked lads of tm>1rG 
or thirteen, pulling their arms rouad the waists of the thinijr. 
cisd girls of the Hame age, witliout clearly percelying the 
maoifest tendency of (his mode of education, to prevent 
"premature marriages" and to " check population." 

It IB difficult to delerinine, whether, when people are 
huddled together in this wnnatural state, this sort of eoldiei^ 
sliip discipline may or may not be necessary to effect the 
purposes of schooling ; but I should think it a very strange 
thing, if a man, calculated to produce effect by his learning, 
could ever come to perfection from a beginning like this. It 
is altogether a. thing that I abhor. I do not say that it may 
not be useful when people arc thus unnaturally conG^^gated ; 
and, above all things, I am not disposed to bestow censure 
on the mulives of the parties pinmoting this mode of edu- 
cation ; for the sacrifices which they make, in order to give 
eucceM to their schemes, clearly prove that their motives are 
benevolent ; but I am not tlie less convinced that it is > 
melancholy thing to behold ; that it is the reverse uf domeilic 
life; thai it reverses the order of nnture; that it makes 
minds a Gction ; and, which is amongst the greatest of its 
evils, it fashions the rising geueration to habits of implicit 
submission, which is only another term for civil and political 
elavcry. However, the consolation is, that it is impoHlble 
that it ever should become anything like general in any 
nation. The order of the world demands that nrne-leDlhs of 
the people shontd be employed nn, and in the affairs of, the 
land; being bo employed, tliey must be scattered about , 
widely ; and there must be homes and domestic life for tlie ] 
far greater part of the rising generation. When men coa- i 
tract a fondness for anything which has a great deal of 
novelty and of strangeness in it; when they brood over a 
contemplation of some wonderful discovery which tlwy 
think they have made ; when they suffer it long to absorb 1 
all the powers of iheir minds ; when they have been in ihk 
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«tBte for any considerable length of time, they really become 
JItad, as far aa relates to the matter which has thus abgorbed 
^1 their mental faculties; and they think tbemseLves more 
^iae than all th^ rest of mankind, in exact proportion to the 
degree of their madoeas. It is uofoi'lunate enough when 
Calliex of this sort lead only to dJGapiiointirient and ridicule; 
but tlie parlies become objects of real compassion, when the 
eccentric fully produces dissipation of tbrtune and the ruin 
«f families, 

From this account of the " OwEs-PLnif " I come te 
something a great deal more pleasant, the Dumerous and 
.pleiiliful and beautiful orchards on the banks of the Cltde, 
two great tributary riveTs, theCA[;LD£K and tlie 
, and on the banks of the numerous ^'firts, which ter- 
minate when they arriue at one or the other of these rivers, 
^ow, I have seen the orchards over tiie greater part of 
pevonshirc, Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordsliire, 
itnd Worceetershire. 1 have seen the orchards in Peoa- 
fljlvaaia. New Jersey, and in that " garden of America," 
X^ug Island ; and 1 have never seen 6ner orchards than on 
the banks above mentioned ; and 1 have never seen, at ooe 
time, a more beautiful show and variety of apples, than I 
«kw on the table of Mr. Hamilton, of Dalzei.l-House, 
pn the 29. of October. The apples, pears, and plums, were 
gathered in ; but there were tlw trees, and the leaves still 
fipoa them ; and more clear, more thriving trees I never saw ; 
»ud 1 believe that some of them surpassed, in point of size, 
^ny that X had ever seen in my hfe. At the exquisitely beau- 
iiful place of Mr, Archibald Dol-glas, called Maulda- 
I^E Castle, which is situated iu a beautiful flat, nashed 
on one side by theCLVue, and having a semi-circular wood 
running round the back of it at a convenient distance; at this 
place I aaw, standing out in the park as ornamental trees, 
I APple-trees, which 1 thought extended their lateral branchce 
I to twenty feel in every direction from the trunk of the tree^ 
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nhicb, observe, is a circumference of a hiiodred and tiventj 
feet, forming a shade quite sufficient (or fifty nxeo to lie 
dowu in. These trees ivere strai^bt in the trunks, and their 
lop shoots {lertectly vi^oruus aod clean. I may have bccd 
larger trees in Herefordshire and Long Island ; but I do not 
think that 1 ever did see any so fine, taking tnmk, branches, 
and cleanneos, altogether. But these line orchards are 
general, all the way up the ClviiK,, from very near Gl.AS- 
cow to the falls of that river, Mr. PiitSTlCE, the editor 
of the Glasgow Chronicle, has the good sense to have a 
pietty considerable farm, at six or seven miles from Glas- 
Gow. About three English acres of his land form a garden 
and orchard, the trees of which are about six years old, very 
fiae, ifuitc free from cajiker, bearing very fine fruit. The 
cherry.trees are very fioe also; the plum-trees are fine; 
and an orchard is not a mere matter of ornament or of 
pleasure here, but of prodigious profit ; under the apple and 
pear-trees are gooseberry or currant-bushes, very well ma- 
naged in general ; and these orchards very frequently yield 
more ikon a hundred pounds sterling ia one year from an 
Engtisli acre nf land ! This year, it ia very curious, that 
the crop of apples andpeara has been ao extraordinarily small, 
while it has been so extraordinarily large in all the apple 
counties of England. Like other things, the fruit here has 
fallen in price since the time of the PANIC, in spile of the 
" c/iertsAerf one-pound notes," as Sir Joim Sinclair calls 
tlieni. Money has not grown up " like grass vnder the 
flow's moulh," as Mr. Attwood says it ought ; and there- 
fore the pecuniary produce of orchards, like that of fields 
and manufactories, has been greatly diminished. But these 
orchards are alivays a source of very considerable incoiiie, 
I think that my friend Mr. M'Gavin, of Hamilton, toW 
nie that his orchard, which is less than an English acre, 
has yielded him eighty pounds a year, clear money; and it 
is no uncommon ihiug for the proprietor of ten or a dozen 
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acres> to sell the fruit by aaction upon .the tree, for some- 
thiog approaching a hundred pounds an acre. In our apple 
counties no man thinks of anything but firuit to make cider 
and perry : here^ the whole is table-fruit ; and, as I said 
before, I have never seen so great a ^'ariety of fine applet in 
England, at one time, as I saw upon the table of Mr. 
Hamilton, of Dalzell-House. This orcharding is a 
real busuiess ; it is conducted in a very excellent manner; 
a cultivation of the land generally takes place amongst the 
trees ; the trees are kept in a very nice state ; 1 saw scarcely 
any canker; no cotton-blight ; and in very few orchards did 
I see any moss, though I did see it in some. 

Amongst other pleasing things belonging to these orchards, 
Mr. Stewart (the proprietor of some very fine orchards) 
has some American trees, sent to him by me, which are jubt 
beginning to bear, and he gave me a very fine apple which 
had been gathered from one of them this year. ** Cast your 
bread upon the waters,'* says the precept, ** [and have 
patience to wait to see it return." I sent from England to 
Long Island, to Mr. Jesse Platt, to send me some 
cuttings of apple-trees ; they came to me at Kensington ; 
Mr. M'Gavin, at Hamilton (four hundred miles from 
Kensington), got some of the cuttings after they came 
from Long Island ; he put some of them upon some of the 
branches of his trees : and he showed me a bough which 
had proceeded from this cutting, from which he gathered 
forty pounds weight of fine apples last year ! What a deal 
have I done in my life-time to produce real and solid good 
to my country ! and how different has been the tendency 
of my pursuits to that of the pursuits of the noisy, cant* 
ing, jawing, popularity-hunting, newspaper-puffing fellow, 
Bro OGHAM, who, or whose partisans, cannot point to one 
single good thing that he has ever accomplished ! 

Mr. Hamilton, of Dalzell, took me and Mr. Bell 
to Lanark, as I have before meationed, on the Istof No- 
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character of brother tree-planter) with a copy of hia 
hook on the removing and planting of trees. Thii book is 
□lit la be read in a hurry, being full of principles and of 
Ecience; but before I got to Allantok, in spite of (/inner- 
ing and other hubbubing, I contrived to find time to read 
Home part of the book. Sir Henry Steuaiit lifes in a 
very ancient family mansion, in the midst of hia own mode- 
Tstely-sized estate. He found the itpot around the house 
destitute of trees, and, therefore, destitute of beauty ; and 
he has actually, by his own mechanical operations, made it 
as pretty a landscape as can possibly be imagined. A run 
of water, or rather a soak, that came down n sort of swamp, 
he has turned into a very beautiful lake ; and, as to trees, 
he has brought them, of ail sizes, from the sire of yoor 
leg to the size of your body, and a great deal bif ger, and 
placed them about upon the ground just where he pleased. 
Landscape has been hia study, and anything in greater per- 



' relates to trees, i 
are notonly of the proper 
it only present the great- 
given them, as to kind, 
a slate of vigorous 



n than this, 
impossible to conceive. The ti 
sorts, but in their proper places 
est possible variety that nature has ; 
height, and form ; but every tree it 
growth, having an appearance of having grown from a seed 
upon the spot; shouts at the tops of tliem two or three feet 
long ; and not leaving the smallest room to suppose that 
they had ever been removed at all. How many country 
mansions are there in England that stand in need of the 
handof Sir Henry Stevart I He showed me trees u 
big round as my body, which he had caused to be taken mp 
and canied a mile, or thereabouts, and to be planted when' i 
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1 saw then), at an eyjienBe of about fifteen ehillinga 
To kaow how he has done all tliis, ymt must read his bode, 
it being impossible for Die to give any thing like an adequate 
description of the eperation. 

From Sir Hen hy Steuaht's, which lies a few miles 
distaot from (he Clyde, we came back to Dalzei.l- 
House, on our way to Glasgow, pasting through the 
estate of Sir James Stewaiit, at CouRTNitss; and here 
e of the prettiest hedges that 1 had ever Geen in 
my life. They are composed of a mixture of beech and of 
whitethorn, with a great predominance of the former. They 
are about Beven feet high from the ground to the top; the 
base about seven feet wide, aod nicely clipped on both sides 
Up to a ridge. The fields, in one part that we went through, 

G tine pasture: on the side there was a dairy of beauti- 
ful Ayrshire cows, and over the other hedge a little drova 
of Weet Highland cattle, feeding into fat beef. These 
hedges are very common all over Lanarkshire. Sometimes 
they are clipped into the shape of a loail, lower or higher, 

jrding to the fancy of the owner, and always in good 
tute. On our way we were shown the seal of Sir Alex- 
:t CociiRANE, and then, passing through the grounds, 
and close by the house, of Lord BELnAYF.N, we came to 
Mr. Hamilton's, at Dalkf.ll, which is, after all the 
eodless variety of pretty country seats on the Ci.Y 
n the Caulder, the Aves, and on all tlie glen; 
are tributary to these larger waters, the place at which, if 
mere to be compelled to reside io Scotland, i woukl.choi 
side, lu pointof beauty, Mr, Douglas's, at M**! 
:, does, perhaps, e.xceed all the test. A Mr. LoclfUAi 
has a most beautiful place, fine woods, trees of great height 
asd girth, where I was shown a Spanish chestuut-tree, 
twenty-foar feet round; another Mr. Lockuart has a 
beautiful seat on tiie Clyde. In short, it is all such a 

IB of pretty places, and all with stone-built maasions. 
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of Llie most solid structiiie, iaA in tlie best po^ible 
taste ; tliBt one ia at a Io)s to aty which one would like 
best; but, if I were compelled It) choose, I would choose 
Mr. H.isiii,TO\'s, of DALZiii.L. Theniosl amiable man- 
ners of the parlies witliio niighe have enuie sway vrilU me in 
tins decisiuu, Imt the place itself was just lo my taste; the 
bouse a very andeiit struclure, with plenty of room; from 
the windows iif one end you look into a deep glen, >vherc the 
waters come tiimhhng over rocks, and ivash, in the time of 
high wat<-r, the walls of the aiicieat castle ; tlie trees in tins 
glen, ashes, beeches, oaks, elms, as tall, and nearly as 
straight, as the tulip'trces in the gleiis in America, with all 
sorts of native underwood, not forgetting an abundance of 
jews; thebfidgesacroBS tliisgleo; the walks winding about 
on eacli aide of it; the orchards, and the fruit Ireos mixed 
amongst forest trees, seen from the windows of the other 
parts of the house ; the fine low lands and meadows (at the 
end of the pleasant walks tlirough the orchards), down upon 
the banks of the CLYnK, where it runs as smouih as if there 
were not a rock in the country, and whure it is lined with 
beeches and sycamores and aslies, as large and as lofty as I 
ever saw: then, on the other side of the house, at the end 
of half-a-mile of gentle up-hill, throngli some very line plan- 
tations of larches and of oaks, a farm-house and farm-yard, 
and pastures with dairy cows feeding,-and Highland cattle 
fatting: all these put together, made me think this the place, 
of all the places in Scotland, that 1 should like to live at. < 
There is nothing lo he called a view from the house itself; 
but, on a part of the estalc, where thii bank of the Clide 
becomes steep and lofiy again, there is a view of tlie CLYbz, 
and of the grand palace and park of the DuVe of Hamil- 
ton ; there is a view here, to behold which all strangers 
are taken to see. 1 did not think it equal to the view at 
Lanark ; but it is very fine, very grand, and is the boart 
of the Clyde. 
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Well, tbeOy should I not like to live here better than 
amidst the really barren heaths and sands of Surrey, with 
only here and there a little dip of ground on which it is 
worth while to bestow labour ? Oh ! that is quite another 
matter. To live here is a proposition not to be decided on 
without consulting the heart as well as the eye. That 
philosophy was quite sound which said that '^ our last best 
country ever is at home ;" and mind, where you do not find 
this feeling implanted in the breast, nature has not done her 
work well. Where there is not this feeling, there will be 
but a very feeble love of country ; for we go on, first, from 
our own families and neighbours and parish to our own 
counties; then to our own country at large ; and, observe 
as long as you will, you will find that he who is not more 
attached to the spot on which he was born than to any other 
spot of his country, will very easily bring himself to like 
any other country as well as his own. Hence it is that we 
always find the patriot-passion most strongly implanted 10 
the hearts of the common people ; and if it had not been 
more strongly implanted in those hearts than in those of the 
renegado pretended higher orders and /eelosojers, who have 
gone from Scotland to England, Scotland would, at this day, 
have been wholly abandoned, instead of presenting, as it 
does, such a mass of public-spirited men, resolved upon a 
restoration of their rights. 

It is curious, that, the substratum of the land here is just 
that sort of red stone which is everywhere the substratum 
in Devonshire, Somersetshire, Herefordshire, Worcester- 
shire, and Gloucestershire^ which are the counties of 
orchards. Sometimes here is white stone beneath; but» 
generally speaking, it is red ; and the top soil is very fre- 
quently red also ; and here is iron stone frequently fou/id 
near the top of the ground ; and coals are everywhere at 
no great distance, precisely a^ it is in the vicinity of 
Ross in Herefordshire; and the rocky glens here^ precisely 

L 
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TeUDible those of the forest of Dean, aud on tlie banka of 
tiie Wy£. I believe that this vein of red ground ajid au 
nia> (he whole length of the ialand, for I have traced it 
front Devonshire to CovsNTay, with my on-o e^es. I Gad 
it here upon the Clvoe; and, I dare say, it ivinds about 
(til it cooiea out somewhere or other at the north end of the 
island. Wherever apiiles will grow well, HOPS will geoe- 
lally grow. In a ReghUr, written last suramer, 1 observed, 
that, if it were not for this grinding and taxing system of 
Government, people would grow their own hops all over the 
kingdom ; that God had given them to us, to grow up spon- 
taneously ; that I had seen them growing in the hedges 
from the Isle of Wight tt) Lancashire, and that I made ua 
doubt, that they were to be found in the Higlilauds of Scot- 
land. During the time that I was aa the Cltdk, Mr. 
Hamilton took me lo see the " wild catcle" of the Duke 
of Hauiltun, whiuh are kept, ^i'Ae deei; on apart of his 
«state on ilie banks of the Aveh ; which cattle, when of 
full size, are about the size of the Devonshire cattle : they 
are all over white, except the ears and the nose, which are 
black; they are wild, juat like deer, fed in the winter as 
deer are fed, caught as deer are caught, or shot as deer are 
shot. They form a eort of lieir-loom of the family ; and are 
kept, as if they were such, in the e.xclusive posaession of the 
family. In our way to see these cattle, we stopped at the 
houGe of Lady Ritthven, which is situated williin thirty 
or forty yardi of the top of one of the banka of the Avkn, 
These banks are two or three hundred feet high, set with 
trees as thickly as possible, beeches, birches, and ashes, all 
growing beautifully up out of the interstices of the rocks, 
upon a bed of which the river comes rattling over below. 
On the side of the bank on which Lady Ruthvbn's house 
stands, a beautiful garden has been made by raouldiug the 
bank into the form of steps resembling stairs. A little dis- 
tance above this gardea (he river takes a wind ; a little 
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^stance below tke garden, joQ see the river parsing utfder 
two bridges at some distanoe from each otlher^ over which 
two roads pass, both of which, I beliere, are turnpikes : so 
that this is one of the prettiest spots that man ever set hi»- 
eyes on ; and as if Providence had designed that nothiog.. 
should be wanting, there were, within the house, some rery 
polite and obliging ladies^ one of whom, was, I was tM^^ 
Miss Stirling a cousin of Mrs. Haiset, or Holset, of 
Henley-park, in the county of Surrey ; and a portrait of 
which MisS Stirling I, if I were forty years younger, should 
certainly attempt to draw, however impossible it might \m 
for me to come up to the original. In this garden we found- 
some hops growing f a branch of which I gathered and dried, 
and have now very carefully packed up to take to London , 
along with a variety of apples, which I intend to exhibit at 
Bolt'Conrt, to the astonishment, I dare say, of nine tenths 
even of the Scotchmen that are living in London, of whom 
I never yet met one who seemed to know anything at all 
about his own country, and who did not seem to assent to 
the sententious and dogmatical lies of old Dr. Johnsok, 
who, from the remissness of Scotchmen themselves, has 
been suffered to misrepresent their country, and to propagate 
mischievous error concerning it, from one end to the other 
of the world. Mr. Hamilton told me, with regard -toAcjps,. 
that their growing upon the banks of the Clyde, wai^ by na 
means a new discovery ; for that, his father had a whole piece 
of ground in Jtops sixty years ago; that this piece of gropnd- 
is now an orchard, and is called the ^ hop-garden or chard J^ 
There are, besides coal-mines, innumerable iron works otr 
the banks of the Clyde as you approach towards Qlas* 
oow. We went over the bridge, called Botiiwell-* 
BRIDGE, where the famous battle was fought, in 1679, 
between the Covenanters and the army of Charles I., under 
the Duke of Monmouth, or, rather, between the Covenanters 
and the English troops and the Royal Scotch troops unitjfd, 
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And this has always been the way with Scotland and Ire- 
land : always kept down by domestic defection : always 
like the distant Roman provinces. But, it was Cromwell 
who was the great deatroyei*. He must have been in 
reality, what Burke calls an " architect of ruin;" for, 
everywhere, in Scotland as well as England, when thej 
show you a disfigured and partly-demolished edi£ce, they 
ascribe the mischief to Cromwell. Like the devil, 
old Noll, as the cavaliers used to call him, seems to 
have been everywhere and in all places at one and 
the same time. The Scotch of the present day, as 
well as the Irish, seem to think, that he was the 4evil 
for the time being. But, the Scotch sent forth a worse 
devil than Cromwell, of whom they 'do not seem to enterr 
tain a just degree of abhorrence; namely, that surprisingly 
wicked old vagabond, Burnett, who was born here, near 
one of these beautiful banks of the Clyde, and after whona 
they name one of their plums, of which they grow a great 
abundance. This crafty fellow did more mischief by his 
quiet scheme^ than Cromwell ever did by his bayonets, 
bullets, and cannon. 

• While I acknowledge, with great gratitude, the politeness, 
the kindness, the unaffected hospitality, with which I was 
everywhere received, by persons of fortune and of fashion in 
Scotland, and particularly on the banks of the Clyde, lam 
not stupid beast enough to ascribe their conduct towards me 
to any merit that they thought me to possess. It is possible, 
indeed, that, in some of the instances my manners (so 
•different irom what the atrocious villains of the press had 
■taught them to expect) might have excited feelings of rather 
a fiiendly character ; but I ascribe their treatment of me to 
their natural good disposition and their polite education ; 
and their manifest desire to see me, I ascribe solely to that 
curiosity which must naturally have been excited in their 
minds^ to see a man whose name the accursed newspapers. 
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hired and bribed by the accursed corruption, had made to 
reach the ears of every human being in the kingdom ; and 
in which man, this band of incomparable villains, hired and 
paid by this incomparable feeder of villany, had made all 
the world believe that there was something more than mor- 
tal. While, therefore, I shall always be proud of the atten« 
tion shown me by gentlemen so respectable, and by ladies so 
amiable, I would have it understood that I am not coxcomb 
enough to ascribe it to any other than the true cause. 

Before I quit the Clyde, to uhich the reader will say I 
cling, as Adam is said to have clung to Paradise, there is 
somelhing which I have to mention, of which I am still 
more proud than of the things just treated of; something 
that rouses the politician again, drives away the waterfalls 
and the trees and the orchards, and which would, were it 
not a shame, make me forget even the Scotch ladies amongst 
the rest! I mentioned before that Mr. Hamilton took 
me and Mr. Bell to Lanark, on the 1. of November, 
and that I \|as to lecture in the town of Lanark in the 
evening of that day ; to do which I had received an invita- 
tion from my readers in that town, to which invitation I had 
given my answer that I would do it. As we were going to 
Lanark from Mr. Douglas's at Mauldslie Castle, 
we saw, out in the middle of a field, near a cottage, a blue 
flag flying at the top of a long pole. When we got near 
enough to see what was upon it, we saw that there was a 
GRIDIRON painted in colours of gold, with these words 
over it : *' COBBETT TRIUMPHANT ;*' and on the other 
side, •* PERSEVERANCE, PUBLIC VIRTUE, JUS- 
TICE TO THE WORKING PEOPLE." And, which 
added prodigiously to the interest of the thing, this flag had 
been made for the purpose of a reform jubilee, at Lanark, 
and had been carried at that jubilee long before my coming 
to Scotland ! Now, I will not bid the grovelling, the envi- 
ous, the mercenary, the bribed, the base, the bloody villains 
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fif the London pr€M to look hi this ; but I will bid Lord Grey 
to look at it, as something very well worthy of his attea* 
tiop. I will beg him not to try to make up a laugh, as ho 
didy ia the Court of King's Bench, while four thousand peo* 
pie were muttering out ^* shame, shame," at my description 
4if the shearing of the heads of two girls in Sussex by one of 
St URGES BouiiNE*s hired overseers; I wilibeghim not t# 
try to muster up a laugh at the history aiui description of 
this flag ; but, seriously to consider, what will finally be the 
consequences, if he and the sergeant WILDE Ministry 
persevere in obstinately pursuing the conduct of their 
predecessors, in turning a deaf ear to every thing prj^ 
posed by me ! Let him seriously consider this ; let kim 
consider whether the question between Whig and Tory, 
be BOt now a mere trifle, compared with the question, 
whether my principles shall prevail^ or whether they 
shall not: whether, in other words, the Mancxjestea 
propositions cu'e to be adopted or rejected. But, to do 
justice to these good people of the town of Lav ark, I must 
inwrt the address^ which was read .to me by the chairman 
of the committee before I began my lecture, in the presence 
'Of the audience assembled in the oiiurch, and which address 
was as follows : delivered to me in writing, after it had 
been read : 

" TO WILLIAM COBBETT, ESQ. 

^* Sir, — We, your readers in Lanark and its vicinity, 
** take the liberty to express ourselves highly grati&ed by 
** your visit to this place. We have long considered. you 
** the most enlightened political writer of the present day ; 
** the most honest exposer of the lieartless insolence and 
^^ specious cheatery of public men* You have associated 
.^' yourself with our best feelings as haters of corruptias, 
**" with our highest aspirations as lovers of our countiiy, 
^ and above all with our n^ost anxious hopes coonccUid 
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"^^ vrith the Iftbouring people. With eftleeto fiever iortei^ 
^' rupted, we have accompanied you through many yoait 
of intellectual labour and excitement, and with pleasure 
indescribable we are n<m beginning to taete the result f 
a recruit rendered greatly itiore important to your fkm#^ 
*^ because of the unjust atid disgnlceful persecution i9 
'* which you have been subjected, and the immeasuraM 
magnitude ef the THING'S power. Sio we are deeplf 
" grateful to you for your exertions in the good x^anse ; w* 
** are proud that there is at least one featless^ one indts^ 
** pendent man in England^ We rejoi<ie that your chafao^ 
^' ter and merits are now becomitig rightly understood and 
** duly appreciated i that your triumph oyer baseness tmi, 
** misrepresentatioft will dpeedily be complete, add that cob* 
*^ sequently your power of putting to rights the affairs cC 
** this great country will be increased ft thousand fold. 
*' (S^ed ia th^r behalf,) 

DftovoHAif aad Dies PoTTEit, and such-like peof^ 
^U exclaim, '< Poll I what's that ! Those poor souls at 
** Lanark are quite ia a tftate of seelnsioa from the 
*' world/' Very true, Brovoham and Dicit; but liow 
the deTil did they come to hear of me in this their state af 
aeclusion ? These two, one a sort of simply spiteful simj^a- 
ton ; and the other a sort ef giddy^headed gOrmandiser af 
praise, that &eds on newspaper- pufis, as a magpie is said 
to delight most ia sucking ratten eggs; this couple wiD 
eome to a sort of puzzle upoa reading these strange proceed 
ings in Scotland. In England^ indeed, amongst the staok- 
burners and thrashing-machiae breakers, they will think it 
natural enough that I should have partisans; but in the 
country of *< antalhtCi,'* they will think the devil is gat into 
the people. '' I will send them down some of my friend 
the Aountebank'a pamphlets/' says DicA. *^ Mo," says 
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r, " send ihem down some of my Penny Ma- 

, my Lord GuEY, aud think a little 
for yourself about it. Look well at this little addhess 
from tbeee people at Lanauk; aod uk yourself what, 
except their own sincere conviction, could have made tbem 
KCt and epeak thus ? Ask yourself what jjoiver I could have. 
Influenced them to do litis ? What meana 1, uhom 
they had never Been before, and were, in all probability. 
e Bgaiu, could have had to induce them to do this 
deliberate act, tvbich cost them some paioE, and which, in 
I some little money ? No ! You will not rea- 
i present power in your handa. You will 
curl up your lip and draw up your nostrils, just as they did 
vhen NoAii was actually stepping into the ark. 

Before I quit Lanarkshire, it is right for me to 
observe, which 1 do with great pleasure, that the working 
people are treated much better here than in the Loth I a Ks; 
that the farms are smaller, the occupations numerous, the 
proprietorships not a few; that the farm- servants are fre- 
quently in the farm-houses, and that the " boolhie" system 
is by no means bo prevalent. Though, mind, small farms 
have been here moulded into large ones within the last thirty 
or forty years ; cottages have been swept away in very great 
numbers ; the people have been huddled together in great 
masses ; and tiiat every one of these masses has to exist 
under the continual scowl of a. barrack. As to agriculture, 
Lanarksiiike is a very fine county altogether ; it has & 
due mi.\ture of orchards, woods, corn-fields and pastures. 
Its cows are generally of the Avasii ire breed ; its neat- 
cattle, the West- Highlanders, and Highland fheep. Neat 
to Glasgow and Paisley, butter and milk are the chief 
products of the soil. The county is famous for its breed of 
horses ; and ihey are, indeed, very fine horses, whether for 
tiding or for draught. These horees, as is the custom all 
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over Scotland, go single, in a cart, and draw a ton weight 
very well, on a good road. They are not heavy, and yet 
they are stout. They are very much prized all over Scot- 
land ; and many of them are taken into England. Now, 
bidding adieu to Lan^arkshire for the present, and re- 
turning to my departure from Glasgow, on my way home, 
which departure I mentioned in my last Register^ I must 
here publicly bid farewell to Mr. Hamilton, of Da lz ell, 
which I do with every sentiment of gratitude for his great 
kindness to me, and with the most fervent prayers, that, at 
an age not less than that of his venerable father, he may 
-terminate a life, the happiness of which may meet with as 
little interruption as any that ever was experienced by any 
human being. 

On Saturday, the 3. of November, I set ofiF from Glas- 
gow towards England, in a post-chaise, accompanied by 
my friends, Mr. Bell and Mr. Turner, who took their 
leave of me at an inn on the road, about fourteen miles from 
Glasgow, where I changed horses. In quitting Glasgow 
we almost immediately entered Renfrewshire, and passed 
'across it into Ayrshire. A chain of hills intervenes and 
divides the two counties. For several miles from Glasgow 
the land is exceedingly good, naturally, besides the goodness 
which it derives from its nearness to so populous a city, 
and from its nearness also to Paisley, which we leave a 
little to our right. After this flat and fine land, we go over 
about seven or eight miles of high country, not under the 
plough, except here and there 5 having some bits of heath 
and furze here and there and some moory parts very full of 
rushes. This is not, however, by any means a barren 
country. There is grass to the tops of the hills ; and, these 
hills, even to their tops, have numerous herds of cows feed* 
ing upon them. Sometimes so few as ten in a herd ; but, 
very frequently as many tisjifty. Kingswell, the little 
place where we changed horses, is in Ayrshire, so £am<^t3& 
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ibt ila beauliful breed of Diilking cows, and fi>F the tncLkiDg 
of llikt cheese which is EO liighl^ prized all over Scotlaud, 
ajid all along the Eiiglt^li bitrdcr, under the aame at' 
Dui^Lop-ciicESE. DoNLor being a liule village, abmit six 
miles to the right of Kingsurll, and being id the middle 
of these extensive bills, which are pastures resembling our 
dovint in tlis weat of England ; but oo a bed of rock instead 
«£ a bod of chalk ; Goce of which latter, by-the-by, is to be 
aeoii, I hclici'e, to ibc nurtii of Dunstable, in Bodfordsbire. 
To see herds of cou-s instead of iloclts of sheep, nas a novel 
Biglit to me ; but this was quite enough In convince me, eveii 
before. I had made any inquiry at all relative to the dairies 
or the cheese, that iLis is not barren laud. From KiNoa- 
V £LL ive soon began to descend into a country of Gelds and 
woods ; and, coming down a hill, tuwuds a liver, by the 
side of a park set nith stately trees, we saw a flag ilj'iiig 
ttoca a. staff on the top of n fine castle, to dignity, as I sup- 
fwsed (after the manner of Duke Smith son), that the castle 
c<>ntaiued at liiat moment the precious deposit, consisting of 
its Lord, We wera yet a mile and a half from Niiw 
Mii.NS, that puljlic- spirited nianufactuiiug village, a da- 
putatiun from wiiicU had come on foot, twenty-four milas 
to Glasgow, to present that address to me wliioh 
was published in the RcgiUsr, dated from Glashow, and 
published in London on the 27. of October. Tlie thaise 
was yet a mile and a half from the village, when Uie 6oys 
(always the advauced guard) began to meet us in groups. 
As we advanced, the gniup greiv mure and more nuuieruus, 
and the parties ciimposing them continued to increase ia 
size, the sexes also becoming duplicate at the Bame time. 
Arrived at the very first house in the village, the commlttea, 
accompanied with three fiags, and a tremendously large 
ffridiroti on a pole, made for the purpose, met us, with . & 
request that [ would be so kind as to get out of the cjiaisft, 
and walk in the procession to the inn ; a request with which 



mplied, and on we went prercded by a drum 
and tife. It was a. g^eneral holiday in tlie village, every soul 
of which seemeif to be preaent, from the oldest person dovrn 
tu the baby in arms. Arrived at the inn, I found the magis- 
tiates of the GiTRnir, who are called bailifb, assemUed, 
■with a great number of bui^cBsea, to present me with the 
freedom of (tie Buhgh, winch they did in due form, defi- 
'verin; to me the necessary dncument, and I going through 
the nsuat Bolemiiitiea ; the chief bailiff stating, as the 
groiinda of thiamark of their respect and attachment, that 
(he people of the Burgh owed their political knowledge to 
me ; that the nation owed the reform, in their opinion, tn 
Bie more lliau to any other man, and more than to all other 
men put together ; and that they had more reliance upon 
tny future exertions than upon those of all other men, In 
nake the reform productive of good to the people. Upon 
iTceivirig the document into my hand, I said, " Gentlemen, 
•* I am a fteeman of a city, to obtain my fieedoio of which 
** (which I was compelled to do to lie enabled to carry on 
" my biisiness in it) I had to pay fifty pounds, and I would 
■' sell it now for the piice of a pot of beer, if it were not 
**' necessary to protect me against the persecutiim of thoee 
" who carry on the government of that city, the rulers of 
" which are amongst the lowest of maukind, who tax me 
* at their pleasure, who now make me pay a new-churoh- 
'" rate aud an old -church -rate, and give me no church to go 
•' to ; who tax me for the purpose of depriving my fellow- 
" citizens of Portsoken Ward of their rights; who ex- 
** pend the resources of the city in guttlings and guxzlings 
•* eoormoua, and who daily add to these oppreasions the 
•' unspeakable insult of taking away my money, for the pur- 
" poKc of purchasing gold buses and jewei-set swords, to be 
** given to men whom I class amongst the ruiners of my 
*' country. Fur these sufferings (tu which [ hope the reform 
■** of the Parliament will put an end) tliis mark of appro- 
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" batton from you is great compensation, especially u I 
" deem it a pledge on your part, that you wilt do your nb- 
*' most in supporting Die, and men like m#, in our efiorts la 
" obtaiu redrees fur those manifold and sore grievances, of 
" which those that I have just mentioned form a part," 

I now found that the castle which 1 had seen with the 
flag flying upon it, was Loudos-castle, the seat of the 
Marquis of HasTiNGs; and I further found, that this 
Marquis had expressed his desire that I might not be per- 
■ milted to lecture in the great church of the place, which 
led me to observe on divers things connected with this Mar- 
quis's relationship to the public affairs, with regard to which 
I might have been siient, if I had not heard this. How wise 
these people are ! What pains they take to get themselves 
beloved, and to have their unsightly parts kept from people's 
eyes! Will lliey never see? Puppies and kittens see at 
nine days old, though born hliad. There was some excuse 
for impudent Aylesfdiid, when he and his brutal teaaat, 
signed and published a protest against the innkeeper Bt 
Meriden, becaJise he suffered me to be iti his inn, 
though I was very ill from a horrible cold, and required reM 
for a day or two; there was, on the score of prudence, 
some excuse for impudent Ati.es ford, the THING being 
then unshaken ; hut now, when there is bank reform and 
church reform, as well as parliamentary reform, ail in agi- 
tation ! Well, let them go on ; let them be blind to the laat ; 
let them do nothing that shall make one feel regret, whatever 
may take place. 

It was my intention, agreeably to the notification that had 
been given, just to harangue the people of this excellent 
Tillage, in the middle of ihe day; and then, to push on, 
and let:ture at Kilmarnock (seven miles disiani) in the 
evening. I found, however, that the disappoint meot would 
be BO great, that I could not depart; and, therefore, I 
iveolred to stay here until Monday, and to go to KilmaR" 
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XOCK (to which I have just sent a measenger) to-morrow 
evening ; and to stay here and write the Register to-day, 
which, I knew would be extremely gratifying to these kind 
and good and sensible people. 



Wednesday^ Carlisle, 7. Nov. 1832. 
In the above part of this letter, which was written at 
New Milns, I had not time to say anything upon a sul)i<Nst 
which the greater part of my readers will deem to be of 
very great interest ; namely, the Ayrshire cows and dairies ; 
and I willy now, speak of that matter, when I get to that 
part of my journey where I quit this very nice and very 
valuable county of Ayr, From New Milns, after lec- 
turing there to a church crammed full of people on the 
Saturday night ; after writing there on Sunday (which these 
people excused on the score of absolute necessity) ; after 
breakfasting with the clergyman of the burgher church, on 
the Monday morning ; after looking at some beautiful cows, 
and spending as much time as I could in talking with the 
clever men of the village ; after enjoying the surprise of see- 
ing a man who was born upon the same spot with myself, 
and who had strayed from the sand hills of Surrey, and had 
been here for fifty years, till he had lost every semblance of 
the Surrey dialect; after passing forty-eight hours, as 
delightfully as I ever did any forty-eight hours in my life, I 
set off in a post-chaise, which had come from Kilmarkock 
to fetch me. The country to Kilmarnock, a very fine 
farming country, and on every side dairies of cows. On 
our approach to Kilmarnock, which is a manufacturing 
town, containing from twenty to thirty thousand souls, and 
a very beautiful, solid, and opulent place, we were met with 
three banners flying, and, soon afterwards, a band of music; 
and in this order were conducted to the Turf -inn. I had 
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to come on to Dumfries (sixty milea) the next day, uid 
U> lectare there at niglit ; so that I bad not a mumetit to 
take a look round tliis fine tovia of Kilmarnock. After 
lecturing in a church, 1 got to bed as soon aa I could; 
breakfasted ihe next morniag at the house of Mr. Hugh 
Craig, who had met me at my appioach to the town, and 
took Rie in hia open chaise, beliind the £ags and the nnuiiic ; 
after thim breakfasting, and being delighted with the huspi' 
tality ; with the manners, and with everything belonging to 
Mrs. Craig, tlie heaniness of whose welcome was a tiling 
to tdmire, but not to be described ; after this, very sorry not 
to be able lo stay ariDtber day, in tliis nice town, in which 
t had been Irealiid wiih such signal distinction, in which a 
band uf music had preceded me, to and from the place of 
Jecluriug, and, supposing me, of course, to be foad of music, 
had remained until a late hour to play tunes at the inn; 
and in which the fieople seemed to vie with each other in 
tlieir eagErnesa to gi-t at me to shake me by the hand ; 
FXlremely sorry not tu be able ti> stay another day in ibis 
pretty town, and widi a firm prumise made to myaelf 
to come and make due acknowledgment for its kindness, 
wlieii I come to Scotland again ; after all this, runiioatiog 
what HtJME and sweetly-simpering DiCK Potter might, 
in their wise heads, think of the matter, we set oS ia 
a post-chaise lo Mauchline, fourteeti miles on the 
DuMPBiKs road, there to see the native place of Robert 
BuuKS, and to see also, the most ingenious, the most inte- 
resting ninn«/aciui-e oysHi*^-6oj;cs, made of the wood of 
the sycamore, and painted and finislibd, in all the vkrious 
shapes and colours that the manufacture exhibits to the 
eye. Mr. Siiith, the proprietor, most obligingly cnn- 
ducled ustbrough the several departments. Some of the i?ark- 
people were hewing out the wood, which, from that rough 
state, we saw passing on from hand to hand, till it became 
aji elegant piece of furniture for the pocket. Some were 



makings drawings upon pa|)er ; others making the paintings 
«po&: the boxes ;: and «ll was so clean an^ so neat, and every 
person appearing to ba so well off. 

At this lilide town, we MMUtedthe airival of the stages 
eoachv which: took us oft at a gveat cats from Mauchline 
lo CiTMNoeK, soon aftsr which we got into Dumfriesh- 
SH I ii)£. But, now, let me stop> and do> justice to- this county 
06 Ayr^ which wdii al^vays be; a great favoudte with me. 
There are some high and- mountaioeas landS: in it.; hut, I 
saw not oae acre of real barren land. Some moors; hut 
these not large, and yielding peat so good as to be better 
than inferior eoal. On the banks of its rivers there are 
«a(csllent orchards; indeed, there are orchands, here* and 
there, all along the road. The country is well set with farok- 
henses ; and hardly any o£ the fenms very large ; but, die 
great glory of this county is its cows and its dairies. These 
eows are so renowned that you find Uiem, here and there^ 
all over the South of Scotland ; and, I am told^ that they 
jEure sQsttered about Cumberland and Westmoreland too. In 
my Register, dated: from Paisley, 1 think, I spoke of 
liaving seen some of these 00 ws, when I went to take a look 
a^t the Shaws^water, at Greekock. But, Mr. Thom 
^not '^ Thorn;,*' as my printers hai^ohosen to print it), who 
went with me to see the Shaws water- works, and who ap- 
peared, to have great understanding in such matters, told 
me, that those which I so admired, were *^ ugly mon«» 
•grsls;" and this I have leaHy found tu be ^e case; for, 
when I came to see them at New Milns, I was almost 
ashamed to remember that I bad admired the others. It is 
a most perfectly shaped' Durham-oow on a reduced scale; 
and, much more abundant in milk in proportion to the sise^, 
and perfectly liardy at the same time. The colour is yery 
bandsome ; beings, geaerally, a deep*>red ground, with white^ 
distributed is somewhat the form* of a branch of a tree. The 
whit^ tslkm im prevalent sometimes^ and sometimes tfas 
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animal ie pretty nearly quite red all over Many of theae 
ciwB will give twenty of our c)uarts of milk at a time ; and 
the milk ia much richer than that of any otl)er cowb, except 
the i4lderkev; and they are not known in the North, 
It IB the habit here to let, ur set, the cowa. Tliat ie to say, 
K farmer pves up the produce of so many cows to another 
penon, who is, of course, a sort of labourer. The farmer 
finds the house, the sheds, the food of the cons, and every 
thing necessary for the carrying on of the business ; and the 
renter agrees to give hiin so many stones of cheese, to be 
delivered at certain slated periods, and to be of a certain 
quality, fur the use of every cow. A farmer, who thus seta 
his cows, told me, that, this year, he had set his cows for 
sixteen stonei of cheese each for the year ; but, observe, 
that, in spite of Joseph Hume and his "feelosqfers," 
who have caused the |)cople (o expend more than a millioQ 
nf money by their vile and silly Scotch job, to make onilbrm . 
/rnperia/ weights aud measures; in spite of this foolish and 
Bomething worse " Iinperinl" we ight-and- measure job, 
which was to make us all regulate our lives and coQveisa> 
tions by a standard, founded on the "beating of a pen- 
" dulum, in a heat of si-^ty degrees, according to FahreM- 
" iieit's ihermomeler ;" in spite of all this most boE^ling 
manner of extracting money from our pockets, to put it into 
those of " fteiosofical" jobbers; in spite of all this, the 
I Ayrshire cunMste of sixteen pounds ; aud each 
ansists of twenty-two ounces and a half, in spile uf 
and his jobbing "feelosofy," which is a matter 
serious consideration of Joseph's enviable co- 
; PoTTEit; and may become an interesting 
r exercise, for the pupils in their reformed Me- 
chanics' Institute. This being the case, the Ayrsiiirb 
siiiteea stones amount to tliree hundred and sixty Lou- 
don pounds of cheese; and this the farmer now sells al 
sine Bhillings and fourpence a sto^e, hard money j for 
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the one-pound '* 7iots " do not enhance his price one single 
farthing, and cannot, as long as the Old Lady is compelled 
to pay in gold. Thus, then, the farmer receives seven 
pounds nine and fourpence for each cow. If the cow do 
not yield so much, the renter is compelled to give the stipu- 
lated quantity and quality of cheese. Whatever she may 
yield more he has. for his profit, besides having the whey for 
his pigs ; and, observe, it is but a smallish cow, and is not 
fed upon rich pasture, generally ; and the food, as allowed 
by the farmer, is very little besides oat-straw, all the winter 
long. If they have anything better, it must arise from the 
care and exertion of the renter ; he must cut the straw into 
chaff, and boil it, or do something or another to make it 
better than raw straw. Yet he makes a living out of this, 
and generally saves money. 

I was so delighted with these cows, that I was resolved 
that my country should not be wholly without them ; and, 
therefore, a very kind friend at New-Milns is to send me 
up a bull and ten cows, three of them three years old last 
spring, seven of them two years old last spring ; all of them 
to calve by the month of May next, and the bull two years 
old last spring. If they come safe and sound, as I dare say 
they will, they will be worth a Kentish, a Sussex, or Surrey 
farmer's going -fifty miles to see, in the month of June or 
July next I have directed them to be caused to rest a 
week in the neighbourhood of Manchester, and if Baroit 
Tom Potter have a mind to make it up with me, he will 
give them a run for a week in the park at Pipkin-Place. 
The drover has a written direction to take them to some field 
"near Pipkin-Place, in the parish of Pendleton;" 
and I recomme^ to the electors of Wic* an, when they 
shall hear of the arrival of this seedling dairy, to go and 
candidly and frankly make an estimate of the ** antalluct'* 
of this young Scotch bull ; to question him with regard to 
the principlet now proper to be acted upon by a member of 
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Parliament; to ask for an explanation of his ideat relatire 
to the measures necessary for the relief and deliveraoce of 
a Datiofl ; to aek him what he thiaks of Whig-iear, of tha 
" church refoTm," of ihe " expansion of the currency ;" sod 
ask hira to sliow how it is poBsible for ihe wurkiog man ta 
be benelTled by " tbe improved ByBtem of banking." noiv 
carried on at the sign of the Three Golden Balls. Then I 
adviae ihem to put exactly the same questions to DtcK 
PoTTEri. If the bull talk less nonsense than Dick ; dis- 
cover the poBsespina of les« brains than Dick discover; then 
the electors of Win AK, if no third candidate offer, iril], in 
duty to their country, their neigbbiiurs, and their children, 
be bound, by every thing sacred amongst men, lo reject 
Dick, and to elect the bull ; nud '.ipiin my soul (and I 
should not be afraid to take my oath to the fact) I belier* 
that the bull would talk the less nonsense of the Iwo. Oh ! 
I n-oirtd go a thmisand miles to see the looks of these Scot- 
chiea, especially at New Milns, while Dick, or Tom, or 
Shuttlewortii, or Baxter, was making a speech to 
them. To see their looks at them, and to hear ihem exclaim, 
" .4li gude Oode I" Ah, Dick ! I would find other gnesa- 
inen than Joseph Huiue; if you were to come to Scotland 
yourself, instead of sending your dirty pamphets to Ot.aa- 
Gow; and let JosF.Pit Hume lake care, or he will get 
properly chastised for posling down to MAnciiESTEit to 
keep you in countenance. I can tell him, that hia couatry- 
men look at him with a very suspicious eye ; and, that this 
last movement of his, intended to prop you up in your slan- 
tlers a^inst me, will only lend to swell into certaiiity tliat 
which before woi only suspicion. 

I leave Ayksiujie behind me, with a great deal of 
satisfactioQ at having seen it. It is a nice country; nut 
rich, but good and solid ; and it is well studded over wtlh 
comfortable farm-houses, and the accursed " boothiet " 
60 not offend the sight. It wanis, particularly in the mi»- 
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nufacturiog towns, what all Scotland wants ; namely, the 
English poor-laws, and all the laws of England ; hot this 
is a large subject, and of vital importance. I'bere are 
many matters of interesting moment to be discnssed and 
settled ; but here I, at any rate, mean to make my stand ; 
I mean, let what else will be done or left undone, to fight 
to the last inch with all the legal means in my power, to 
cause St URGES Bourne s Bills to be repealed, and td 
establish, beyond all question, the RIGHT of every man and 
woman, to be »pon, to remain upon, and to have a sufficient 
iiving out of the land of the country in which they were bortf. 
I mean, and I am resolved to make this the first point of all, 
if I be intrusted with the representation of any part of the 
peof^e: and I would pledge my life, that Brougham and 
his Poor-law Commission will shrink into nothingness at 
die approach of the discussion of the subject. 

We readied Dumfries aboat five o'clock in the evea- 
ing of Tuesday, the 6. and I lectured at the Theatre at halfi> 
ftfter seven ; and, considering that the people have : been 
frightened half t» death about the cholera morbus (of which 
disease great wimbers have actually died here), the at- 
tiendanee was wonderfully good. Poor Burns, the poet, 
^ied ia this town, aa exciseman^ after having written so 
well against that species of taxation, and that particular 
sort of office. Oh ! Sobriety' I how manifold are thy bles»- 
iilgs ! how great thy enjoyments ! how complete the pro- 
tection which thou givest to talent; and how feeble is talent 
unless it has that pro^tion ! I was very happy to hear thait 
his widow, who stiU lives in this town, is amply provided for ; 
and my intention was to go to her, to tell her my name, and 
to say, that I came to ofier her my respects as a mark of 
my admiratioB of the talents of her late husband, one single 
page of whose writings is worth more than a whole cart load 
that has beea written by Walter Scott. 

I wa» prevested 6x)m patting this iateation into execntioa 



236 cobbktt's northern tour. 

by the necessity under which I was of being at Ak nan, to 
breakfast at ten o'clock, and to lecture there at twelve ; 
after which I had seventeen miles to come U> this city, in 
which I am to lecture to-night at half-past seven I One 
would need lead a sober life to be engaged in *' carryings^ 
on " like this ! But I must make haste along now, for the 
fellows ** up at Lunnun " have got into a war to keep our 
pensioner upon his throne ; and most likely, contrary to 
the wishes of their *' allies " and to the wishes of our peu" 
iioner*s subjects also. Faith ! I must get along ; but it is 
now six o'clock and I must go and shave and dress for 
the play. 

Carlisle, 8. Nov.^ 1832. 
I had not time, last night, to speak of the country from 
Ayrshire, across Dumfriesshire, to Dumfries, from 
Dumfries to Anna n^ and from Annan to the river that 
divides Scotland from England. I have not time to do it 
now : I must, therefore, leave what I have further to say of 
Scotland until the next letter^ which will, possibly^ h% 
written in Bolt-court, It is hard to say, much less to swear, 
what one will do in such case ; but my project is, to go 
hence on Saturday morning, lecture at Penrith on Satur- 
day night, go on Sunday and sleep amongst the '^ pig*8tyes 
of Appleby" (which are to send no more members to Par- 
liament), taking a look at Bao^p ham-Hall in my way, 
having painted its owner in his true colours at Penrith ; 
on Monday to lecture at Darlinc^ton, on Tuesday at 
Stockton, on Wednesday at Bradford, passing tbrough 
sensible Leeds, and leaving it to choose between the no^ 
minee of the Duke of Newcastle and the nominee oi 
Brougham, the placeman-son of Zachary Macaulay, 
Zachary himself being in our pay. Leaving sensible 
Leeds to this its alternative, and quitting Bradford on 
Thursday morning ; lecture, if they like, at Rochdale, 
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on Thursday niglit; go to Oldham on Friday ; to Man- 
chester 00 Saturday, the 17.; to Brummagem on Sun- 
day, the 18. ; and to London on Monday, the 19. There 
$0 behold Den man on the bench, with a big wig han^ng 
down his shoulders ; Sergeant WILDE^ ** our right and en- 
tirely beloved Thomas Wilde," a "right honourable privy- 
councillor^" one of tliatbody which Lord Cok e calls " honour^ 
able, noble, venerable, and reverend," There to behold 

Charley Pearson I have not yet heard 

what ; but surely, Charley is not to be overlooked ! Oh, 
how I sigh for the sight; how I do long to know what 
Charley is to be ! If there had been a setting-in, as the 
women call it, of peers, in the month of May last, Char- 
ley, people about Fleet-street said, was to have been one 
of the batch ; and, at any rate, the thing will never be 
complete till Charley be in it some way or another. 
Here I must break o£F, having, by these enchanting thoughts, 
been led along till I have almost written the eyes out of my 
head ; and I must not do that quite ; for I may possibly be 
charged with the duty of reading cart-loads of papers ; for 
loan-maker Baring said, that the great towns would send 
** pushing men, who would read every paper that was 
laid before the HouseJ" 

Wm. COBBETT. 

1 must not omit to noting a letter which I received from 
Barrhead, to which I was obliged to return an answer, 
saying that I could not go, as I had fixed, immoveably, on 
the line of march which I had to pursue. The letter is of 
no consequence now ; but I publish it, as a mark of my 
lespect for the gentlemen from whom it came ; and I hereby 
assure them that, if I return to Scotland next year, which 
it is my present intention to do, I will go and thank them ia 
person for the honour which they have done me. 
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** Barrhead, 30. Oct, 1832. 

*^ Sia^ — At a public meeting of tbe iobabitants of tfaid 
** village, held on Friday evening last, it was propoeed by 
^^ some of your admirers, and unanimoiisly agreed to, that 
'* you should be invited to lecture here at your earliest 
<' convenience. A committee was then formed to corre- 
*^ spond with you, and learn at what time and upon what 
** terms you could come. 

^^ We think we may get the burgher church here for your 
*^ lecture, which we can secure after hearing from you* 
'' The lecture would require to be in the evening, to suit 
'-^ the inhabitants, as they are nearly all connected with 
" public works. 

" I am, sir, for the committee, yours truly, 

" James Lambert." 



Oldham^ 16. November, 1832. 

In the last letter I mentioned that I must postpone, until 
the present letter, my account of the county of Dumfries, 
across which we go from Ayrshire to get into Cumberland. 
Dumfriesshire is much about like Ayrshire in point of land 
and productions ; it is billy occasionally, and has some fine 
farms on the flats, some of which are large ; but generally 
they are small ; the cottages numerous, built of stone, and 
made white by whitewashing, which gives a very pretty 
appearance to the country, though there are, generally 
speaking, very few trees. We cross several very pretty 
rivers ; the orchards are by no means bad, and the apple* 
trees very clean ; the land is moory, and affords peat in se* 
veral instances ; a large part of the land is in pasture ; dairy, 
work and the fatting of hogs seem to be the principal uses 
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of the land. The hogs are of the white lop-eared breed. 
HoiDS) bacon, and butter, are the principal products of the 
county. The woods are very fine in some parts^ especially 
from Sanquehar to Tuornuill, which consists, in great 
part, of the estate of the Duke of Buccleugii. I suppose 
that Pr. Johnson did not travel this way, for here is a 
beautiful river, and immense woods on both sides of it for 
sine or ten miles at the least ; this river, which is called the 
KiTii, goes all the way to the town of DuMFRrEs; and 
after dividing Dumfriesshire from Kirkcudbrightshire for a 
few miles, falls into the Solway Firth. Leaving at a 
g^eat distance to my left the lofty hills^ celebrated by 
J^URNS, now crowned with snow, while the valleys below 
are covered with grass and dairies of fine cows, I got on to 
the town of Dumfries. 

From Dumfries to the town of Annan (sixteen miles), 
is a very fine farming country ; here and there a peat-moor, 
with large stacks of peat ; that being the fuel of the country, 
and it being exceedingly good fuel, a man telling me that it 
boiled a pot quicker than coals, and produced less ashes. 
I}ere the cattle are the Galloway breed, and the dairies are 
irery numerous. Fine large valleys of corn-fields ; hanging 
ivQods on the sides of the hills like those of Surrey; 
sometimes hills consisting partly of furze, aud partly of 
broom, with a good deal of grass land between them ; the 
cottages very numerous, and the people, particulai'ly the 
children, looking very well. At eight miles from Dum- 
fries, the SoLWAY Firth, with the sun shining beauti- 
fully upon it, presents itself to our right. Here we go 
through a long scattering village, which it would drive. 
Brougham and Malthus half-mad to behold; for,, here 
the little Scatchies seem absolutely to swarm. What is to 
be done to prevent these Scotch women from breeding I 
Nothing short of ^' clearing, the estates** a la Sutler* 
LAND ; a mode of proceeding so much eulogised by the 
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tgnorant and bi'Dlal scoundrela of ihe Edinburgh Revieu^fi 
and by Ibeir Londim echo, Dr. Dl-ick. At Uiirlecn mit^ 
from Dl'mfuies we come to an estate, where snni e thing jft 
the " clearing way " appears to have been put in practice,] 
Bonic jears agn, bj the Marquis ufQuEENSBERiir, whoiu 
it Beems, the piiacipa.! lord of this tiealitilul country calla^ 
Annand.ile; and nbo, having seen some remarkE pnb^ 
lishcd respecting his "charing" works, publislied in tl 
Carlisle Journal, prosecuted tlie editor, crrtninatly, and g 
him ^ited and imprisoned ! Well, then, the accouat of ti)a 
"clearinrj" was libellous, 1 suppose; but, though libellotu, 
it might be true ; for, the truth could not be giren in ev\« 
deoc« to juBtiiy the publication. Now, I should like lu 
have the report of that trial, aiid the account of that seiy 
tencc, which would give ine some account of the clearinj 
work; and would enable me to get at positive evident 
respecting the "clearing" work, of which the miacreaqt 
EdiaburgU Review has been the eulogist. I am determined 
if I be in Parliament, that this qucBlion of ADSOLUT^ 
niOHT to eicliisive proprietorship of land, shaU I9 
brought to the test, and submitted to a solemn deciaiun. }t 
is to establish this absolute and exclusive right, that all tbti 
monsters who are endeavouring to destroy the POOR-LAW, 
are labouring; and, if we do not beat the monsters at tliH 
game ; if we do not teach them to repent of the hour, ( 
rather tench the greed/ and insolent tyrants who eoiploj^ 
them, to repent of ilie hour when they attempted to esta 
blish this ABSOLUTE RIGHT on which they proceed t 
clear the lands : if we do not teach them to repent of thi%f' 
if n*e do not teach them that the doctrine which gives aH 
men a common right in ike land ; if we do not teach then 
that this doctrine, though it implies a total destruction of 
civil society ; if we do not leach them that this doctriae, 
horribly unjust as it is, is still lets wijust than tlie doctrii 
which says that a man has NO RIGHT to he upon, and ta 
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1 living ovt of, the land of ftis birth ; if we do not 
lichthem ihis, and make them give way in time, ereots 
n teach it them with a vengeance. 
' At about four miles from Ankan, we leave the famoua 
■V^rifih of Gbei N A , about a mile to our left, a spot so detir, 
doubtless, to the "feelosofer" Wakefield, who, with 
brasB of extraordinary thickness, is now writing and publish-- 
ing pamphlets, describing the innumerable hordes of villuDB 
■lid by him to be assembled in London, and insisting on 
o keep the " Inwer orders " in subjection, 
e have now fine land and fine farming, line dairies, and 
^Verythiog fine, with here and there a piece of moor and peat 
ind. all the way lolheriverthatdividesCumberland from the 
Mnly of DuMFBiEH. At Ann AN we were very hospitably 
eii'ed, and met several gentlemen of the town, at break- 
fast, at the hojse of Mr. Nelson. At noon 1 lectured at 
the Assembly Room to a very respectable audience, and 
thus took my farewell of lecturing in Scotland. At the end 
»f ten miles, or thereabouts, we pass over the river Esk, 
\ very fine bridge, into Cumberland, having about seven 
'Iniles still to go to reach Cahi-isle. 

It is curious that, the moment we get into England, at 
s point, 'all becomes sterile and ugly, and continues on 
Ibcathy and moory, for several miles ; so that one would 
bink, that it was England and not Scotland, that is the 
Vfaeggarly country. The land, however, soon begins to be 
"inclosed and to be better in quaUty. Sir J.tMES GaAiiAM, 
te of the bright sword, has his estate lying off this road to 
Athe left. He has not been clearing his estate: the poor- 
'law would not let him do that; but, he has been clearing 
off the small farms, and making them into large ones, which 
lie had a righl to do ; because it is he himself that is finally 
to endure the consequence of that : he has a right to da 
4tMt ; and those who are made indigent in consequence of 
ia to d<nDg, have a right to demand a roainteDance out of 
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ihe land, according li) ihe act of the 43rd of ElizabetHi 
which gave the people a COMPENSATION for the^M^ 
Ihe tithes and church lands, whicli had bceo taken aw^ 
by the ariHtacracy in the reigns of Ilie TL'Dotts, This is 
right ; but it ia nut right to commaod a man to come o 
and Euhmit to military diecipline, and to risk hia life 
deftHce of his coitnlry, and theo tell him, that he has 
right to be upon, and have a maintenance out of, the lands 
of that country ; and, this ie nhat Englishmen tluiU not &« 
lold ! They ihall nut he told tliis, say the knight of 
bright sword and the execrable "feelosqfers" of Ediw> 
XUltC'Ii Just what they please about the matter. If 
James Gkaiiam choose to mould his fine and large ettaM 
into immense farms, and to break up numerous happy. 
families In tlie middle rank of life, and to exjmse them 
to the necessity of coming and demanding sustenance fmat 
his estate: if he clioase U> be surrounded by masses 
eons in this ttate, he sbail not call ihem "pauptrs ;" tU 
that insolent term, which the tyrants make use of, is not to 
be found in the compensation -laws of Elizabeth; if h» 
choose to be surrounded with swarms of beings of thii 
ecription, wiih feelings in their bosoms towards him, such U 
J need not describe; ifhe choose this, his RIGHT cert&ioljr 
extends thus far ; but, I tell him, that be has no right • 
gay to any men, born in Itis parishes : " You shall not Bl 
" here, and you shall not liafe a maintenance off tbei 

Along through the lands not very well cultivated, w 
come (o the city of Cahlisle, a very nice place, very gM 
Streets, and here we see the first brick buildings that ^ 
have Been since we left Newcastle, which suggests U 
lemark, that, countiies abounding jo stone have a vi 
advantage over those which are compelled to resort to t 
hrick. The fences against roads, and between fields, a 
here so easily made and ate so permanent, buildinga are' 
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4Advantag;es>«nere not >.8isffioMiit;of themselvaB^ our v wise arid 
gust Cieveroment has nsednts power^to-make the oompara- 
*4ive adTantag^ greater by layiog an 'enormous tax on the 
countries not provided with stone, in whieh countries th«y 
.^inake the peopl&-fM»yybnli4rtt»n^ their earth into building 
^materials ! Oh, God ! It is time : it really is time, that 
we had 2uthorouffh ehange I 

The oathedial of Car lisle is, as in all other cases, the 

imost magnifieent .fttle in the county; but while it is quile 

.jMifficient to prove to the peo]^leof Cumberland, that their 

Jbrefitthers were giants in intellect as well as in moral and 

ipolitical -wisdom, compared with those who pretend that 

ithose forefathers were a sort of beggarly savages, it, is not, 

in point of magnificence^ equal to several other of.tbe 

Afttructures of this name in England. The castle is aveiy 

4arge and lofty pile, now used < for the purpose of one of 

.ihose great modern improvements, commonly called barracks y 

.which BxACKSTON E says, ^' are things held in ahliorrence 

.Iby the laws and constitution of England." Upon the top 

.of the castle has been recently erected a sort of shed for 

.thc^xurpose of placing musketry, in a situation to shoot up 

,ihe streets if necessary. Carlisle has a very fine 

jnarket for produce of all -sorts. It was Martinmas the 

onoining that I was coming out of the city, and the streets 

were all crowded with farm servants, who were there for the 

purpose of hiring ; and, a more pleasant sight I had not 

.seen for a very great while. Innumerable carts in the 

streets, all ranged nicely in rows, loaded with various things, 

especially small pigs and poultry ; and, which I admired 

very much, with a barred frame over the top of each cart, 

and with a door in it, to take out the. poultry or other things. 

Upon the whole, this city is a most respectable and pleasant 

4place, and .is surrounded hy meadows, woods, and gardens, 

<d a very delightful description^ to which I ought to.add, 

M 2 
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ihst ihe city waa not rendered less agreeable to me by llrt 
kind entertainment which 1 experieuced at the house' of a 
very cordial friend, aad by the converB^tion of many aa 
sound and intelligent men as 1 have met with in the whole 
counte of my journey. 

PcKKiTii, also in Cumberland, observe, and just upon 
the edge of Weatmorelaod, waa my next place for stopping 
to lecture on Saturday, the 10. of November. The diaiance j 
from Calilisle to Penrith is eighteen miles. The 
country is a good plain farming country; the farms 
large, and barns for thrashing u-iih the flail ; thee 
stacks made very nicely ; the farm-houses small ; the cot-' 
tages numerous, with nice gardens about them -, in all tlicsd 
gardens pri'uj'es ; and to every ore a pig-stye ; many orehaTdX 
of differeitt sizes, and (he trees looking exceedingly clean and 
well ; coal not nearer than twenty miles, fur the greater 
part of this road. A good deal of Gne oak woods ; a peat 
moor here and (here ; much of the laud pasture ; the farmi 
in g consisting in great part of dairy; stone walla on both 
sides of the road of reddish stone ; turnips fine, but not bo 
fine as iu Scotland ; ihe cows large and bony, and generally 
while nearly all over, but a good many of the G,*LLOt 
cows, which are said to be very good milkers ; while large 
lup-eared hogs, and I have seen none of any other sort (ex- 
cept in a sort of styes nebr Paisley), all the way from 
Northamptonshire to the FiaTH of Forvh and the Firth 
of Clyde ; which Is a certain proof, that, all things taken 
together, they must be the best sort for the farmer, ThB 
chief articles of produce in Cumberland, are bacon, hami, 
and butter, which are sent to Manchestkr, to LoNDOif, 
and to other great towns in the South. All these articlea 
are very well known in London, under the names of Ctim/-, 
herland hams, bacon, and butter, though a great part at 
<hem comes from Westmoreland and Dumfriesshire ; aad it, 
h curious enough that, while they make " Ditnlop-chetta''', 
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UkCwnberlandf the Scotch return the compliment by making 
*^ Lancashire-cheese " in Dumfriesshire, and plenty of 
^^Cumbe7'la7id'ham8 " in two or three of the Scotch counties 
in the border. This is not so bad as the affair of the 
** STiLTON-CHBESE;**not onc ounce of which, as they told 
IBM when I was in Lincolnshire, was ever made at Stilton. 
Penrith is a very nice little old town, solid as the hiUs 
themselves ; the door-frames and window- frames made of 
the.red stone, just like those of Crewkerne, in Somerset- 
shire ; here the soil is just like that, and, curious to observe, 
hfifB the apple-trees grow as well as in Somersetshire. The 
land-owners are very numerous in Cumberland ; the farms 
geacrally small ; dairies prevail everywhere ; the people look 
. fprj nice and clean ; and this town itself, being much such 
aBothery is equal in neatness to that of Godalming in 
Surrey. 
. After lecturing to a most respectable audience at Pen- 
BITH, on the Saturday night, I came off in a post-chaise 
OB the Sunday morning to sleep at Appleby, in Westmore« 
land, and to stop and dine with a very considerable farmer 
(Mr. Crossbt) at Kirkbt Tuore, a very fine village, 
about seven or eight miles from Penrith. Immediately 
itfter quitting Penrith, we cross the river Emont, which 
is a branch of the Eden, and which Eden goes down to 
Carlisle. Just by the side of the road there are some 
new cottages, erected for the purpose of giving the **feelo» 
sofirs" the right to vote for Brougham, at his contested 
election with the Lonsdales ; at a step from this is the 
famous "Brougham-Hall," till lately called the 
" Bird's-nest" and of which I made sufficient mention in 
my former letter. After this came something serious; 
namely, my Lord Th a net's estate, stretching out a great 
^width on both sides of the road, for miles of that road, 
and consisting of a tract of very fine farming land, di- 
vided into farms of a moderate size. The turnips very gpod^ 
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and cDldvated in the Scotch fashion : but fed off! by sbe^pnr. 
upon the ground^ which is not done in Scotland; Tfte* 
sheep are not managed here so well as they manage this - 
matter in the South. You see here a couple of hundred ofi 
fiheep, with two or three or four acres of turnips given tor 
tliem at a time, whereas we give them only as much at oncw ^ 
as they can eat in the twelve hours^ and we do c6t put thorn 
in such large flocks when we put them to fat ; so that, fay^ 
their having the food a little at a time, they eat up clean, eat 
more, and fatten faster. Then we peck up the bottoms^ and. 
the sheep go over them at their pleasure; and, finally^ 
nearly the whole is eaten up clean. The reason for this - 
\vasteful mode of using the turnips, appears to be the- 
want of hurdles, or wattles, to make the divisions. wither 
and this want arises from the want of coppices and* 
hedge-rows. The divisions here are made by cords fonnedi' 
into nets, which are at once expensive, and tedious in the 
use. Here the fences are principally of stone, which ar9( 
much more cheaply kept up than hedges ; and therefore no: 
underwood is grown ; and this is the principal cause of this^ 
unprofitable manner of using the turnips. 

The country continues on of this plain farming and dairy 
<lescription till we get to Ktrkbt Thorie, which is a very^ 
pretty neat village, at which I learnt something which would 
be very useful to communicate to the King*s servants, ifany- 
thing having sense in it can be made to enter into the minds' 
«f men everlastingly bawling about *^ surplus populattOHy 
and about " lessening the weight of the poor-rates. 
Brougham's grand puffer, "the GREAT LIAR OF THE 
NORTH," Ned Bainbs, publisher of that mass of lies 
and nonsense called the " Leeds Mercury,** who has half" 
a dozen sons and son8-in--law, surprisingly well qualified 
" to serve his Majesty^ in any capacity to which* a good' 
lump of the public money is attached. This great lyings 
puffer o£ Brougham has just amioiiiieed to his cracked^ 
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fknlM reader!- of tliat clerer, industrious; active, frank, 
zealous, but enthtisiasiic and quack-ridden county , who 
has always taken* care to have one member, at least, to dft 
mor^ mischief to public liberty than any other fifty mem- 
bers in the House of Commons ; this swelted*up, greedy, and 
tiDprincipled puffer, who has been the deluder of Yorkshire 
iot twenty years past, has just announced to his quack- 
ridden readers^ "that Lord BRouonAM's poor-law com- 
^'' missioners, quickened, most lifcely, in their operations, 
'*'by the fires in the South, have actually visited sensible 
Leeds in person, to inspect the mancf^ement of the affair i 
of the ipoorT As they are got so far North, let them go 
CD into the county where Brougham has a ** Bird's nest-,*^' 
and let them pay a visit to Mr. Cross by; at Kirkbt' 
TiroRE, and they will soon learn from him how it is that the 
countyof Westmoreland haS'topay in poor-rates only a tentii' 
fjart of the amount of its rental ; while the county of Surrey ^ 
pays a third part of the amount of the rental in poor-rates. 
Mr. Cross BY will tell them why there is this difference in the 
two cases, and why, in Cumberland, the poor-rates amount' 
€«► only one-TWELFTH of the rental ; while in Hampshire 
they amount to a FOURTH of the renti^. If BaovoHAAry 
instead of circulating trash, under the name of useful know* 
ledge, were to read ; I will not give him leave to pi^int it 
and sell it at his shop 5 I forbid htm to do this ; and if he* 
do it, I will move for an injunction to himself against him<*' 
self; I will not run about whining and crying about his* 
society's- pirating upon me, and underselling me; I will* 
panish his society if it pirate upon me ; but if, I say, he wiU^ 
read (buying it first) the " Statistical Account of England^ 
and WaleSi" at pages 622 to 625 of my " GeographicaV 
Dictionary of England and Wales,** containing a neat 
little map of each county, and containing a full account'of ' 
all the ecclesiastical divisions, of all the new parliamentary 
dtrisioDSy &c.; if he will read this " statistical tahlcy* her- 
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will there see pretty nearly everything that he ought to 
underEtand, and well underatand, upon these Bubjects, as 
far H3 the Btate of the several counties, one compared 
with another, ia conceriied. But he, and hii band of 
" poor-law commbsionera," who will coil more annually 
thuH the annual amount oj" the whole of the poor -rates of 
the county of WESIiaorelaiid, must go to Mr. CaossBT, 
of KiHKDv TiioRE, to know why the poor-rales are only » 
TENTH of the rental in Weatmurelnjid, while they are a- 
THIRD of the renul in Sussex. Mr. Crcjssby will tell- 
them, if ibey gu to ask him, huw they are to diminish th« 
amount of the poor-rates, and how to prevent slack -burning 
in future ; to begin by treating the labourers better than they 
are now treated ; by keeping the young men, young women, 
the hoys and the girls, in the furm-houses, as was formerly 
the vase all over England ; by giving a young man from 
fourteen to scvetiteen pounds a year wages, with board 
and lodging ia the house, with table-cloth and knife, fork 
and plate, laid for him, twice in the day, with bread and 
cheese for supper, and with beer to drink with his meals^ 
Mr. Crossby will tell them, not to bother him about their; 
" surplus -population men," and with the infernal oonsense 
of Peter Thimble and Lord Howick, but to pay the 
young women, and the boys and girls, in the same propor- 
tion, and to keep them in the same manner. And with re- 
gard to the married labourers, Mr. Crossbv will tell them^ 
to cause them to have seven shillings a iveek (and more ia 
the Suulb), in money, and board in the farm-house besides, 
ailing with the yearly servants: that is tu say, when they 
are at day-work; and, when at job-work, leave them Xa 
board themselves. This is what he will tell them ; and he 
will tell them, that this is what is done in Westmoreland, 
and in Cumberland too, and also in the greater part of ' 
Northumberland, in which last county the poor-tales are 
only a TWELFTH of the rental, as they are in Cumber- ' 
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k^d.' Mr. Crossbt; who is a banker as well as a farmer; 
m man of gpreat kiiowledge as to all these matters, will tell 
tb^m, that the young people thus brought up under their 
natural directors^ are moral, and well-behaved ; that, having 
"W^goc^ so suitable to their usefulness, both men and maids 
aave money before they be married ; and that, a great pro- 
portion of the farms being small, a considerable portion of 
t)iem become farmers themselves upon marrying and quitting 
t)ieir servitude. He will tell them, that hen-roosts can re- 
fluain onrobbed in Westmoreland and Cumberland ; and, if 
^ had all the land-owners and farmers of the South before 
^im, Mr. Cross by, after telling them all this, would say,; 
*t Go you and do likewise." 

.'The treatment of the labourers in Westmoreland and 
Cumberland, was the treatment of the labourers all over 
EUngland, before the Scotch nobility urged the sharking 
landlords of England to throw farms together, and to bring 
up infernal Scotch ** feelosofers,** and scourging Scotch 
bailiffs to introduce the damnable ^' boothie" system into 
England. Ever since that system began ; and stupid and 
gjreedy Coke of Norfolk was the beginning of it ; ever 
since that system was begun, there has been war between 
the labourers of England and the owners and occupiers of 
^e land. The former had obtained a security against this 
species of oppression, when they compelled the Parliament 
of Elizabeth to pass the POOR-LAW, by which they 
obtained a compensation for the loss of that patrimony ; for 
the loss of that share of the produce of the lands, which 
they had in the tithes and in the church estates. Mark, 
and never leave out of mind, that the POOR-LAW of. 
Elizabeth gave them a compensation, for the tithes and ' 
church lands which the aristocracy had taken away from 
tAem. Let this always be borne in mind ! 

By various acts of the late Parliaments, this compensation 
was, by degrees, craftily diminished, till, at last, came 

M 5 



259 cobbett's northsrn tour. 

Sturges Bournb^S bills; came the alieisatioB of tk» 
TOices of the middle class in thevettries ; came tike* " $eUci 
wj/rte^" with power to have "HIRED OVERSEERS;'* 
came, io short, the power of the rich, almost to starre the* 
necessitous at their pleasure, and to compel the laboorenr to 
work, in fact, for- such wages as they chose to giVe thenrs 
Thus the compact between the land-holders and^ the \tL^ 
bourers was broken ;- thus the latter were d^prrred^of ' tfav 
compensation awarded by the act of Eliza brth ; and tlnnr 
were the harmony and the happiness of the agricultural 
commtmity in England destroyed. Hence all the turmoil ^ 
hence the sleepless nights to the farmer, and hence that fare* 
well which he may bid to peace until the compensation" 
be fully and fairly restored to the people. It must be re* 
stored ; it shall be restored, or I wiif end my life in an eiH 
deavour to cause the restoration. The first step to be takes 
would he to repeal Sturges Bourne's hills. But, instead 
of that, there was this Ministry, two years ago, putting //lis 
very St urges Bourne into a commission to try the 
riotinglabburers ; and here they are, now, again, with this very 
same Sturges Bourne, in what they call their ** poor'-ldtOK 
commissionr* Here will I take my stand ; whatever I have left- 
of labour in me shall be exerted till thfs object be accom- 
plished, and until the youn^ people be back again in the- 
farm- houses; to effect which latter, would now, with a wise 
and just Government, be more than the work of'one single 
year. Here willThold. If there be a Gdd above, "and 
that there is, all nature cries aloud in all her works, he must 
delight in justice ;'* and justice says, thiat it is most damn^ 
able tyranny to say or to do that which says, tlrtit a man- 
ought to be called upon when necessary^ to venture his life 
in defence of the land of his birthr, and yet, that he has no* 
right to he tipouy and to have a living- out of,-t}iKt same' 
landi This is my great point 5 the best energies of 'my mind 
shall be directed towards its accomplishment, and I hare 
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tlie pleadings of reasoB, of: justice, of, huoxau nature itsflf,. 
fiM»laiidly on nay side, that my efforts must be crowned. witU,- 
Sttecess. The question for. the aristocracy to decide upon^, 
is. simply tbis^: Will they give wa^, and. give up Sturges^ 
Bou&nb's bills to begin with;, or will they not ? I will. 
^^000. put them to the test.;, and let them remember, that, 
tlieir decision will hejfinaL The Edinburgh Review, that, 
base creature of the Whig-faction, has just expressed its, 
ularm, at the wild, notions that, some of the people seem to. 
Ijiave, ohonta. general proprietorship in the land^ and about 
c(. division oj: ii amongst the whole of the community^ 
^d,. whence has this wild notion come? Why^ from the. 
doctrines of the ^^Jeelosojical " villains, who have maintained' 
die. doctrine, of the right of the landowners to ^* clear** thft 
land of the people ; or,, which is the same thing, to deny 
them. a sufficiency to live upon out of the produce of the 
land. Extremes meet, in this, as in all other cases ; and 
this doctrine^ being such an outrageous insult to common 
sense and common humanity, men naturally rush on to the 
opposite extreme. J, for my part, liave always deprecated 
the latter extreme ; but if at last we be compelled ; if the 
injustice of the landowners push us, to acknowledge their 
right of ** clearing '* the country of us, or compelling us to 
starve amidst abundance raised by our own hands ; if they 
push us to this ackpowledgment, or to insist upon our 
general right of participation, I am decidedly for the latter. 
Better, therefore, yield in time; better repeal Stukges 
Bourne's bills to begin with, and let us once more see 
lords and gentlemen beloved by the common people ; once 
more see happy cottages, cheerful farm-houses, and farmers 
able to go to sleep without starting every moment at the 
thought of fires. '^' 

Leaving Brougham to give his nose a sarcastic twist at 
this, and leaving Lord Grey, pointing it out to his enlight* 
cned son with his finger, to draw up his nose and affect a 
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■mile of contempt at it; leaving Sturges Bouiiiri^ 
Raiixy Gawleu, Senmor (wise Harry Drdumon: 
"/eelosofer") Coulston the reporther, and Tait, all ' 
" right truBty and well-beloved " of the King; leaving tli 
group to look at it very seriously ; trembling for the dm 
tion of their office (and especially for tlieir salaries) at 1 
same timei leaving all these to act thus, or in any oil 
juaDner that they please, I cow proceed with my journ^ 
and come on, after dining at Kirkby Thore, to sleep 
the borough of Appleby, which is very beautifully Mt 
ated, with a pretty river running through it ; everythi 
pleasant to the eye ; but, as is well known, politically rott 
as a pear. From Appleby (on the Monday morning), to 
little old-fashioned town called Bitoirr.ii, which has UA 
ruins of a castle close to it, belonging to Lord TiiANEi^ 
ive found the land to consist of small pasture farms, man^ 
of wliich are owned by the occupiers ; great numbers of) 
cows, and also of sheep, some black-faced Highlanders aiMlll 
tome nf the Cueviot-breed. From Brough to within 
a mile of BaKnaud-Castlf., vhich elands close on tfarij 
Durham sideof the river Tecs, we went over a tract of laKt| 
nearer to the barrenness of the Surrey, Hampshire, ai 
Berkshire heaths, than any spot that I have seen since 1 1( 
London, except a small tract behind the hills at the back 
QreemOck. Itisallanuninclosed common, partly rock, par^ 
rushes, and partly grass, Wenow-and-then came to a spdl 
where there were Helds inclosed, and little farms; the cov 
looking very well ; and, even in the most barren parts, thai 
■were great numbers of the black-faced sheep, and they al 
all looking well. Upon a high hill which we went over, thl 
ground on each side was more than half covered with Todct\ 
yet there were sheep picking about amongst these; and, ' 
and there, there were little farm-houses ; barren as al 
peared to be, there were more peojile upon a square mil 
than in the rich counties of the Lothians! When id 
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approached near to any of these little farms^ we saw nice 
little cow-houses and stacks of hay, or of rushes, the cows 
looking very well, and the people all well dressed and good- 
looking. When we were upon the highest ground of all, 
which was at the same time the most barren, and the most 
destitute of all human dwellings, lumps of unmelted snow 
lying here and there, not far finom us we saw something red 
at a distance from us upon the road. As we approached 
this mass of sanguine hue, we perceived that it was moving 
towards us ; and, as the post-boy rattled us along at a pretty 
^pood pace, we soon found that it was a knot of soldiers. We 
had just been looking about us, and observing how far we 
were from human dwelling ; and, upon the sight of these 
dejfendws, I could not help exclaiming, ** My God ! they 
<< are everywhere ! I saw them, but the other day, paraded 
** before the court of justice while the judges were sitting at 
*' Glasgow, and here they are i^ain upon this wild and 
*' desolate hilL" Coming up with them^ we found that it 
was a very common-place concern : three of them only con- 
ducting a deserter towards Carlisle. It put me in mind 
of poor GRIFFITH JENKINS, who had the strange fancy 
to enlist for a soldier, to run away^ as he called it, and to get 
*^ whippedy* when he had a good estate at the same time ; 
and whose story must yet be told to this whole nation, A 
very large part of the lands all along here, does not exhibit 
real sterling sterility, like the barrens of Surrey, Hampshire, 
and Berkshire, which consist of heath at the top, and of sand 
under it, which sand isquite fit to run through an hour-glass ; 
and upon which grass will no more grow, than it will grow 
upon one of aristocratical Wbd 6 wood's plates. This is a 
country of rock ; no chalk, no sand, and nothing that we, 
in the South, call clay. Here is peat sometimes under 
rushes and heath ; but, everywhere, even to the tops of the 
hills, which are very lofty, there is more or less of sheep- 
feed ; and the Highland sheep, which you see everywhere 



234' cobbe'it's.nqbthbrn tour. 

hereabouts, and which are oertainiy. first-eowiM-togoftU^ 
climb about amongst these rocksy mbUtog the. gouUy and. 
leokiug very nvell even in the barreaeat parte of tlus-couiiitrir i 

and I dare say that this -couatryywych'we have coraoi over 
between Brovoii and BARNARD-^CASTLEyisafuU-UoodeA 
first-cousin of the- Highlands :of ScoUaML. The sheep, whicli» 
they have here in the rather lower, and beiter lands, ajre tha 
Cheviot sheep ; veiyi pwtty/ short* wooled sheep^. with 
white legs and faces and no horns* . Tiiey fat to a g^atev 
weight .than the South-down slieep ; greaJt numbera of. theoa 
go into the North and West*Ridings of Yorkshire, wheii^ 
they raise lamb from the ewes ; for which purpose they told 
me they were excellent. They^ are sold at the fairs, in June^ 
at fifteen months old, at fron fifteen .to. eighteen, shillings -^a 
piece, present prices. 

About a mile before we got d^wn to the river Tees we 

looked over into the county of Durham, wliich is, here, very> 

beautiful, presenting a most striking contrast with the opeo^ 

hilly, rocky, and treeless country that we had -just passed 

over. During this mile, I. beheld with delight tlie small 

dairy farms very thickly scattered about onr both sides of the 

road; there appearing to be more humaa beings upon a 

square mile here, than in the whole of the.- rich county of 

Haddington., the. town of Haddington itself excepted * 

Some few miles before we get to Barna&d-Casti^e we 

s^re in Yorkshire, a strip of which runs upon the side of the 

Tees, and cuts off Westmoreland from thatJiver. 

i Baknard-Castle. is a good, solid. old market towo^ 

I with some little matter of maoufactoriee.; but the Tjies, 

I though at some seasons; a> large river, is ajt others almost 

! destitute of water, and, therefore^ it is not navigable. 

The castle itself, which is stiU of considerable magnitude, 

^ and has an extensive inclosure. about it, with very lofty 

walls, is, they told us, the property of the. Marquis of Cleve* 

LAND, who was lately the Earl of Darlington, and 
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irffo-iisedf 'to belaid to^'pot'BRovoHAif into Parliament for' 
WiNCHELSEA. His Lordship is the owoer of tfafe manor- 
of^AitVARD'>CA8TLBy which T understand is-vepy exten* 
sirei Now it is no harm for me to express my wish to knoW' 
Hbw be became the owner t)f this oastl^ and this manor, h 
-msh. with all ray soul' that ■!: did know it ■ Did he purckaae' 
themf If he did, he caa show the- conveyance; and, at 
any rate, they once belonged- to thte nation in one way or 
tfnothier; His predecessor had, I shall be told, a- grant of 
them. Agreedj and I allow the title to be perfectly good; 
lAitthen I will not allow- that any granter, even if it weri» 
th% whde nation giving their assent^ man by man and 
woman by ^oman ; I will not allow, that even a grant thnt 
made, would' give him a right to " clear** the peopl^off 
the land, or to refufte themr a subsistence out 'of the produce 
of the Und; If his Lordship ask why I' make- these obser- 
vations, upon seeing his estate, let him ask his man 
Brougham; It is he, who, by his- impudent assertion, 
" ihat Ae was ready to maintain the doctrittts of Mal- 
THUS to their full ejrrfew^,*^ that extent going to a total 
refusal of att'relief to the poor; it is he, and not I or any 
<^ the people of England, that has given rise to the starting 
of these tickjislr questions. When the grant was made to 
the predecessor of this Marquis^ there Were the tithes of the 
manor, and 'the church lands of- the manor, being the patri" 
inon^t>rthe necessitous part of the people* The grant was 
necessarily ntade with-thfatreservation; the poor-law gives 
K^eompentatiotvforthe l68s of the thing reserved ; Stu rg es 
BouRir^a bills annihifite, in a- great measure, that com^ 
peft8atio9u Now it would be wisdom in the Marquis of 
GtEVELAH^ir to inquire of his ^* learned " protegS what 
oitftDcr canbe found out* to these' observations of mine. 
Mad' if sttUfme BktnmHAM, swellhig with- pride at the 
eight'of Inr tmrret* o» the '^BinTi- »««*;** should disdain to 
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lliink of an answer, I do beseech bia Lordship to think of it, 
and to think of it in time, too. 

From BARNAKD-CASTI-Eto Darlington, all the way 
on the left bank of the Teeb, is a very fine farmiag counttj^, 
and the farms not very large ; the fields, in conBiderable 
proportion, pasture, aud that pasture exceedingly gi<od. 
Here we have Durham cnws in great abundance, Durhani 
oatlle, young and old, and abundance of Durham oxen, 
fatting: hardly any turnips but the Swedish, and those 
prndigiiiusly fine. There had been a fair at Daiilington, 
and amongst the things unsold were about a score of West 
Highland heifers, for which 1 bid money, but the dealer 
would not take my offer, or I would have had twenty httle 
" cookies," at twenty cottages in Surrey, next spring, alL 
giving milk, and every one of them telling her raaateTi . 
every day, that nothing but the Devil himself would ever, 
deny him the right of having a living out of the land. 

Having lectured at Darlington that night, we set off 
for Stockton the next day, actually without seeing the 
country, being in a thick fog every step of the way. Here, 
at the theatre, 1 lectured io the evening to a very respect- 
able and numerous audience, in the presence of whom I 
received an address ou the stage, which address, by 
some means or other, 1 have so mislaid, that I cannot 
find it amongst iny papers, for which 1 am very sorry, 
as it was a very neat piece of writing, end expressed. 
sentiffienls highly honourable to me. As ifae gentlemen 
who presented it will doubtless have a copy, I request 
them to have the goodness to send it to me at BaU'Court 
with as little delay as possible. The next day, Wed- 
nesday, the 1 4. of November, at four o'clock in the 
afternoon, we got to Bradfoud, in Yorkshire, travelling 
in a post-chaise all the way, and coming through a very 
fine ^ming countryj in the North Riding, by the way ef , 
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tbb ToKTiSR Inn, and the (owns of TiiittSK, Bokougii- 
BRiDCE, Wetiierbt, and Leeds, aeventy-tno miles in 
e hours; and leaving sensible Leeds behind us to 
Mttle the impurtaDl point whether it were muat patiiuti^ lo 
ehct a nominee of the Duke o/" New castle, or to chooso 
a pockeler of the taxes, who has also a father and a brolliet 
pDcketing in the Riime waj, 

Ffoni BiMDFOitn, where there was a. numernua audience 
it a lecture, we came on to Todmoudrn, where we dined, 
and look up, as felluw- travellers, two Yorkshire cocks aod 
rottr Yorkahire hens, Inistiiig that they will be less fanalical, 
crack-brained, and fjuack-riddcn, than the fine and opulent 
■Md ever-varying beautiful county where they were born. 
lAfter dining at Todjioruen, wc came to Rochdale, in 
re, and thero 1 lectured upon the " church rejbrm'' 
fhich the wise Ministers are said to have in conteniplktion ; 
bid this morning (the 16, of November), here I am, 
Jtrriling at Oldham, and communicating to my intended 
Bdnstittienls the kind respects and earnest exhortations of 
ir friends in Scotland. 



Daventry (Norlhamplonshire), 21. Nov. IS32. 

At Oldham 1 found that all was settled to my perfect 
aBtisfaction. After writing io the morning, making a spccoli 
out of doors at noon, and another in the evening, by candle- 
light, I set utf in a post-coaeh for MA»ciiEsT£a; slept 
Ibere that night ; met the electors, and addressed them in 
the Riding-school the next evening, which was Satnrday; 
came to Birmingham by the coach, on Sunday j lectured 
|tt Birmingham im the Monday evening; came by the 

Lch 111 Coventry yesterday in the afiernoon ; lectured 
M Coventry la«t night ; and, by the coach, came ti Da- 
itv this morning; intending to get to London to-night. 
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Thus I began this speeching and lecturing; work at. 
Coventry ; and ai Coyektry I ended iU But I caanot- 
eren suspend, for a short time, the movements of my 
pen upon the subject, without expressing my satisfaction at« 
baving seen this part of mjr country, and OAore especialLj,, 
this part of my countrymen. My friend Mr. Martin».o£. 
Birmingham, I found full of dejtgbtat finding that Scot^- 
land was so good and so fine, a country. He> like almost all 
the rest of us, had formed his opinion of Scotland, from the 
sayings and sarcasms of ignorant or prejudiced men. He 
had just been reading my description of the banks of thej 
Clyde ; and when he came to me at the inn, he seemad 
full of surprise at what he had read* *^ Why/' said I, '' yoi|«^ 
'*aie not sorry, are you, that it is so fine a country!*' 
*' No!" exclaimed he, " but- very glad, indeed; and^ I am* 
*^ glad*that yo« went to see it with your own eyes ;. fer^ we, 
'' should never hare-got the truth from anybody else: eithac^ 
'' they do not see, or theiy do not know hew to describe whiat: 
" they have seen." This was very much tlie truth : I da, 
see, and I know how to describe that which I have seen ; and. 
gratitude for excessive kindness received out of the ques- 
tion, I must have beea.the basest- dog that ^ver livedo not 
excepting a Scotch ^'feelosofer,'* or an Irish " reportker,** 
if I had not endeavoured to do something like justice to the 
country, and to the people of Scotland. 
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HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

Th& reader has beea told that I only went to the foot of 
the Highlands, therefore he knows that I can know* 
nothing aboat them in detail ; but I saw quite enough to> 
convmce me, that I had always been greatly deceired with 
ragaid to the value of even this part of Scotland, which has. 
always- been called ^^ barren;* and barren, nreant, in my 
view of the matter, land capable of producing woMew^ at 
nil that was of any use. I was born at FARNiiAM'ia- 
Surrey; and Arthur Young, in his survey of England^ 
says, thai from pARNHAAf in Surrey to Alton in Hamp- 
shire is '^ a- space containing the Jinest ten miles in the* 
kingdom^* It is very fine. It is a* narrow valley, down ' 
the middle of which beautiful meadows are watered by * 
tfas ocoasioaal overflowings of the little river' Wett, whicti- 
afterwards passes through Godalming and Guilbtord, 
aitd falU into the Thames at WtETBRiDOS, At Farn«* 
HAM tbis' river is a very small affair^ whieh, if in America, 
woaM not be- entitled :to be called even b,' creek, but' must" 
bi» content to be called a mn» Contemptible as it is, how** 
eirer, in point. of magnitude^ it wasj about threescore years^ 
ago, qiute broad enough, and deep enough, to havesp&red^ 
the boroughmongersr and tax-eaters a monstrous deal of^ 
trouble, I, from one of the bathing- places in it, havings 
about that time ago, been pulled out by the foot, which 
happened to stick up above the water, . and to enable a bro* 
tber-swimmer a great deal older than myself to preserve- 
this everiasttag^ torment to the " higher orders/* 

This little river, which I used to thinks beyond all com- 
parison the greatest in the world, does^ liowever, cause th^e^ 
t^ be some of the prettiest meadows under the son ; and 
these continue along from a mile and a half on the east end 
of FAfi.NH!A»=to the town of Alton in Hampshire. Oft' 
tkb 80«lb std» of the- river th» ground rises v^ ^j^ft^^ 
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from verj nearly the edge of (he meadoivB, and is genejalt^ 
clothed wUh very pretty woodB, iuiermixed with hoBj 
gardens: on the other aide it liKes mure slowly, Doti 
llUD Spreading ofT into a level ; and on this side, for tl)| 
whole ef the ten milea, there are llie finest h<)p-garden 
in the world, intercepted by very fine corn-fields, bounded 
generally, by beautiful hedges. Therefore, I don't koog 
that YouSG ^as wrong; and I don't know, that it 
neceasary for him to tell the whole Btory about my o 
try; and, indeed, if he went from London to CbektskI 
and did not put hie spectaelee on (he was very weqf'^ 
sighted all his life, and blind several years before he diedj 
if he did not put his Epectacles oa as he was going froi 
CHBaTBEV to GuiLDFonn, and then went to F.irnha 
over the Hoc's-iiACK, liwking right forward at the Biahill 
of Winchesteb's park, and not turning an eye, evei 
tbe right or left, his unmixed praises of the vale of Fa] 
HAM are perfectly accountable. He was not bound to knd> 
that the town of Fahnham, and the little valley there wi 
a mere little strip ; that, if, when he was in the iniddl 
ofthctown, he had gone off due north, or due south, t 
would have travened, in either direction, full twelve milei 
compared to which the Hjumlands of Scotland are th 
laiid of Cana:1k. There is barrenness, indeed; there it i 
that you see sterling sterility. It is a bed of sand, eve< 
grain of which will go through an hour-glass, and upa 
which a blade of grass will grow no more than , 
would upon the iron plate of this American stove t 
which I am now writing; and my real opinion is, th^ 
this tract of country, partly in Surrey, partly in Bedl 
•hire, partly in Hampshire, running, in one place, a gcw( 
stretch into Sussex, contains a greater quantity of / 
barren land than ia to be found in the Higiilan 
of Scotland, all put together. Nothing but heath ^ 
vtrgctate upon this unadulterated sand, and even that vi( 
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but just live upon it. Rabbits will not stay upon it> except 
apon tbe skirts, where tbey have fields to go into to feed. 
Its native inhabitants are a little sort of lizards, that we use 
to call ** effets" meaning efts. This is real barrenness. 
Now, the Highlands of Scotland consist of rocky moun- 
tains, or rocky lands ; and of deep glens, or ravines ; all 
rocky ; everywhere a heap of rocks ; but grass will grow 
amongst rocks ; and I can readily believe that which I was 
told, that some of the best pasture was on the tops of the 
highest mountains. This is very different from the satid 
hcfaths; for, though there are little spots in them which 
will bear grass, you sometimes go for miles without seeing 
fliny of these spots. In su immense a tract of land as that 
which lies between Wokingham in B^shire and Pe. 
f ERSiPiELD in Hampshire, there are certainly numerous 
very pretty dips ; and in these the land is generally extra- 
ordinarily good ; and, in cases where the sterility is not 
fib complete, where the commons are greenish, and 
studded round with cottages and little gardens and fields, 
ik^bst assuredly the sight is the prettiest, and the life 
this happiest, in the world ; because the soil is warm, 
the spring and the singing birds come early, the ground 
is dry ; the air excellent, and the sand-hills, so conveuient 
for boys to roll down ; the finest places in the world for the 
breeding and rearing of Members of Parliament, and Prime 
Ministers : but, as to produce of food, acre for acre, taking 
in the whole space that I have described, and leaving out 
the valley of the Wet, I am very certain that this spot is 
inferior to the Highlands of Scotland. 

For, now, just look at the produce of these Highlands. 
Tti the first place, they produce everything of the bread 
kind that is eaten by the inhabitants. It is oats, of which 
thfe bread kind is made, to be sure : but, it suffices ; and 
that is enough for our argument. In the next place, these 
Highlands send out of themselvea «v«t^ l^'^i ^i ^^ ^^^v^ 
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ftuured, a Lundied and fifiy IhuuBand liead of homed c 
and four huDdtui thouaaad sheep, all hrcd and raae 
those lliciiLANDS. Without, buw«ver, biiidiDg onerfi 
lo numben, the I'act is notoriuus tliat the quaatitiM«4 
both ate prodjgioas. Niw, though the Hiqhlakdbi4i 
Dot, like the gaud-hilU of Surrey, brevds Memberaof P»- 
li&iDeDl, Sic, they are ccrtaiDljr a great deal more pro- 
ductive than the land-beaths of tvbich I have beef 
■peaking ; aud all that we have heard about the barreDnaai 
of the HidiiL^NDs of Scollaod bas beeu most moattcaUE 
exaggeratioo. The lalaod is good tci the very niirthenH&otl 
.point of it : one part is good fur oue tiling ; another part if 
good for another thing ; but, there ia in reality Dothing bard 
beliingiaa; to U : God made it tn be the happiest aitd greateai 
country in the vvotld ; and, nothing hut parliaoienU, such ta 
ire have seen for many years past, could have steeped itii 
that miecry, that trouble and that peril, in uliidi we do* 
behold it. 

DDClude without saying &o>netkinff Tela- 

it of the people of the county of SuraBK- 

it northern county of the Hiciilakos. 

inty: the county of CAtTiinass ii 

f rate, Sul/ieTlandsKire ties al 



I do not like to c< 
live to the 

LANt), which ia 

It ia a very large t 

equally northern, but. 
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ahe north end of the Island. My readers viW recollect wbal 
was said at the time about the " clea uing" of this county 
by the Countess of that name, and by her husband, the 
Marquis of STAFroltu. I wish to posaeas authentic infur- 
mation relative lo that cLEARiKo-affair ; fur, though ll 
took place twenty years ago, it may be just as """— tH 
minutely lo inquire into it now. It may be quite proper 10 
inquire into tke means thai toere used Co effect ike CLKaa- 
in o ; and if any one will have the goodness to pwint nut to 
me the authentic sources (if informatioo on Ibe subject, 1 
■hall be extremely obliged to him. 
Aad, ooWj i, for the present, take my leave of Scotii 
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vmiidi wvpp&ming M hope, that, going from, and retaraing 
•^to^ that Tety ideatioal room, in Bolt Court, inm which 
Dr. JaHNSOir went, and ^to which he returned to spread 
"■ over England the belief, that there was not a tree in Scot- 
land, and that all was sterility and worthlessness, I have 
done something, at any rate to remove the errors which he 
80 largely contributed to plant in the minds of Englishmen, 
relative to Scotland. I never do things by halves ; never 
depend upon mere idea when I can present objects to the 
eyes. While I am writing this up-stairs, I to have exhibit 
below^ a beautiful sample of apples which I brought 
from the banks of the Clyde, and a cheese of excellent 
flavour, and of half a hundred weighty which I brought from 
the county of Ayr : I could not bring Scotland itself to 
London ; but I have brought indubitable proofs, that 
all that we have been told about its sterility has been 
either sheer falsehood, or monstrous exaggeration. To do 
these things would, under any circumstances, have been 
the duty of any Englishman, having seen that which I saw, 
and being possessed of the same capacity add same means. 
But, seeing the kindness with which I was received and 
treated in Scotland; seeing the generosity which every one 
seemed anxious to display towards me ; seeing the mass of 
prejudice and of calumny that Scotch good sense and 
Scotch justice set at defiance in my favour ; seeing all these, 
to have neglected to perform this duty, would have marked 
me out as the most unfeeling and ungrateful of all human 
beings. I have, I hope, discharged this sacred duty with good 
effect : at any rate, I have discharged it to the utmost of 
my power; and, when I look towards Scotland, I feel only 
one draw-back from the happy recollection ; and that is, 
that I may, with regard to the future, have excited in the 
minds of my most ardent friends there, hopes and expecta- 
tions that I may either want the occasion, or want the 
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'.cupacity, to realize. However, of one thing f am quite sore ; 
that, io whatever degree I may be found wanting, in a still 
greater degree they will be found indulgent and generous. 

Wm. COBBETT. 

BoH'eQurt,lFUet'^M,7. 'Jan, 1833. 
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